Unley Way to Go Fair





Could charge $3 - $4 per child (including a badge)





Possible Activities:





Make a New Friend





Provide name tags (sticky labels) and opportunities for kids to work in pairs or small groups.  If they work with a kid they don’t know, they’ve made a new friend!  In the event that they don’t, our kids in uniform can be a friend.





Learn a new Skill





First Aid – slings & bandages


Knotting – learn a new knot (examples of camp gadgets?)


Gadgets – use long pasta tubes and string


Compass – complete a 3 legged compass walk


Science – Bicarb & film canister rockets or balloon rockets





Cook a pancake





Use the tuna tins and tea light candles / buddy burners.  OR use candles & small individual foil pie/tart cases with a wooden peg for a handle.  Buy the pancake mix in the bottle so we only have to add milk or water.  Will need paper plates, plastic knives, sugar, butter, lemon juice and jam.





Use my brain





A quiet game, eg brainteasers, codes, puzzles, mazes, JOTA style activities?





Complete the obstacle course (Indiana Jones!) 





Need the 3 person ski’s fixed for walking across the snow.


A small child’s wading pool with water (and fake crocodiles!) with a plank to balance across it for walking across the bridge over the crocodile infested river.


A large long flat box full of corks – wading through the swamp.


Stepping stones through the volcanic fields – tyres or hula hoops set a large step apart (paper mache volcanos filled with bicarb, red food colouring and vinegar for effect!)


Crawl through The Tunnel of Doom – a tent fly or hessian over a trestle OR a fridge box or 2 taped together (if used for our own kids, could set up some booby traps!)


Hit the target to open the door to the new world – using a squirty bottle or water pistol, squirt a plastic duck off the plank OR sponge throwing at a Guide or Scout or Leader (?)!


How tall can you build a tower in 1 minute? – need wood offcuts or kids building blocks or small cardboard boxes/tubes etc.  Have a blackboard to record the best team tower height.





Possible Crafts:





Butterfly / Dragon masks – photocopied butterflies/dragons with wings, scissors, textas & coloured pencils and hat elastic


Film canister ribbons – need film canisters, bright contact, wool & ribbons


Bubble wands – need wire, dolly pegs & permanent markers + some bubble mixture to see how well they work


Crocodile clips – hair clips, glue, felt, scissors, permanent marker & googly eyes


Morse Code bracelets – beads (long & short), beading wire or thread, hooks


Yarn Octopus


Origami


Paper planes with our contact details on the inside


Paper helicopters (need paper clips)





Other Possible PR Activities





Ice and decorate plain guide biscuits





2) Use the guide logo chocolate moulds to make plaster cast guide logos for painting





3) Print bookmark size strips of contact information on stiff card, cut into strips  (about 7 per page). have old magazines, wrapping paper etc.  Child cuts out picture, glues on to reverse side of strip, cover in contact or better still laminate, cut around leaving a clear border to keep it sealed.





4) Can you get hold of a badge maker?  decorate/colour circle to put inside badge.





5) Mini obstacle course, blanket draped chair tunnels, hoops as stepping stones etc





6) Some form of quiz game with small prizes for the winner in each round (lollipop, party favour etc)





7) The paddling pool gave me an idea we have used once.   You will need a paddling pool full of water.  Cut out a pile of little plastic fish (about 4 - 5cm in length) from plastic icecream containers, margarine containers or similar and put the metal paper clips on them.  Have about six sticks (we used bamboo) with a piece of string tied to them and a small magnet tied to the end which they use as fishing rods.  When they catch a fish they get to take it home if they want.  Mark a few special fish (not too many) which you can toss back.  If they catch one of these we gave them a chocolate fish (I don't think you can get them in Australia) or perhaps a sweet.  You can make up your own rules, eg time limit, must remain standing while fishing etc.





8) Do you have any trees or strong beams near your stall?  Our district has successfully run prussicking activities at fairs and community days.  We asked the outdoor team to help by running the prussicking and used either trees or beams depending on the venue.  The queues for children wishing to participate were among the longest at the fair. (... prussiking .... prusik ... a sliding knot or the method to ascend a rope ... named after it's inventor, Dr. Karl Prusik.)





Prussicking - climb a vertical rope using extra loops to stand in. I've done it by using a loop of rope and the knot which is the loop wrapped round the climbing rope twice, feeding through the same loop, so it forms a 'binding' around the vertical rope and a loop to put a hand or foot into.  We used 2 loops, with longish loops for the feet, but you can use 3 - 4 with safety loop round the body (armpits, seat) too. When the body weight is on the loop the knot locks so you can stand in it, release the weight on the other loop, and grip the bundle around the main rope and slide it up.  Same principle as the rolling hitch. Like a step exerciser rhythm.  Genuine climbers use metallic devices that clamp onto the climbing rope and are released and slid up the same way, with a loop of rope or tape hanging off. Yes it does take some effort, but it means that any weaker armed folks (me!) can at least get up a rope that wouldn't be able to do it by hand over hand climbing. And you can do a good zoom slide down again.


More than you could ever want (?) plus a photo, in a sailing context  at  http://fmg-www.cs.ucla.edu/geoff/prusik_knot.html





9) Making s'mores over a candle flame





10) Face painting - paint each others faces





11) Why not have the children put up a small tent 10x10 or 8x8 if you have one, when completed cook marshmallows over a candle and eat sandwiched between 2 Girl Guide Biscuits yummy!





12) We've done outdoor type cooking, using heat beads, making things like popcorn:


Two sieves fastened together with wing nuts - flat sides together so that the ‘bowls’ of the sieves form a circle. Put about 1/4 cup popcorn kernels into the sieves, and pop over the heatbeads. Works really well - even boys love this activity!





13) I have done many open PR days in shopping centres, local parks and have another one coming up. Our biggest hit so far has been the 'craft' table, just junk, lots of bits and pieces and a huge container of glue (for the 5 - 9 age range) and just let them 'create' ... while they are creating, Mum (or Dad) ends up talking to us ... we also wear the colourful Rugby tops which really get peoples attention as well...





14) What about making a mini ballista with skewers and rubber bands and a little cup to fling stuff ... set up a target and then you could run a competition to see who can get the most points with 3 shots, with a prize given out every hour or so.





15) Just in case you want to add walking the tight rope across the cannon.... this is a fun alternative:


Mark a line on the ground and the children have to walk along it looking through the wrong end of binoculars.





16) Tent-pitching races are good if you have large numbers of children to keep entertained (4-6 per team).  Take care that they don't hammer their fingers in the rush to get the tent up!  For older kids/adults how about blindfolded tent pitching (no speed component to this one!).  Now there's a challenge!





17) I've also been surprised with the number of kids thoroughly entertained with making & raising a flag pole with gadget wood/ropes and being able to put the flag up & break it & learn how to fold it properly.  Although this activity really needs someone supervising it constantly as written instructions are a little difficult to follow.





18) An easy craft ... make an origami paper cup and see if it holds water.  Helps to cool things down on a hot day :)





19) Try an easy compass path that brings them back to the start point.  (They'll never believe that's where you're supposed to end up!)





20) I've also had success with having groups of 4-6 splitting into two, and taking turns to lay a trail using traditional tracking signs.  However this could be a problem with space.





21) How about some "International" activities or crafts?  In 1989, to celebrate Lady B-Ps 100th birthday, Victoria ran an International Activities day, and printed a book compiled of all the activities used - games, craft and food.  A good resource if you can access it.





�
Lateral Thinking Quiz





1. How can you arrange for two people to stand on the same piece of newspaper and yet be unable to touch each other without stepping off the newspaper?





.........................................................................................................................................





2. How many 3-cent stamps are there in a dozen?





.........................................................................................................................................





3. A rope ladder hangs over the side of a ship. The rungs are one foot apart and the ladder is 12 feet long. The tide is rising at four inches an hour.  How long will it take before the first four rungs of the ladder are underwater?





.........................................................................................................................................





4. Which would you rather have, a trunk full of nickels or a trunk half full of dimes?





.........................................................................................................................................





5. Steve has three piles of sand and Mike has four piles of sand. If they put them all together, how many do they have?





.........................................................................................................................................





6. In which sport are the shoes made entirely of metal?





.........................................................................................................................................





7. If the Vice-president of the United States should die, who would be President?





.........................................................................................................................................





8. How can you throw a golf ball with all your might and -- without hitting a wall or any other obstruction -- have the ball stop and come right back to you?





.........................................................................................................................................





9. When examining planets in our solar system, we usually find characteristics shared by multiple planets.  Taking this into account, how many planets in our solar system have earthquakes?





.........................................................................................................................................





10. Find the English word that can be formed from all these letters:


PNLLEEEESSSSS





.........................................................................................................................................














Answers:








1. Slide the newspaper half way under a closed door and ask the two people to stand on the bit of newspaper on their side of the door.





2. There are twelve (not four).





3. Actually, the ladder will rise with the ship!





4. Dimes are smaller than nickels, so choose the dimes!





5. If they put them all together, there will be one pile.





6. Horse racing.





7. The President.





8. Throw the ball straight up.





9. One.  Only the earth has earthquakes.





10. Sleeplessness





