
SHOW MY PEOPLE THEIR TRANSGRESSION
(Emerson Blythe)

TODAY'S TEXT:  Isa 58:1  "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins."

Or, as the same principle is statd in the New Testament, Eph 5:8 "For ye were 
sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 9 (For 
the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 10 Proving what is 
acceptable unto the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them. 12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things 
which are done of them in secret.

I believe most of us, as Christians, are woefully unaware of what is going on in the world 
around us. We are like the proverbial ostrich, with our heads in the sand. Or maybe it's 
nore like the frog in the pot of boiling water.  When will we have a rude awakening? I 
hope it will not be too late.

I have been here a bit over half a century, and in my lifetime, I have seen ungodliness 
multiplying exponentially in the world around us.

A few years ago, a popular pereacher in California, David Jeremiah,  wrote a book 
entitled, " I never thought I'd see the day."  He enumerated ten things:

1. When athiests would be angry (about expressions of faith and Christianity)

2. When Christians wouldn't know they were in a war (i.e. with the forces of evil and 
the world).

3. When Jesus would be so profaned.

4. When marriage would be obsolete.

5. When morality would be in free-fall.

6. When the Bible would be marginalized.

7. When the Church would be irrelevant.

8. When a Muslim state could intimidate the (whole) world.

9 When America would turn her back on Israel.

10. When changing your mind could save your life.



We might think of other things, like, When people would be persecuted, and possibly 
prosecuted for reading the Scriptures aloud.

When Men would be marrying men, and women marrying women in our own 
communities.

When as many babies (or more) are conceived out of wedlock as are conceived in it.

When almost half of the conceptions (4 in 10) are termninated before they are born.

By the way, the bible says Ps 127:3 "Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the 
fruit of the womb is his reward."  And Isa 8:18 "Behold, I and the children whom the 
LORD hath given me..."  (It is not nice to take God's gift, and throw it in the garbage.)

But, someone would say, The wickedness of the world it nothing new;  I has always 
been that way.

Indeed this is a good point... But the trouble is that the church, nowadays, fails to realize 
that!  

We have long lived in a world where the world respected and acknowledged the 
goodness of the church, though they didn't walk in keeping with it.  Like Peter said, 1Pe 
3:12 "For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.  13 And who is he that will  
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?" (Implying that if you live a good 
Christian life, you will be in good stanting with everyone.)  But it's not that way any 
more. 

We have enjoyed living in a world where we were pretty well respected by the 
comminity.  But this is changing... very rapidly.

Jesus said, Joh 15:18  "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you."

Isaiah talked to God about his sinful generation: Isa 59:12 "For our transgressions are 
multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; 
and as for our iniquities, we know them; 13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, 
and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and 
uttering from the heart words of falsehood. 14 And judgment is turned away backward, 
and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. 15 
Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD 
saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment."



Concerning the world of John's day, He said, 1Jo 5:19 "And we know that we are of 
God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness."   The New King James puts it:  "We know 
that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one."

So true is this fact that Paul spoke of the devil as "The god of this world," (2 Cor 4:4).

James said, Jas 4:4 "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God."

John again says, 1Jo 2:15 "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him."

Concerning his fellow worker, Paul said, 2Ti 4:10 "Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world..."

As the world around us gets darker and darker, the church needs to shine brighter and 
brighter.

But, sadly, so many "Christians" have forsaken the Lord, having been caught up with 
love of the world. It is sad to see the shrinking churches and the sparsely-populated 
church parking lots on Sunday mornings.

Have you ever stopped to count how many people who were brought up in a Christian 
home have gone the ways of the world?

Around two thirds of young people brought up in church... and in some locations even 
80%... are basically "through with church" by the time they graduate high school.  And 
this is understandable when you stop to think.  Number One, their environment is so 
secular and worldly... with school, and with their worldly peers.  Number Two, the time 
spent with their Christian parents and church is only a small fraction of the time they are 
in a worldly environment.  And most kids think their parents know less than anyone 
else.

The music they listen to, the things that constantly bombard their minds, takes its toll. 
Listen to the words of some of the songs the kids are nodding and patting to... Do you 
know what the message is?  Chances are it is something detrimental.  

Paul put it like this: 1Co 15:33 "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 
manners."  Or, "Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals." (ASV)  No 
wonder Solomon said,  Pr 14:7 "Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou 
perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge."



Jesus prayed to the Father for His disciples: Joh 17:14 "I have given them thy word; and 
the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world."  

Paul said, 2Co 6:14 "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I 
will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."

How would you like for people to bring garbage, and road-kill, and all sorts of nastiness, 
and throw it into your house?  We are GOD'S HOUSE... and we need to keep a clean 
house for the Lord!

WE, AS CHRISTIANS, SELDOM REALIZE JUST HOW MUCH THE INFLUENCE OF THE WORLD 
SWAYS US.

(Northern Exposure, and other TV shows... became proponents of the LGBT agenda.)

In the president's remarks at LGBT pride day this past June 24th, he said:  (Listen 
closely:)

"In just the past year, America has come far in its acceptance of transgender  
Americans.  (Applause.)  And we’ve got brave folks coming out at the highest levels of  
business and government, and in sports and in Hollywood.  We’re seeing television  
shows portray transgender characters and families.  And the power of example is  
slowly but surely changing people’s hearts."

When we let our young people constantly watch and listen to these sort of things, it is 
almost inevitable that they be changed to worldly ways.  (And us "older" folks may be 
changed more than we realize.)

In olden times, even though there were a number of outlaws in the shadows, most 
people behaved themselves in a more or less respectible way.  Now the things that are 
being accepted into society are more and more immoral.  And again, that is not really 



anything new.  It is like it was in Isaiah's day. He wrote: Isa 3:8 "For Jerusalem is ruined, 
and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to 
provoke the eyes of his glory. 9  The shew of their countenance doth witness against 
them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for 
they have rewarded evil unto themselves. 10 Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well 
with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be 
ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him. 12 As for my people, children 
are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee 
cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths."

People used to talk about kids getting in with the wrong crowd... now it is hard to find 
the "right" crowd!

A thing doesn't seem wrong, if "Everybody" is doing it.   People who call themselves 
Christians are using foul language in the way of the world.  Mention it to them, and they 
say, "Didn't mean anything by it... everybody does it."

The standard of truthfulness and honesty is on downward slide.  As Mr. Steele used to 
say, "People just don't have any Priniple any more."  People who call themselves 
Christians lie, if it's convenient.  They cheat (maybe on their taxes, or other things they 
can find an excuse for).  Their alibi is that "everybody does it."

More than that, an increasing number of Christians cheat on their husbands and wives. 
A survey of "man on the street" showed that nearly half (4 out of 10) people thought 
there was nothing wrong with it.  Among young professed "Christian" couples, almost a 
fourth admitted to cheating on their spouse.  Sixty years ago the percentage was less 
than a tenth.  The reasoning is, "It's not that big a deal, because everybody does it."

But what does God's Word say? -Ex 23:2 "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil..." 
And, Pr 4:14 "Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men." 
The majority preferred Barabbas over Jesus, (Mark 15:15.)  The multitude of Noah's day 
were sinful... and... the multitude got drowned!

What is the biggest problem?  I believe the biggest problem is not that there is sin in the 
world.  Since it is the "devil's playhouse," we would expect as much.  But the problem is 
that Christians are becoming "comfortable" with it.   Notice what the apostle Peter said 
about LOT. 

2Pe 2:4 "For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 5 And 
spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 



righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 And turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7 ¶ And 
delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 8 (For that  
righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous  
soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to 
be punished..."

Lot was "vexed" with it; that's how he was delivered.  And when we become 
comfortable with it, we are in trouble!  (And how many Christians are becoming more 
and more comfortable with the ways of the world!)

Jude said, (reading from the NKJV) Jude 1:5  "But I want to remind you, though you once 
knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 
destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper 
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around  
them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality  
and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of  
eternal fire."

Back in the old days, Christian parents washed their kid's mouths out with lye-soap, if 
they caught them lying.  We wouldn't think of asking permission to buy a chance, or go 
to a movie, or staying out late with our sweetheart, because that was gambling, and 
things Christians didn't participate in.

Maybe that was extreme... and just look how far we have come... and see where it has 
gotten us?

Matt. 7:1 has been abused, and used to hush any Christian who speaks out against the 
evils of the world.  People say, "You're not supposed to JUDGE!"  But on another 
occasion, Jesus asked, Lu 12:57 (NKJV) "Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not 
judge what is right?"

Paul said, Ga 1:3 "Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present  
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: 5 To whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen."

And Peter says, 2 Pet 2:20 (NKJV) "For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the 



world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 
21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them." 

Where does that put us today?


