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12th December 2002

Dear family,

Well another year has flown by since our last letter and over 6 months since most of us met in St.Lucia for Ali’s wedding.  I have sent this letter to the Aunts and Uncles by post, and to the cousins by e-mail, both with photographs.  In May I promised to send copies of photos that had been requested and so I hope you like them.  The photograph of Othoniel (Daddy, Papa), was sent when he was in Venezuela and is inscribed, “with fondest love, to Cam from Otto”, dated 12th September 1926.  He was engaged to Camille LaPorte at the time.  The photo of Othoniel and Virginia is one of the few photos that were rescued from Lunar Park after Papa died, which Michelle is currently looking after.  I (Cadet’s Photos) copied them while I was in St.Lucia in May, so now copies exist.  Please don’t forget that if / when you come across any photos that everyone else might like, to send me a copy and I would be happy to distribute.  The photo taken at Janice’s wedding in New York is a great one; it’s just a pity that Aunty Catherine wasn’t there to make it complete.  Uncle Frank may have one that is more professional, but this is my version ( 

Well you all know our main news of the year, which is the birth of Joel Patrick on 13th September.  Thank you to everyone who sent best wishes on his arrival.  He is doing well and growing quickly.  He’s been in “3-6 months” clothing since he was 8 weeks old.  He’s 14 weeks old now and not yet sleeping through the night regularly, but has so far done 4 nights of 6 hours and 1 night of 8 hours!  So we’re not complaining.

Joshua was 4 on 7th October and is still enjoying being a big brother.  We have been visiting schools in the area to determine where we would like him to go in September.  He comes along on the visits and has a great time chatting with the teachers and children and looking at books and toys.  Meanwhile he still attends afternoons at his nursery, which he really likes.  Jon also started a temporary, part-time job at Joshua’s nursery in September.  He would like to get into teaching eventually, so this is good experience while I’m on maternity leave and able to look after Joel at home.  Jon and Joshua are both on the afternoon shift, which makes life a lot easier as far as car journeys etc.  Jon is finding the experience a good one, as he focuses on those children with learning or social difficulties, and he has the patience for that.

Well I think you will all have heard of the WorldCom scandal, leading to Chapter 11, and the fact that there have been many job cuts worldwide.  In October I was relieved to hear that I was not one of those to be made redundant, although many of my closest colleagues have left voluntarily, which is sad.  I expect to be back at work from maternity leave in Feb / Mar 2003, by which time Jon should be finishing his contract and able to look after Joshua and Joel.  

In 2002 we made a lot of progress on renovating our home and garden, although that has slowed down since Joel’s arrival, due to lack of time and a need to keep the house free from dust.  However we are really pleased with what we (mainly Jon) achieved this year.

Well that’s all the news from us.  We’re looking forward to Christmas, as Mum and Dad and the boys will be coming down to Reading to spend Christmas Eve and Christmas day with us.  Joshua will find that the best Christmas present of all, as he’ll have lots of people to entertain him (.  Everyone is fine, and Mum’s health is much improved recently.  We don’t have any immediate plans to travel to St.Lucia, as we are unable to make it for Carnival, but hopefully we can arrange something in the next year or so.  We hope everyone has an enjoyable Christmas and a wonderful New Year, 2003.

All our love,

P, Jon, Joshua and Joel xxxx

Family Tree Research

Well that goes on slowly but surely, and keeps lingering at the back of my mind whenever I leave it for too long.  Here are the basic updates since I saw you all in May, many of which are still to be confirmed by additional sources such as birth, marriage and death certificates.  As this is new, if you can add any information at all, please do let me know, every little helps.  

· After most of the family left St.Lucia I began to make appointments to meet a few of the older folk who may have some memories of the Alcée family, to hopefully add to, confirm or query what we already knew.  I “interviewed” Emily Raye, Rene Ravineau, Francis Clauzel and Winnie King.

· I kept appointments with the St.Lucia Archives as I had some requests outstanding with them from about 6 months before (well as we all know things don’t move too quickly in St.Lucia).  They came up with several documents related to Vincent Floissac’s side of the family as well as the will for Frank Herbert Alcée, and some marriage certificates and contracts related to FH Alcée’s mother’s side (Morteau). 

· I also met up with Fr Guiste who has been doing research for me for about 4 years now, as he has access to many of the old Catholic Registers.  I have since sent him another batch of requests and hopefully will have the fruits of his labour by middle of next year (well as we all know things don’t move too quickly in St.Lucia).  He has been amazing at getting information so far, so I have no complaints there.  This time I have asked a lot about the Bonnet / Lendord side of the family too.

· I made copies of photographs I borrowed from Rene Ravineau.  He knew Kell LaCorbiniere née Alcee, and had her photographs.  I also copied the few photographs that Michelle had rescued, many of whom are people we are unable to identify.

· Mum finally found a little book she had with notes she had taken on the family history as given by Lydia St.Cyr.

There are a few things that as a result have been corrected or come to light.  

· We had believed that Vincent Floissac was related via Belle Alcée from the Soufriere branch.  However, documents from the Archives, and verbal confirmation by Francis Clauzel and Emily Raye show that he is related via a female Alcée from Soufriere, but that it is Marie Anne Therese Alcée (known as Té or Aunty Té).  She was married to Philip Floissac (Vincent’s Grandfather) and she is half sister to FH Alcée.  Her father was Terence Alcée, and her mother was Sylvanise St.Cyr.  A point to note is that Philip died young and she later remarried Joseph Sylvestre Imbert.  (Joseph had a brother called Raymond, who appears as witness or godfather at many of the baptisms and weddings of Papa’s generation).  Té and Joseph Imbert had a son, Charles, who became a Barrister at Law, and hence this is another side of the family, as close as the Floissacs that we have little knowledge about!  I am sending this to Uncle Vincent too.

· We did not know how exactly we were related to the Soufriere branch, which includes people like Belle, Alexander and Lucretia Alcée.  The notes taken by Mum from Lydia (St.Cyr’s are related via the Morteau side), indicate that an Alcée male (name unknown) had three sons, Terence (born ~ 1850 and fathered FH Alcée with Noemi Morteau - Manon ), Jacob and Evans (born 1856).  Evans is father to Alexander Alcée who is in turn father to Lucretia and her siblings.  Another note in the book indicates that FH Alcée had half sisters in Soufriere, Belle and Mrs Philip Floissac (discussed above).  We do not know yet whether Belle and Té had the same mother, Sylvanise.  I will confirm the notes via research with Fr Guiste and the Archives.

· We still do not know who the original Alcée’s from France were or who the original Morteau from Baltimore was.  However, I have just ordered a microfilm to review, which has census information from St.Lucia for 1730 to 1789 (I don’t know how much) and also a film of French people who were refugees and / or emigrants to the French colonies between 1758 and 1818.  Hopefully the names Alcée and Morteau will pop up.  I previously reviewed a film of births, marriages and deaths for St.Lucia for 1771 to 1789 and found no Alcée or Morteau events.  However Devaux, DuBoulay and Chastenet information was plentiful, so I’m hoping to get lucky elsewhere.

· Finally my Dad is helping me with another aspect of the tree, trying to find information on Captain Biddie, from the Public Records Office in London.  He made his first visit this week and will hopefully go again next week, but there is a lot to trawl through as we have no first name, so have to go on surname and occupation only.  I can confirm from Scottish cenus information of 1881, 1891 and 1901 that Biddies were only found in Aberdeenshire in Scotland, and from English census information, it appears that the English spell it Biddy.

Side Notes from discussions in St.Lucia

· Aunty Megs – I did look up Emile Travis / Travese for you but was unable to find anything on the Internet.  I will try again, as new information becomes available.

· Uncle Frank – A reminder to ask Amy Trude (?) about Muriel Alcée from Martinique, who was half sister to Papa.  What happened to her?  Who was her mother?  Did she have children etc.  Also does Bernice Gladstone (?) remember a Louis Gaillard from NY, who Aunty Aggie listed as an “Uncle” on her USA immigration document and the person who she would be staying with.

· Please remember if you do talk with anyone, think of something or find anything that may add to the family tree picture, please let me know so that I can pass it on to everyone else, and add it to the existing information.  I want to find a way to depict everything in a more meaningful way, so hope to focus on that more next year.  Currently, the tree I can produce is HUGE and is complicated (well I suppose it is in reality), so I need to think of how to break it down into more convenient chunks and then display it in a “user friendly” way.  So apart from the pure research, I hope 2003 will also see the presentation of our family tree, so that you can all review it.

-----------------------------------------------

