FAMILY NEWS LETTER – 2003




13th Jan 2004

Dear all,

Happy New Year!!!  Here’s wishing you all a healthy, wealthy and happy 2004.  It’s the end of another year and unfortunately this letter and your Christmas cards were delayed as we lost the hard drive of our computer and have been without it for nearly four months.  I hope this finds you in good spirits and that you had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year’s Eve / Old Year’s night.  We thought of you all over the festive season.

Joel is now 14 months old and is quite a little character.  He is very adventurous and strong willed, which will be fun for us when he’s a bit older.  Joel’s best friend is a boy across the road that is only 3 weeks younger than him.  In fact the older brother is Joshua’s best friend and is 6 weeks older than Joshua.  Joel loves going to toddler groups with Jon and Jon also takes Joel and Joshua to swimming lessons once a week, which they love.  Joshua started “big school” in September and has settled in well.  He is at St. Paul’s Catholic Primary School and they wear a royal blue, white and grey uniform, complete with tie.  Joshua is quite a chatterbox and gets on very well with his teachers and classmates.  He was a sheep in the junior school nativity play this year!  He also started football (soccer) lessons last term and he is really excited about it because he now has “proper” football boots and shin pads.  

We had great holiday plans for 2003, but unfortunately we only got as far as going to Scotland for a week in March.  We stayed with friends of ours from University and had a lovely time.  We had planned to go to Ireland to visit Jon’s family and also to Portugal or the Canary Islands for a bit of sunshine.  Unfortunately though I damaged my knee quite severely and was housebound for about 10 days and on crutches, and then still in discomfort a couple of months later.  I saw a number of specialists and had X-rays and an MRI scan done, but although they could see symptoms there was no cause identified.  It has now healed up on it’s own, but I need to be careful not to stress it again. 

We (99% Jon actually) did manage to get a lot of work done on the house this year, the most significant was the knocking down of a wall downstairs to open up the dining room, corridor and under the stairs cupboard into one room, which is now our main living room.  It took months to complete, as Jon has to replace most of the joists and rearrange all of the floorboards to cover the space where the wall used to be.  It is now lovely with a stripped pine floor, and feels really spacious, a really big change to our little house.  So between looking after and kids, the house, and me, Jon has had little time for anything else, but did manage to squeeze in a few surfing trips and a stag weekend.   

As you all will have heard, in 2003 Dad was diagnosed with prostate cancer and opted for surgery.  However, one of the two lymph nodes removed during the surgery contained secondaries.  Dad is now awaiting a second blood test in early February to determine whether the PAS levels have increased or decreased since surgery.  If they have increased he will need to undergo radiotherapy, chemotherapy or a combination of the two.  Mum and Dad will try to keep everyone updated as they did regarding the surgery.  Mum on the other hand has been much better in 2003, as the medication and her weight loss have reduced the strain on her heart.  Please keep them both in your thoughts and prayers.  

We also had a new addition to the family in 2003, Rebecca Louise born on 4th May, just missing Andy’s birthday on the 1st.  Andy and Kat are enjoying little Rebecca, and take her to visit Mum and Dad often, as they only live 15 min away.  Rebecca is a lovely baby, with a sweet and placid temperament, who loves interacting with her cousins.  Needless to say Mum and Dad are very pleased with their first grand-daughter and baby-sit at any opportunity!!!  Unfortunately we don’t live close enough to take them up on their offers to baby-sit the boys.

Well I think that about wraps up our news for the year.  If you’re interested in the latest family history news then read on…if not I’ll leave you here.

Love always,

Pxxx 

FAMILY HISTORY NEWS – 2003

In 2003 the total cost of research was £300 or $500.  In 2002 it was £440 or $730.  I tried to have a web site up and running this year and in fact made a very good start at the end of August.  However our PC died and I was unable to develop it further.  2004 is the year!  In 2003 I took a couple of days off work to do some research of old records myself, and not just via a paid organisation or individual.  Dad and I went up to the Public Records Office (PRO at Kew Gardens), which has just merged with another organisation to be renamed the National Archives.  We studied the original Slave Registers for St. Lucia, as well as a land survey book written by Lefort de Latour in 1787, to try to get any miscellaneous background information that would add a little more depth to the basic names and dates I already had.  We found nothing we could directly relate to in the 1787 land survey but here are some titbits from the slave registers, research I did at my local family history centre and research conducted by the St. Lucia National Archives.  Quite an epic here from landowners to slaves, such is the nature of the Caribbean.

Various facts on individuals

· Archives - Marie Lendor (mother of Emily Bonnett – Mam) died on 22nd April 1943 in Castries, at the age of 106.  Cause of death given as senility.  Buried at Riverside Cemetery.

· Archives - Mam’s full name is Marie Josephine Emily.  I do not know the surname she was born with, as we do not know whether Lendor is Marie Lendor’s maiden name or married name (if she was married).  Here’s a great piece of information.  Are you ready?  Mam’s husband’s name was Hubert Prince Albert Bonnett.  I know nothing more about him at this stage, except that the understanding is he came from Barbados and had an excellent name.

· Archives - Terence Alcée (father of Frank Herbert Alcée) died on 4th September 1880 in Soufriere at the age of 33.  He is referred to as being a schoolmaster and having a coloured complexion.  Cause of death given as epileptic fits.  This is the first document I have found related to Terence!

· Archives - Angelina Virginia Mary Bonnett was born 20th December 1908 and was baptised 11th January 1909.   Her mother is given as Emily Bonnett.

· Archives and Fr Guiste.  Here begins a slightly tenuous story, which introduces some new names to the early Alcée tree.  Makes sense if you don’t mind making assumptions.  I’m not 100% sure yet, but I think it is probably correct.  It collaborates information Mum wrote down while talking with Lydia St.Cyr (used to live on Brazil St opposite Nurse Neptima Charles).  Lydia had said that a Mr Alcée had at least three sons, Terence, Jacob and Evans.  Note that in these older records we see Alcée spelt as Alcé and Alsé.

· Charles Alcée married Francoise Terentia Bousquet sometime before 1845.   

· They had a son Joseph Jacob, born the day of their marriage (we assume is know as Jacob)

· They had a son Louis Charles born in Jan 1845 (know nothing more of him)

· They had a son Jacques Willy born in June 1846 (Archives indicate this is Terence Alcée, father of Frank Herbert Alcée, but I do not know how they jump to this.  I will investigate further)

· They had a son Felix Vitalien born in March 1856 (known as Evans Vitalien – soufriere branch.  Father of Alexander Alcée and grandfather of Lucretia, Lena, Bona etc).  We are still in touch with Lena who now lives in London with her daughter, Mary Matthias and family.

· Terentia died in 1894 aged 70.  Witnesses at her funeral included Frank Herbert Alcée, Evans Vitalien Alcée and Edwin Alcée.

Do you have any information on Edwin Alcée?  Is he the Alcée who was an architect and built the house that Harry and Joycelyn used to live in (the blue and white wooden one on Barnard’s Hill?  Also do you have any information on the father of John Moore Alcée (father to O’Kell)?  Please e-mail me anything you have: pennykilbane@aol.com

Louis René Morteau (Grandfather to Noémi Morteau – mother of Frank Herbert Alcée)

PRO – Compensation for loss of slaves in 1834 gives Louis René Morteau and Charles Allain of Soufriere claiming for 39 slaves from Balatas Estate.  They were awarded £88, 10 shillings and 10 pence.

PRO – Abstract of plantation returns of 1828.  On 11th Feb 1828 LR Morteau had 50 slaves at Balatas estate.

PRO – Abstract of plantation returns of 1834.  On 12th Feb 1834 Louis Rene Morteau and Charles Allain had 39 slaves at Balatas Estate, Soufriere, which was then a cocoa plantation.

It is interesting to note that two generations of Morteau and Allain married.  Rene Morteau married an Allain and their son Louis Rene Morteau also married an Allain.

Ravine Duval, Anse La Raye

Archives - Deed of sale of 1895 records the sale of the majority of the Ravine Duval estate to Frank Herbert Alcée.  He purchased 16 carrés (equivalent to 49/60 of the estate).  The vendors were his mother (Anne Rose Flavie Morteau aka Noémi Morteau) his aunts (Marie Louise Dorzeide Morteau, Lucinde Morteau and Felicie Morteau) and his grandmother (widow Auguste Morteau, née Louise Rose Ephrem).  He bought the estate for £300.  Dorzeide and Widow Auguste Morteau were unable to sign their names, the others could.  

Note that Noémi’s “formal” name is Anne Rose Flavie, which goes some way to explaining why the Priest and the Archives could not find information on the birth of Noémi!

Uranie Pierre Silvestre (Sylvestre) wife of Samuel Bernez

I got this information at my local Family History Centre (microfilms of the Church of the Latter Day Saints).  
Uranie Pierre Silvestre was born on 7th Feb 1843 in Ducos, Martinique.  Her parents are given as Pierre Silvestre (born around 1780 in Riviere Salee, Martinique and died 3rd Sept 1846 in Ducos) and Cécile Babet Solitude (born around 1809 in Ducos).   They were not married but as Pierre was present at the registration of the birth he "acknowledges" himself as the father.  Pierre Silvestre was a carpenter and is referred to in earlier documents as a Free Mulatto and as a free man of colour (from before 1816).   I don't know whether he was born free yet.  He was able to write and was often a witness at the registration of births and deaths of slaves, so I assume may have been associated with a plantation?  He had other children who were slaves who he freed in 1831 (9 of them aged 1 to 23).   The parents of Pierre Silvestre are given as Mr Silvestre and Melanie who were married, and were both dead before 1846.

Uranie's mother Cécile was a dressmaker, a former slave, and could not write.   She was freed in 1833 along with her brother (Monlouis) and her sister (Rose Félicite) and her mother (Babet Solitude).  Cécile's mother, Babet Solitude was born around 1788, and her mother is given as Rachelle.  On 24th Jan 1843, at the age of 55, Babet married Joseph Georges (aged 64, a carpenter, and a former slave freed in 1836) and they acknowledge 4 children between them (Louise Azemia, Ann Marie Octavie, Acelie and Jean Marie Augustin).  Babet also separately acknowledges three other children (Rose Félicite, Cecile and MonLouis), so as Cécile is not listed as being a child of Joseph George, we do not know who her father was.  It is my assumption (no proof) that Uranie also had a full brother named Pierre Raphael born 12th Sept 1846 (born 9 days after the death of Pierre Silvestre).  No father is named on his certificate so I have assumed the father is again Pierre (now dead so cannot acknowledge the child).  

Union Estate and Samuel Bernez

PRO - Reverend W.J. Jolliffe of London, once owner of Union Estate, Castries.  On 28th Feb 1822, he had 55 slaves that had been unaccounted for in 1822 & 1823.

St. Lucia Archives - Union Estate, Castries was sold by Reverend William John Jolliffe of Surrey, England to Inglis & Co (John Inglis, John Bellingham Inglis and James Inglis) on 23rd Feb 1822.  The estate was 249 acres, with buildings for sugar coppers and a stock of 250 slaves.

PRO - Union Estate, Castries was owned by Inglis and Co on 26th Feb 1828.  A sugar estate with 179 slaves.

PRO - Union Estate, Castries was owned by the Reverend Morris Forsyth and George Forsyth on 28th Feb 1831 (157 slaves) and on 22nd Feb 1834 (153 slaves).

I am trying to find out when Union Estate became the property of Samuel Bernez.  We know that Samuel Bernez and Uranie Pierre Silvestre (Sylvestre) were married in St.Lucia in 1871 and that their son Henry Bernez was born at Union Estate in 1875.

Cap Estate, Bonne Esperance Estate and Count Louis Francois DeBrettes

Count DeBrettes is great grandfather to Angela and Martha Bernez.  Their parents were Hilda Ferguson and Herbert Bernez.  Hilda’s parents were Tom Ferguson and a female DeBrettes, whose father was Count DeBrettes.

PRO – Correction of returns of personal slaves of 1819.  A correction of 3 slaves by Louis Francois DeBrettes of Gros Islet.

PRO – Abstract of plantation returns of 1828.  On 19th Feb 1828 LF DeBrettes had 48 slaves at Bonne Esperance and 223 slaves at Cap Estate, which was a sugar plantation.

PRO – Cap Estate was a sugar plantation on 28th Feb 1834, and was owned at that time by the Widow DeBrettes and hiers.  There were 217 slaves.

PRO – Compensation for loss of slaves in 1836, gives Widow DeBrettes and hiers claiming for 54 slaves for the estate Bonne Esperance, Gros Islet and 216 slaves for Cap Estate.  They were awarded £1,190, 5 shillings and 2 pence and £5,699, 16 shillings and 4 pence respectively.



THAT’S ALL FOLKS – till this time next year or until the website is up and running
