www.matson.info
THE OVIATT PAMILY OF ANMDRICA

(by Charles H, Oviatt)

The Oviatt family of America is = very old Ihglish family of
Norman (French) origin entering ingland with William the Conqueror in
the year 1056 A.D. It has not been definitely settled what the name
was at that period, but the family setiled in Central Southern England
and every century or generation has broucht many changes in the name
until there are dozens and dozens of families in England who have
different names all origination from the Parent family of FNormandy.

Buckinghanshire, England appears to have been the home of many
Oviatt families about the year 1550, and there are many recofds of
births, marriages and deaths in the numzrous parishes of that county.

Yendover, Buckinghanshire was the early seat of residence of many
and 1t was from this locality that the first Oviatt to America hailed
fromy Thomas Oviatt, 1630.

oome of the many changes of the name in England are the followings
Oviatt, Uthiatt, Uthiat, Uthwatt, Uthworth, Outhwatt, Outhwait,
de Utteworth, de Ottewurth, Ut thitt, Uthkist (itt, Uffiatt, Uffutt
and others. Whole families are often found in nearby localities with
the names changed in spelling and pronunciation a little differently.

The emigrant ancestor, Thomas Oviatt the first one to Am rica, in
1630, was like many people of his time unable to vrite his name, so,

the ship "Lion's" register, a X (cross) was made for him, by the
captain of the vessel who put it dowm as Uffitt, instead of Oviatt,
and from this much confusion began in 0ld Conneciticut over our
family name, and a great deal of speculation has aroused from it over

the families of Uffit, Uffoote and Ufford and Oviatt.

Pond the historian of HMilford, Conn. tried to solve the problem,



of the difference between these two families and sometimes had it one -
way and sometimes had it another, but since his death of a few yearé
ago new records have come to light in the Bryan and Baldwin fémilies
of Wendover County, Bucks, England, showing that Thomas Oviatt's w;fe
was Elizabeth or Iasbell Bryan of Milford, Conn., sister of Alexaﬁder
Bryan of Milford, Conn., 1639-1673, who was the wealthiest citizen of
his day in all Connecitut, owning and onerating many merchant ships
between the colonies and old England. The record of the will of Alex
Bryan of Milford, Conn. also shows a bequest he makes to his nephew,
Thomas Oviatt, 1673, Thomas Oviatt, Sr., died in 1661, leaving a
wvidow, two sons and one daughter.

The records show lir. Oviatt to have been a soap manufacturer and he
left some property in the towns of Milford.and Stratford, Conn. His
_widow related to the Baldwin family returned to England after the
death of her husbend in 1661, and lived and died in Wendover, County
Bucks. She is referred to, in records, as the widow Ovyott, late of
America. Of their children John and Thomas the records refer to them as
John Uffitt and Thomas Oviatt, of Thomas Oviatt Sr., mention must be
nade of his sailing from London, England on June 30, 1632, with his
femily and of their arrival in Boston and subsequent residence for four
years in Newtown, (now Cambridge) where he appears, as a member of the
church flock of the Rev. Thomas Hooker. This Rev. lir. Hooker, had been
excommunicated from England for his pronounced religious views, and for
avhile lived with the Leyden people in Holland, who came over to
Arerica in the layflower. Hooker's career in Newtown for the four
years 1632-1636 was a stormy one as he didn't seem to get along with
Mass governing and so he-and his church friends decided to found a hew
colony somewhere over in the Connecticut River country, and in the

fall of 1635 they sent a party of seven men, including Pynchon, Holyoke



and Thomas Oviatt, to go round by water and on up the Connecticut
River and explore the country, where they laid out the city of &
Springfield, Masgs. This was in 1635, and the following spring 1636,
the Rev. Thomas Hooker and the hesd of 44 families, cut their way
through the wilderness, and came out on the Connecticut River at the
point where Hartford now stands, and decided to remain there and" were
Joined a little later by Pynchon's little colony of seven who came down
the river from Springfield, and thus it was that Thomas Oviztt Sr. was
one of the W4 heads of families who participated in the founding of
Hartford, Conn., Here is a great picture for the stretch of 1
The picture of the great and redoubtable Hooker, leading his chosen
ones through a veritable wilderness and all with a purpose of just desir
ing to live as they would wish, and worship as they chooge, without
molestation from anyone, and a picture also of Thomas Oviatt, explorer,
-together with Clark, Pynchon and Holyoke, all sturdy puritans,
finding a home miles znd miles up from Long Island Sound arong the
many'curves of the besutiful Connecticut River zlone and yet surrounded
by nany American Indian warriors, with whom they had to make a treaty
of peace with.. Both of these pictures are instances of the very
earliest white man's times with the Indians, that 211 people by the name
of Oviatt should be really proud of.

With the opening of the Conn. River country in 1636 and the

incoming enigrants from Eng
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iocn soon arose again, and
Hartford was split in two and Thomas Oviatt, three years later, in
1639 with hig family joined the newly orgsnized town of Milford, Conn.,

=

vhere hls relatives lived, the Dryans and the Baldwins. Here he died in
1661 His son Thomas Oviatt, Jr. married but died childless, so all

the Oviatts in America =re descended from the son John who seemed to



have had quite a large family, some spelled theilr name ULffit and other
Oviatt-~ 2nd since then either have Ikevt changing until we find many
Uffords from Uffitt,-~- and all g ould ke Cvistt,

So it is that lilford, Conn., is considered *ho e:rly seat of the
Oviatts in America, 2nd rany of the farily are still living there today
(1916). With the onening um of more towns and cettlements in Conn.

a few of the Ovietts in Milford reroved =hout 1723, to wew 147 forg
including Giles Oviatt, Samuel Oviatt and Thomas Ovistd, and thus we
spezk of the Oviztts of Iilford and Yew Milford.

The Tew 1ilfo»d Oviatis zlso rcatbered to triltutary touns, snd the
ones at Goshue, Conn., were nroreniters of the %hio Cvistts, Zenj-mi
and Isaac from Woodbury, COﬁn.,-— settled in Yew York 3% te, =nd their
descendants still live in Temhrlire, ol alwo'up';n the Adironieck:

Country, some in Rochezter and vicirity Boe oshors in Pennsylvenis,

snd frem here some have reroved - I11invis, Iowa -nd on %o Utah. - It
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A G TR 2RY, Jnlndiedd,. Tanne, close Letlen 10,
(son Szrmel) o” New Iilford (2 soldier of *“he Revolution) wie -t oved
with nis vife end 10 children in 1708 %o firfield, Yerront, (the +ri-
ters brench) and the descenicnts of John rpa very numerous and widely

scetvered, gorme in Ohio y lich., I11.,, Iowa, ibnt., wWash.,0re., Calif.,

Ne¥s, Conn., ané still isr-e numbkers lsft 14 rood olid vernont, avay
E@ch on the ferms. Theve ia nardly - state in the Talon wh ich co=zsg
not contain s°me nemters of the Cvistt Tenily, and all cre sled to
be An-ricans and citizens of our Unitsé 8: ates of Americe.
(Signed)
www.matson.info Charles H. Ovists
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