English, Enfields

IN CONFEDERATE SERVICE

x 1861, Huwell Cobb of Georgia stood on the floos of  produce during tie following thres years once the lirn's prior
the United States Senate and spoke with the full atten-  cummitments wens sitisiied. Undaunted, Huse then set out 1o
tion of ull frese who were pressnt o hear him. “We can secure the services of the Royal Small Arms Factory in Infield
beait you Yankees, even il we are anmed with cemstalks.”  und all of the amall acms contractors in the London and
And with s words Senator Cobb, and the rest ofthe Georgin Birmingham regions., s literally beat the Morth's agents by
delegation in the LU,S, Congress. resigned their scars und beand-— only hours in their ancmpts o buy up the surplus arms in
od south Lo take up arms aeninst all these who would dare o England, Purchasing agents working forthe United Slates wer
challenge Georgin's consttutional right 1o secede from the ardered 1o buy up all the arms in Englund and Belgivm in an
Union. Despite the distinguished senator’s words, Georgia,  offort to dry up tlse market that 1he Confederates were hoping
and the voung Confederacy that the state had joined. were i corner. The Norherners” efforts were wasled: Botween 1351

peing o need more than cornstalks W repel the Yankes uTriss and 15635 seme 500,000 freurms of all types were shipped
deseending upon Richmond and oilier key cities thromgh- t the Confederacy from Europe, and another 400000
oul the Sowth. were shipped o the United Stutes and to Northern stile |
The Confederacy wis fortunate in being heme o moverminenls, |
prnber of LS. armorics und srsenals that yeelded Huse's initinl ellorts resulted in the purchase of
guns destined for the thewsands of men flecking o 3,500 rifles frum Eaglish firms during the summer
thie Sizrs and Bars in &G L Tvwns sooneppasent, hovw- of 1881 These quns were Ioaded on the TUC-Lo,
ever, that the supplics of arsenals, state milifies wed iron-screw steamer Berimrde, On Augest 22, 1881
persanal firearms weald not be enough o sustain 2 the Hermada sieamed fron Falmouwth and ran the
prolongeed war againat the industrial Norh. Unicn blockade, arfving in Savannash, Georzia, on
Caleh Huse, a native Mortherer with Southern lean- September 18, 186 1. The mojurity of these P33 nfles
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crament aned hecame & purchasing agenl with insiruchicns o by the London Armoery Co. These were he forar rifles o
by e all the arms in England and Evrope that eould be of vse reach Confodensts soil sinee the strt of the war,
to the Confederey. Huse et suil immediztely to securs the fnest Wilh the two main rifle [retones in England busy Telfilling

rifle in current use amywhere in e world, He was headed for  government coniracts fos the British Army, Huze was lorced
London. Lngland, and the oflices of the London Annaury 10 um b the srnaller comtraciors 1o flfill his nesds. He imed

Company, Uiz makers of the Patern 1833 Enfield Rifle. [ thee 1ifle makers in aned zound the cities of London and
The Pattern 1553 Enlield ifle-mosket (89 53) was then the  Binmingham. 1 is important to note (hat England, the boms of
: standard arm ol the British Army and was 3 pereussionigni- e industrial revolulicn, was nol s inchustrially advimeed a5

Gam. §77-cal. muzzleloading rifle with five-groove  America at the time, Few factories were presducing goods on
rifling cun will a progressive incredse in depth - what we would now call the “assembly-line” process. n fct,
toward the breech, It weighed 3 lbs, 13 oz, the pssembly line progess und the vonecpt of inlerchangeable
withuet the triangular sockel bayongl  parts was pionesred by Eli Whitney sl i use in Amencan
attached. The P*53 saw service with British  armories s early as 1841, By the | 8605, only the government
troups in every corner of the globe and  [ictory st Enfield and the Loadon Armoury Cio, were using
quickly becume the standard by which  standard gauges in the production of Nrearms. ALl the otler

all uther [irearms were messsened. P'53s prestuced during this period were being ebricated by
Chee in England, Nuse found gonfinuad an p. b6

that the Giclones of the London

Armoury Co.were enga2ed i oo orish Enfield rifle-musket played a slgnificant role in ihe Ghil
Fullilling a contract For 1€ War Hegrly 200,000 of the 577-zal. rifles saw service with
Fritish sovernment and & Confedarate forces in virtually every major battls of the war. Tha
srnall contoet forthe stateol  Pattern 1853, hird model (above) wae the most comman in
Massiichinseits, Hise con.  Gonfedenste handa, Ona of the beal-known makers was Bamett
s s et el {inset). The man of the Sth Texas employed them in the bloady
micted o receive il 2 fighting on the Litla Round Top 81 Gattysbarg on July 2 1862, as
rifles that the London  depicted In Don Troiani's “Litke Round Tap.” Palnilng cauriesy
Armoeury Coo could Histerical &rt Prints [Dept, 8FR), PO. Box 660, Southboury, CT 05485,



CONFEDERATE ENFIELDS
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vontretos and seb-contractors working
on individual picees und hand feing the
componants ingether. 5o a typical
fircarm of this pericd would beat the
name ol one lock roaker, such as Barmern
and the mone of the stock maker as well
as mumereus ather identitving matks 1o
actribile @nch Genposienl i 115 COCator.

MARKINGS

Identificd Contederale F755s have
e examinad with the names “King &
Finllips.” “Parker Field & Son,” “Lently
& Playfair,” und a host ol others marked
on the barrels and stocks, “Tower™ ofien
appears on the lockplaes of these
resionally mude pons, The emigmate
S5 Anchor™ s epressed on numerons
Confederate F'33s, appearing on the
vmsferside ol the smck immedianely
bechind the trigaer gunrd ang and swiv
¢l. Mo real explunition his yel cone o
Light s ler The sagnificance of this mark-
v, I s, howeser, safe to say that 11 is
identificd primarily with Confederate
arms and cguipment imported from
Britain.

Faresrrns inade for sale 10 non-
government agencies in Britinn
were considerad “commerscial”
sitles, Thess commoencial guns were
niar sualjected 10 che same prook Lesls
aethose destined for Brinsh milinary
service. The aios manefacmred for
the Confederacy are slassifed as
commarctl arns and do notbearihe
standard British military proof
miarks. There were an sales of suc-
plus British marctial arms oo the
Confederzcy, 1t 35w rele of thunk
fhat o B33 with @ Breiwish crosvn and
“WRcipher andfor a viewer's mark
on the Jockplate is wot Confederate,

Many collectors assums thal «
P 33 with a “Windsor™-marked
loekplute 15 of English origin. This
1= e the case. Some of the very first
P'53s made were munubiziured al
the Bobins & Lawrence factory in
Windsor, Vermont. The Brilish wers
ooking Tor adelinonal factorics 1o
produce the P'33 during ihe
Crimean War, and the Bokins &
Lawrerce Co. prodoced thowsunds
of P53 for British use, Ad the con-
tract’s terminatien in 1538, the
counpany sald the manefzomring
equipment Lo the Koyal Small
Arms Facrary at Endield. & copy
of the wquipment wis sold w e
London Arvmoury Co. of
Rermondsey. As a result, the
only rea British facloriss pro-
ducing P'33s with inter-
changeable parts were
the two fuclories osing
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American-desianed and prodoced
machinery. 11 is not generally believed
that any “Warndsor" markad 355 sow
Contederaie service.

MoDELS

The dlesigriaion 1557 b s usesd
this text, refers o the [RS3 Pattern Rifled
Musked s adopled by the Brish Mililacy
Urcleanee Hoards o 1835, Collestoms
corumanly refer o this rifle 2 the 377-
cul, “Three-lEancded™ mlle, Nt unlike
most military cguipment, changes were
necessary almosl [Tom the s issoamce
of 1he rifle. The 33 went throwale fow
such chunges betfore {the Snvder
preschlowder wis adopled o the Lie
Paals, Hee oo boef simmiery af the fow
distinetive madels.

P 330 —Th2 Lirst srande] banl sorew
clamping barrel bands, a convex-sided
basksight. a haoumner wilh o corled apaml
& beron-repped rameod with a slighe
swell, Dotes on the locks of thess st
ey e RS ancd T35,

M532—The sccoid mode] lsad solid
barrel bands, retained by band springs

sirmilier 1 Thoss ol 1The R arrel hands, Very few ol
U.5. Madel 1861 |5=0 3™ SS=—amo Tl o P ot over sw service

F:i]'lrirlf_' leld, The =ilas

i their ongnal form, Mo

to the becksight arc flat, 1IFe2 were converted b Snyider
und ther mumrod may be T breschlnlers besuuting in

ul e Nt pattar o e
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"Potts & Hunt"is ane af the many names that
appear on ihe lockplates of Erdields shipped
e the Confadaraey, The “Towar” marking
appcars on regionally made Enfield rifles
guch as those praduced by King & Phillips.

improeed pancrn with a swell and elean-
inz jaz slit head. Lockplate dates are from
LEES to LESE, Nixtgen-thovsand of this
panen were made in Wikdaos Vermon.

P33 3—This is the most commuon pus-
tzin and ez one minst closely associaned
with the Americon Civil War The barrel
ensels e soomalar oo thee Tiest medel seraw-
clarup parern. The izhes are graduared to
TG yels, imstend of the previous BOD-wd,
graduation. The sunecd s thick, soeughr,
aipd has the cleaning jag and slit head of
e el pmcecle] seconsd pallerm, Thers e
glao some improvements inthe mamnod
ralanbian sysler, Mosl of e nodels
bear [E33 o |8 lockplate danes.

P53 2—The fourth miede] was mano-
Tavtured exclusively al the Bovil Small
Armns Factory Foliald aud the Taondon
Armeoury Co. This pattern has the
Indieley s improved inlelisl serew pallem
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1R Tris not senerally
clicved that any ol thess

Tilles were sold o Aancrica

cluring tee Chvil War

CONCLUSION
The typicul Confederate-isswed 153
s pasing G be i thard el P55, com-
marcially manefaemred by any nwmber
of private barrel, stock and lock makers,
It wall v Bave e ceown and VR
cipher or any martinl view marks, Maos

Enfirld= assacialed with Conlederata sor-
viga donat bear Eriflah martlzi marks. They
do hawve proaf, commercial pravisional
proal and view marks (abovel an harrels.

Ik dates will fall betwesn 1861 and
1AL, Lordun Armoary lockplaces will
be marked anly with 1363 and 1862
dutes. These punz (LA, Cnuyochid nos
arrvee witil spring of 1RG4, Serinl pum
bers may be presenl on the hare] side,
1ang ar stock. Additional contracts were
taken out by the states of Lisnsiana,
Creargin, Mississippd, Morih Carolina
arl Sowrh Carolina, andd may e marked
as such. Nearly 500,000 P33 third
muxde] rilles ave thowght o have secn
service e Confederaie Army.



