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The Differneces Between Golf and Softball


On a quiet afternoon, while spending time with my boyfriend and his parents, we hear someone yell, “FORE!!”  As it so happens, we are at the Yoda Creek Golf Course and my boyfriend and his parents are playing in a golf tournament.  As I sit and watch, I ponder the differences between golf and softball.  While there are some similarities, there are numerous differences.  Some of the major differences are the rules, fundamentals, and equipment.


In golf the rules are very difficult to understand.  It may take a number of years for a person to perfect his or her playing.  The object of golf is to make the golf ball into a hole in a set number of strokes (times the player hits the ball).  The player starts off on a tee box, and when he or she hits the ball the first time they want to try to put the ball onto the fairway.  Then, they try and hit the ball onto the green, which is the part that the hole is located in.  Next, they want to try to putt the ball into the hole and move on to the next hole.  During this time the player may not move the ball unless he or she hits the ball into the water or out-of-bounds, in which case they player may have a drop.  This drop counts as one penalty stroke.  The person with the lowest score at the end wins.


Another topic in golf is the fundamentals.  In golf the way the player swings the club has a lot to do with what direction and how far the ball may go.  The way a person may swing the club is to hold it down to the ground with the clubface to the front.  When he or she swings the club, the player must keep his or her eyes on the ball, his or her feet planted, and try to keep his or her left arm straight as possible.  When the player swings backward he or she may bend their arm slightly.


And lastly, there is the equipment that is used.  In golf a player has small white balls called golf balls; this is what he or she will hit.  They also have many clubs, which they will use to hit the golf balls.  Each club has a different use.  One may make the ball go very high and only go about 50 yards, and another club make the ball not go as high but make it go farther.  The field that the people play on is usually a golf course.  On this there may be 9-18 holes.  Each hole consists of three major parts:  tee box, fairway, and greens.  Also a player may warm up on the driving range, which is a place where he or she may hit a couple of balls before going out to play the holes.  A golf tournament may last for hours, all depending on how many people there are and how long it takes them to finish a hole.


In softball, however, the rules are not so difficult.  The object of softball is to hit the soft ball into the outfield or infield without someone catching or throwing the player out.  This means that the player may hit the ball into the air and a person in the outfield may catch it as it comes down, or that if a player in the infield gets the ball in time, they may throw a player out at a certain base.  The players get points by hitting the ball, so that their teammates may run around the bases.  A player must watch the ball while they are running because the people in the infield and outfield may get the ball at any time and tag or throw the player out.  A team needs at least nine players.  Opposite of golf, the person with the highest score wins.


Next are the fundamentals of softball.  The way a softball player wants to hit the ball is to hold the bat with both hands over his or her shoulder with their arms bent.  When the ball is thrown, swing the bat straight across home plate.  The player wants to straighten his or her arms out when the bat gets closer to home plate.  This helps with speed and height of the ball.  The way the player steps into the ball depends on where it will go.  When the ball is thrown, if the player steps forward, the ball will go into center field; if he or she steps back from the plate, it will go into left field: and if he or she steps toward the plate, the ball will go into right field.


Finally is the equipment.  In softball, players have a bigger ball, bats, and gloves than in golf.  Even though there can be many different bats, they all serve the same purpose, unlike the many golf clubs; some just weigh more than others. In softball you warm up in a batting box.  The players also play on a softball field.  The infield is shaped like a diamond and then behind that is the outfield.  There are nine innings in softball.  The time it takes to play a game depends on how long it takes a team to get three outs.  


In conclusion, we can see that there are many differences in golf and softball.  I enjoy playing both and would recommend golf to someone else as a form of relaxing and having fun.
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