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India to contribute 1.5
Million tonnes of grains
to SAARC Food Bank

NEW DELHI: Indiawill
contribute 1.53 million tonnes
of food grains, the highest by a
donar to be given for the
SAARC Food Bank proposed
by Bangladesh. The Bank aims
at food and nutrition security
of more than 150 crore people
of the region. A meeting of
Bangladesh’ s government
chaired by Chief Adviser Dr
Fakhruddin Ahmed took the
decision this month. The food
bank will start with areserve of
over 2 lakh 41,thousand tonnes
of food grains.

High Court pulls up
Maharashtra for
stopping Rabies Vaccine.

MUMBAI: TheHigh Court in
Mumbai took the Maharashtra
government to task this month
for not explaning asto why the
Haffkine Ingtitute was told to
stop production of anti-rabies
vaccine. The court, onaPIL on
the issue of stray dogs, filed by
an NGO had earlier, sought
clarification from the authorities.
The Municipa Corporation of
Greater Mumbal said they had
never asked Haffkine to stop
production. The court ordered
the state government to inform
the steps taken by it for making
the vaccine available at cheap
rates. The MCGM said asingle
dosethat cost of Rs 30 earlier, is
now available only for Rs 275.
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HoIIywood Actress Ashley
Dud at a Press conference
in Jaipur.

Mizoram Bans Poultry
from Myanmar.

AIZWAL: Mizoram has
banned the entry of al
Myanmarese livestock into
Indiafollowing reports of
outbreak of bird-fluin
Myanmar. About 70 per cent of
the livestock meant for the
state comes from Myanmar.
The police and veterinary
officials are keeping a strict
vigil at Zokhawthar border, a
trade point on Mizoram’s side,

| | to prevent trade of animals and

birds from the India's
neighbouring country.

Tsunami Insurance Scheme announced

NEWDELHI: Finance
Minister Mr. P. Chidambaram
this week formally launched
the Centre sponsored Health
Insurance Scheme for tsunami
affected familiesin four
southern states and the Union
Territory of Puducherry. Under
the Tsunami Jan Bima Yojana
Scheme, the Centre will pay
the yearly premium of 800
rupees per family to provide an
insurance cover upto 30,000
rupees to meet medical
expenses. The policy will also
cover death or permanent
disability up to 25,000 rupees
to the head of the family. The
scheme, that costs the Centre
36 crore rupees per annum,
will benefit over 4 lakh 58
thousand families. Mr.
Chidambaram has urged the
March 1-15

Tamil Nadu government to
utilise 5,000 crore rupees
provided by the Centre for the
rehabilitation of tsunami affectec
families.

Millions of tiny tots
given Anti-Polio Drops

NEW DELHI: Millions of tiny
tots were administered polio
vaccine across the country today
as part of anationwide driveto
eradicate polio. The drive was
organised in the entire state of
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar
Havei, Gujarat, Punjab and
selected districts of Assam (
Cachar, Hailakandi, Karimgan,
Dibrugarh and Tinsukhia),
Jammu and Kashmir (Jammu,
Kathua, Ragouri and Udhampur),
Contd. on Page 3.....
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Prof. Wangari
Mutta Mattai wins
Nehru Award.

NEW DELHI: Kenyan Nobel
L aureate Prof Wangari Muta
Maathal has been conferred
with the prestigious
Jawaharlal Nehru Award for
International Understanding
for her outstanding contribu-
tion to environment conserva-
tion. President Dr. A P JAbdul

Kalam presented the award for Prof- Wangarl with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh
the year 2005 to Prof. Maathai and to join the select group of and Dr. Nelson Mandela. Prof.

at Rashtrapati Bhavan this
month. Sheisthe first African
woman to receive the award

Nehru Awardees including
Martin Luther King, Junior,
Mother Teresa, Indira Gandhi

Centre sanctions 58.65 Lakh for Sampoorna
Grameen Rozgar Yojana in Sagar District

The Ministry of Rura Develop-
ment has sanctioned Grants-in-
aid amounting to Rs.58.65 lakh
as restoration of second instal-
ment to Sagar Didtrict of
Madhya Pradesh. It hasbeen
given as centra assistance for
Implementation of Sampoorna
Grameen Rozgar Yojana during
the current financial year of
2006-07. The grant istowards
plan expenditure and will be
utilized for approved items of
works subject to the conditions
laid down in the SGRY Guide-
lines. The expenditure on imple-
mentation of the program with
regard to cash component isto
be shared on 75 : 25 percent
basi s between the Central and
the State respectively. The
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Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar
Yojanais a Centrally Spon-
sored Scheme to provide addi-
tional wage employment to
rural areas for food security,
creation of durable community
assets and socio-economic
infrastructure in the rural
areas.

Maathai isaleader in the
movement for environment
protection in Africaand the
world. After Receiving the
Award, Prof Maathai said that
shewas inspired by great men
like Mahatma Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru throughout
her life to work towards hu-
man rights and development of
people. Showering laurels on
her, Dr. Kalam said, India
values Prof. Maathai’ s in-
volvement and her contribu-
tion to strengthen the relation-
ship between Kenya and India.

Renowned Educationist Ram Prakash Gupta Dead.

NEW DELHI: Renowned
educationist and member of
the first elected Metropolitan
Council for Delhi Ram
Prakash Guptadied in New
Delhi, last week of cardiac
arrest. He was 81. He was the
president of Bhartiya Blind
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School, Delhi and was closely
associated with many social
and religious NGOs. Gupta, a
Jan Sangh member, was the
President of All India Federa-
tion of Teacher’s Organisation
and was the General sevretary
of Delhi School Teachers

Association.
Pg 2 of 4.



volume: 1 Issue:l

March- 1- 15, 2007

Poverty a blot on
Civilisation, Bhairon
Singh Shekawat.

NEWDELHI: The Vice Presi-
dent of India, Shri Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat said poverty
iIsablot on any civilized soci-
ety. He said the Supreme
Court has expanded the con-
tent and contour of the expres-
sion of lifein our Constitution
and ruled that the right to life
implies theright to live with
human dignity. Thishe said
encompasses within its ambit,
the bare necessities of life
including health and sanita-
tion, clothing and shelter,
protection and preservation of
environment free from pollu-
tion of air and water. He said,
the State has the obligation to
provide a decent standard of
living to the indigent and
downtrodden segments of our
society. Shri Shekhawat re-
leased the book “Poverty and

Bollywood actresses Shilpa Shetty
and Kangana Ranaut at the music
release of Anurag Basu in Mumbai.

Hunger: Causes and Conse-
guences’ by Dr. Ratan Das, an
eminent Gandhian and
Sarvodaya leader. Speaking
on the ocassion Shekhawat
said success of poverty ale-
viation is intimately interlinked
with quality of public gover-
nance.

Social Activist Medha
Patkar and her supporters
were detained, while they
were trying to meet offi-
cias of the Planning Com-
mission in the capital.
About 50 Narmada Bachao
Andolan activists carrying
earthern pitchers on their
heads wanted to submit a
memorandum on the occa-

Medha Patkar detained for protests
against privatisation of Water.

sion of the World Water Day.
No privatisation of water
resources, moratorium on
construction of dams, scrap-
Ing the project of
interlinking of rivers are
some of the demands listed
In the memorandum. Ms.
Patkar and her supporters
were later released by the
police.
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Nation wide Polio Drive
Contd from page-1

Jharkhand, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and West Ben-
gal. Around 30,000 workers
and employees of the Health
Department were pressed into
service from 0900 hrs to 1600
hrsin the Capital to ensure
maximum reach of the polio
Immunisation drive among
children below five years.
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Bhuvan Chandra Khanduri
visited the Doon Hospital to
administer polio dropsto
children. Governor
Sudarshan Agarwal initiated
the Polio Eradication Cam-
paign in parts of Uttarakhand
by administering polio drops
to children below five years
age at the Rg) Bhavan. The
Governor said in year 2006,
676 cases of polio were de-
tected in the country. This
year, alone 15 cases have
been detected so far— seven
in Bihar, four in Uttar
Pradesh, two in Andhra
Pradesh and one each in
Haryana and Maharashtra. In
Varanasi, film personality
Farooq Sheikh, as UNICEF
goodwill ambassador, took
part in the anti- Polio drive
aimed at eradicating the
crippling polio virus. Chil-
dren upto the age of five
years were administered anti-
polio dropsin Madhya
Pradesh’s Betul, Gwalior, and
Bhind.
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National Commission for Women Calls for ending

* Relief Package for 2002
* Gujarat riot victims ‘
« The Centre has announced a
Z comprehensive relief and
+ rehabilitation package for all
- the victims of the 2002 Guj arat:
r| ots. The package was ap- -
. proved by the Union Cabinet ai-
- Its meeting in the second w&k-
A " * of thismonth. The Union ‘
Cab| net has decided to provi de'
' ex gratiaassistance for atotal ¢
: of Rs3.5lakhtothenext of |
+ kin of deceased in additionto ¢
« theamount aready paid by the;

atrocities against mentally ill Women.

NEW DELHI: The Chairperson Shesadthereare 11 lakh

of the National Commission for
Women Ms. GirijaVlyas has
called for efforts to end the
violation of human rights of

mentally ill women. Speaking at

atwo day seminar in the capital

she said the existing laws should
be strictly enforced and lacunaes

In the statutes be amended to
ensure mentaly ill women get
lega protection. Ms. VWas said
more rehabilitation centres,
after-care and half-way homes
should be set up in the country
to ensure that no mentally ill
woman isleft uncared for, not
even in the remote areas. Speak-
ing at the seminar, the Union
Socid Justice and Empower-
ment Minister Mrs. Meira
Kumar said her ministry has
established 10 half-way homes
In the country and is encourag-
ing NGOsto work inthisarea.
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people in the country with

s+ State government. In case of
« injury, ex gratiaof Rs 1.25 |akr:
: minus the amount already paids

has been gpproved. Smilarly,
damage to resdential and

menta illness of whom 3.5 1akh e
arewomen and 2.5 lakh women
areintherura areas. The Semi-
nar was inaugurated by Presi-
dent Kalam.

Scribes honoured

» commercia property would be-
¢ compensated with ex gratlaten-
. t| mes the amount given by the
° State Government minus the ;
: amount already paid. This :
+ packageissimilar to that .
« provided to the 1984 anti -Skh{
« riot victims. The approval has ;
s been, further, enlarged to ‘
« include those who have died,
: suffered injuries etc., but who
human trafficking and HIV . have not received any assis-
related issues. Addressingthe  « tance from the State govern-
function Chief Editor of Marathi - ment. The anticipated expendl-:
daily Loksatta Mr. Kumar - ture would be asum of Rs 106-
Ketkar said, Peoplelivingwith  « crore. ‘
H|V/A|DSaretreatajaS|fthW oooooooooooooooooooooc

have alimited life and. weforget The avardesswere given adita-
that al of ushave limited lives. tion and Rs 25,000in cash. The
Inhisaddress, V S ceremony also saw the unveiling

Delhi-based NGO HIV and
Human Development and Re-
source Network awarded jour-
nalisgts for their coverage of

Chandrasekar, Executive EAItOr o 5 ¢atement of commitment to
of the Press Trust of India, said highlight sodid issuesby the
the news agency gavedeserved  adia
coverage for socia issues.
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