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CAN YOUR DRIVEWAY MAKE YOU SICK?

What you and your neighbors should know: 

On Oct. 23, 2017 Grosse Ile Township 
passed Ordinance 17-001 Chapter 99 
banning the use of COAL-TAR Sealants           

on driveways and parking lots.

For more info, visit https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/coaltar.pdf , 
https://tx.usgs.gov/sealcoat.html , https://coaltarfreeusa.com/ and                              
your friendly local environmental organization, ginlc.org  MPCA PHOTOS, CC BY 2.0

This ordinance was passed with the 
help of GINLC to protect human health 
and the natural environment, including 
the Detroit River.

https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/coaltar.pdf
https://tx.usgs.gov/sealcoat.html
https://coaltarfreeusa.com/
ginlc.org


What is that smell? When you walk by a driveway or parking lot that has been                                               
recently sealed with a coal-tar based product, your nose knows.  Coal-tar sealcoat is a                                 
smelly, black, viscous liquid applied to asphalt surfaces to improve their appearance and                                    
provide protection, for a while, from deterioration due to sunlight, weather and wear. 

Why are coal-tar sealants banned? Studies by universities and government agencies                          
identify coal-tar-based pavement sealcoat as a major source of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). 
These PAHs enter the air and water and come in contact with our children and pets. We track the dust into 
our homes. Ingestion of PAH-contaminated dust and soil results in an elevated potential cancer 
risk. Research reveals that growing up with toxic dust from coal tar-sealed surfaces could cause a 38-fold 
increase in a child’s lifetime cancer risk. Dust particles also wash into drains and end up in our canal, streams 
and the Detroit River, where they are toxic to fish and other aquatic wildlife.

What are the alternatives? Not all asphalt sealants use coal-tar. There are alternatives. Latex-based or 
asphalt-based sealants are sold at local hardware stores for Do-It-Yourselfers or small local contractors.  
Commercial applicators of asphalt (non-coal-tar) sealants include:                                                              
S &J Asphalt Co., 39571 Michigan Ave., Canton, MI 48188, 734-721-4442, http://www.sjasphalt.com/
We are continuing to look for alternative suppliers.

Where else are coal-tar sealants banned? Grosse Ile Township already prohibits the use of coal-tar 
sealants on the bike paths.  Michigan bans include Van Buren Township, Ann Arbor, and Wolverine Lake, 
among others.  The states of Connecticut, Minnesota and Washington have banned coal-tar and a bill has 
been proposed in Lansing.  The list is growing.

The Grosse Ile 
Nature & Land 
Conservancy led the 
effort to ban coal-
tar sealants on 
Grosse Ile with the 
Township Board.

Freshwater Future 
provided a generous 
grant to GINLC to bring 
this information to all 
Grosse Ile residents and 
businesses.

Other organizations supporting 
this ban include the Rotary Club 
of Grosse Ile, the Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Advisory 
Commission of Grosse Ile and 
the Friends of the Detroit River.

http://www.sjasphalt.com/







