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When examining an event in history, one cannot rely on specific tragedies or a high body court to determine its historical magnitude. When asked which of the two great wars is the most important, the reflex is to say World War II.  It has the advantage of being more recent and relevant, and images of Nazi hordes and the holocaust reinforce fears of modern tyrants in the media.  One may find however, in the grand scope of events that hindsight allows us to see World War I influenced the future in ways few conflicts have.


The claim of events starting with the assassination of an obscure prince by Serbian nationalists lead to the disaster known as World War I. This says something of the fragility of foreign relations.  No country was prepared for the arms build up to come when the breaking point came as well; rapid mobilization on a global scale was an economic disaster.  This was a perfect opportunity for women--allowing them a foot in the door to equality.  They were rewarded after the war with suffrage in 1920.  The women’s movement gained momentum and political power earning them more rights and culminating to prohibition and the temperance movement.


On the battlefront, the conservative military institutions were slow to adopt new strategies for their new technology.  Infantry charges were equivalent to suicide against machine gun encampments, and both sides dug into trenches.  Entire buildings and complexes would be filled with poisonous gasses.  Murderous tactics made it a bad time to be an infantryman; machine guns, planes, war gasses, and tanks changed warfare forever.


Most countries employed a large-scale propaganda campaign during the fighting.  The desired effect was to demonize the enemy countries and increase the popular support for the war effort.  The undesired effect was that it made premature peace practically impossible.  Civilian dissent increased as the war went on.  This was most extremely exemplified in Russia.  Russia’s government had been in ruins at the start of the war. This gave Lenin and his Bolsheviks an easy opportunity to live out their Marxist dream for the motherland.  The new communist government immediately made a place agreement especially damaging for the county but ended hostilities nonetheless.


Once the rest of the world had made peace, there came a time for doling out responsibility and revenge.  Woodrow Wilson tried to push his League of Nations as well as a more moderate reprisal for the conquered.  Unfortunately, Europe would not have it, each nation citing billion dollar fees for Germany and large land demands to rebuild their respective empires.  They got it in the Treaty of Versailles, which basically prevented the new republic governed Germany to keep a standing army.  The once proud county was set up for the first charismatic leader to seize control.


After the conflict, Wilson’s struggle to preserve democracy and world peace fell short.  The nationalistic Germany was soon under control of the Nazi party, and their aid in creating communist Russia was essential.  Russia became the next great source of fear in the West after World War II, and was considered the heartland of communism during the cold war.  Women essentially became equals (in a legal sense) by virtue of their suffrage.  The war also laid the foundation for increased female independence in the roaring twenties.  The greatest generation may not have fought the Great War, but World War I certainly affected more generations than its terrible successor.
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