Well James……

We had a lot of good times over all these years didn’t we ….way too many to count.

There were all the Standard Tube parties with all of our office friends…..oh I think I told you I am looking after all your girls for you…..it is tough but just something a friend has got to do I guess. 

We helped move you and Brenda into your new house , and then tried to build a shed in your back yard - at least it stayed standing for a few years didn’t it. 

There were the trips the four of us (you & Brenda and Karm & I) took to Georgia and Michigan, and the camping trips to Niagara Falls and London and trying to put up your new tent.

I really don’t think the 2 of us were the best handymen around . 

And of course the births of these 2 amazing kids Laura and Paul. 

I remember the day Laura was born you were so excited and hyper after being in the hospital all day that you wanted to take our dog for a walk before we had pizza at our place to celebrate.

We got together every Super Bowl Sunday usually at your house – we always joked didn’t we that I liked to get the kids worked up and then would go home and leave them for you guys to handle . Worked for me.

And how about all the so called meals we had at our famous Fritzies hangout. 

We had to go the book stores if at all possible on every trip we took. 

And for a lot of years there were our Friday nights out after work. 

You came to my hockey games when I think most nights you were the only one in the stands. 

We went to local ball games…..I enjoyed much better going to watch the games with you rather than having Scott & your Braemar team beat the heck out of my Sweaburg team.

And we tried to get out golfing as often as we could – at least that is what we called it. 

We had lots of trips to Toronto to see the Leafs or the Jays. 

We went to see Laura skate and to Paul’s games and watch them do so well.

We took Paul to local special hockey events where he could get autographs.

And of course what we are probably most famous for the last 20 years – our annual Buffalo football trips – some of them a little more eventful than others – a number of times including Scott and Graham and others. We figured out though that, the last number of years going by ourselves were pretty uneventful, so it must have been those other 2 guys.

And we spent lots of time just sitting at your place or ours just chatting – usually about how we could fix the company or the state of world affairs and of course sports – I think we sometimes only had one thing on our minds and that was sports.

And of course we talked and talked and talked about the kids…..where & when Laura was skating next, and where & when Paul’s next game was, or what other activities they were doing. 

And we chatted on the computer almost daily and usually in the middle of the night when most sane people would be in bed asleep.

There were many many other things too…… way too many more to try to mention now.

We spent so much time together I think people were starting to wonder about us.

And there were some tougher times…..

You started having some health issues, but even so….

Last summer you came to the hospital to see me even though you hated hospitals as I did – oddly enough in the same room that you would spend your time.

And you came over to babysit me and our dog the week I came home…… Shadow was always so excited to see you ….but funny I really don’t understand the fascination he had with your shoes.

And most recently you came to my mom’s visitation even though you were not feeling as well as you could have – that so much surprised me and meant so much to me.

Over the last while when times were tough for you we just sat and talked – imagine that - we found we didn’t need to go to all these places and events after all – gee think of all the money we could have saved all these years , sorry girls – but that is what we enjoyed to do so much.   All of these are things best friends do I guess.

Maybe some people find 2 men having a relationship like ours to be unusual….but we didn’t …..of course that may have been because a lot of people here would say we acted like kids most of the time anyway.

The last few weeks has been really tough on you…..but now you are finally at peace , and I am so glad you are no longer suffering.

Thanks for all the great times and memories that I will never ever forget…..

Karm & I will miss you so much and always think of you because we are always best friends. 

But I know you don’t like all this sadness and attention stuff , and we were so much into having fun , so I am going smile and laugh at all the good times like you would , and I will try to get everyone here to do the same.

There are enough stupid things we did over the years that would make a great comedy and make anyone laugh. 

Oh by the way one more thing, maybe you could please put in a good word for the Leafs and the Bills for me with the man upstairs ……..they seem to really need all the help they can get don’t they.

As we always said……see ya later buddy.

Now if any of you are crying or sad please stop and smile and laugh, and think of all the fun times like Jamie wants us all to do. 

I know I will.

