Pre Sem Club Constitution, 1997

Preamble: Our Lord Jesus Christ has called all Christians to be priests of God through Baptism and the Word. He has also called some of those Christians to be pastors (1 Peter 2:9; Eph. 4:11; 1 Cor. 12:29-30).


In the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope (31) we are told: “The second article is even clearer than the first because Christ gave the apostles only spiritual power, that is, the command to preach the Gospel, proclaim the forgiveness of sins, administer the sacraments and excommunicate the godless…. For Christ said, ‘Go therefore and teach them to observe all that I have commanded you’ (Mt. 28:19,20), and also, ‘As the Father has sent me, even so I send you’ (Jn. 20:21).”


1 Tim. 3 tells us: “Here is a trustworthy saying: If any one sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.”


Therefore, we the students, in order to promote the fellowship, education, spirituality, maturity and faith of those who seek to be pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, do establish this club, in the year of our Lord 1997, for the glory of God and the service of our neighbor.

Art. I: Name

The name of this organization shall be the “Pre-Sem Club”.

Art. II: Purpose

The mission of the Pre-Sem Club is to promote the fellowship, education, spirituality, maturity and faith of those who seek to be pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

Art. III: Membership

1. Active membership is open to male students who are interested in becoming a pastor in the LCMS or a synodical body in altar and pulpit fellowship with the same. (Membership is not restricted to those who are in the pre-sem program). These members may vote or hold office.

2. Associate membership is open to all pastors in the LCMS or sister synodical bodies, who may not vote nor hold office.

3. Alumni membership is open to former active members who have graduated. These may not vote nor hold office.

4. The club sponsor is ordinarily the Pre-Sem director. The club sponsor is a member without voting privileges. 

5. Members are expected to support the club by attending meetings regularly, bringing necessary materials to club meetings and participating in club activities.

Art. IV: Elected Officers

1. Officers consist of President, Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer.

2. The common duties of the officers and the club sponsor are

a. to plan for the discussion of practical and theological issues,

b. to encourage the reading and discussion of the Bible and the Book of Concord,

c. to plan for guest speakers to address the club,

d. to promote pre-seminary recruitment,

e. to plan other opportunities for fellowship.

3. The particular duties of the president shall be:

a. to call meetings of the Pre-Sem Club

b. to represent the Club to all other concerned groups or individuals

c. to assume the duties of the Vice-President in the even of a vacancy, and 

d. to arrange the activities of the officers pertaining to club matters.

4. The particular duties of the Vice-President shall be:

a. to preside at meetings of the Pre-Sem Club

b. to assume the duties of the President in the event of a vacancy,

c. to assume the duties of the Treasurer in the event of a vacancy.

5. The particular duties of the Secretary-Treasurer shall be:

a. to give a regular summary of the financial condition of the organization to its general membership,

b. to forward accurate financial records of the organization to his successor, 

c. to exchange information with the treasurer of the Associated Students of Concordia College to help both parties keep and maintain accurate financial records,

d. to handle all financial matters of the Pre-Sem Club,

e. to keep record of men in the pre-sem program,

f. to keep record of the members of the Pre-Sem Club,

g. to urge regular participation by club members, and

h. to manage the recruitment and publicity undertakings of the group.

6. Elections will be managed thusly:

a. Between April 1st and 20th, the club will nominate at least two candidates for each office in this order: Pres., VP, S/T. A member may be nominated for more than one office. If this is done the number nominees in the lower of the nominated offices will require more than two candidates. (E.g. If a member is nominated for Pres and VP, there must be at least three nominees for VP. If the member were selected for Pres there would only be one nominee for VP).

b. The club officers and club sponsor will then select the new officers and announce the results of their decision at the following meeting.

c. The new officers’ terms of office begin at the close of the school year and continue to the close of his predecessor’s term.

Art. V: Meetings

1. Meetings are open to members and those who are interested in theological matters.

2. Meetings shall be held weekly, at a time and place deemed reasonable by the President, with the approval of the active members.

3. Quorum consists of one quarter of the active members.

4. Other meetings and activities shall be approved as the club deems necessary.

5. Meetings must not conflict with Pre-Sem Program activities.

Art. VI: Ratification and Amendment

1. This constitution shall be originally ratified upon acceptance by all charter members of the Pre-Sem Club, indicated by their signatures, and of the faculty advisor.

2. This constitution may be amended thusly:

a. At any regularly scheduled meeting of the Pre-Sem Club a two-thirds majority vote will Present amendments.

b. at the following meeting, a two-thirds majority vote will Accept.

c. An amendment changed after being Presented will require a new vote to Present, because it is a different amendment.

3. By-laws may be amended just as the constitution is, except that only a simple majority vote is required to Present and Accept.

Faculty Sponsor KBB /signed/

Charter members:

original signatures

Ben Mayes

Doug Bauman

Paul L. Beisel

Michael Frese

Heath R. Curtis

Jonathan D. Priest

Bert C. Mueller III

Jason Dart

Rob Mayes

Matthew Schultz

Amendment I: Syndouloi [Presented in September 1999 by Heath Curtis and Accepted]

Section I. Whereas the constitution of the Pre-Sem Club calls for the Club to “promote fellowship, education, spirituality, maturity, and faith of those who seek to be pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod”; and whereas the aforesaid Club, while meeting at regularly scheduled meetings to fulfill this purpose, yet has no official publication to further the same, let this Amendment to the Constitution of the Pre-Sem Club hereby enact the following:

Section II.

A. Name of Publication

In order to further the cause of the Pre-Sem Club as delineated in the preamble of the constitution of the same, the aforesaid Club shall make provision for an official publication entitled Syndouloi.

B. Frequency of Publication

Syndouloi shall be published not less often than once per calendar month during the regular school year from September-April. It is in the discretion of the Editor to publish Syndouloi more often than this.

C. The Editor and His Duties

The contents, publication and distribution of Syndouloi are the primary responsibility of the Editor of the same.

1. The editor shall be an active member of the Pre-Sem Club skilled enough to carry out the duties listed below and shall be chosen by the club officers and club sponsor at the same meeting in which they elect officers for the following year pursuant to Pre-Sem Club Constitution Article IV, Section 6.

2. It shall be the duty of the current Editor of Syndouloi to present the name or names of those individuals he feels are qualified to become the Editor of Syndouloi for the following year to the club officers before the meeting in which the club officers and the club sponsor elect the new officers and new Editor of Syndouloi; the club officers and the club sponsor will choose one of the persons named by the current Editor or the current Editor himself to become the Editor for the following year.

3. The Editor will take great care in making these nominations and will train the newly elected Editor in his duties before the end of the school year in which the new Editor was elected.

Special provision: Upon the first acceptance of this Amendment the club officers will elect the first Editor of Syndouloi for the 1999-2000 school year.

4. The Editor, while not himself an officer, shall be informed of and present at all officers’ meetings so that he may be informed of official actions, events, meeting times and so forth. The Editor shall have no vote in the officers’ meetings but shall be able to give input and advice at the discretion of the President.

5. If any Editor shall fail to fulfill his duties, especially not publishing Syndouloi with the frequency required by this Amendment, or misuse his editorship in some way not becoming the Pre-Sem Club, the club officers may dismiss him on a majority vote which must be ratified by the club sponsor to become effective.

6. Any vacancy in the editorship of Syndouloi, whether by resignation or dismissal, shall be filled within one (1) week by the club officers and club sponsor electing a new Editor.

D. The content of Syndouloi
1. The contents of Syndouloi should reflect the faith and life of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and should seek “to promote fellowship, education, spirituality, maturity, and faith of those who seek to be pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.”

2. It shall be the duty of the Editor to ensure that each edition of Syndouloi contains the following:

i. A devotion which shall include at least a reading from Scripture and a connected reading from the Book of Concord; a devotional thought; a prayer. This devotion may be the work of the Editor or some other person and shall reflect the faith life of the Evangelical Lutheran Church;

ii. Club meeting times, places and topics for the next 4 weeks as known from the officers at the time of publication;

iii. Any official notices which the President or club sponsor might request;

iv. Any campus news that is pertinent to the Pre-Sem Club;

v. The prayer requests of any members of the Pre-Sem Club;

vi. A brief summary of the meetings held since the last edition of Syndouloi;

vii. The names, phone numbers, and email address of the club officers, club sponsor and Editor.

viii. A notice of copyright in this form: Copyright © (year of publication) (Editor’s Name) Pre-Sem Club, Concordia University-Seward, Nebraska.

ix. Any other printed articles, letters, editorials, stories, Bible studies, guest articles, interviews, questions, etc. which seek “to promote fellowship, education, spirituality, maturity, and faith of those who seek to be pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.”

E. The Process of Publication and Distribution of Syndouloi
1. After the Editor has compiled and printed a draft edition of Synodouloi pursuant to Sub-Section D, he shall present this draft edition to the club sponsor not less than one week before intended distribution.

2. The club sponsor shall read the draft of the edition to ensure that the Editor has fulfilled his duties and that the contents of Syndouloi “promote fellowship, education, spirituality, maturity, and faith of those who seek to be pastors in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.”

3. The club sponsor shall have the right to forbid any material from appearing in Syndouloi and if he envokes this right of censorship, he shall give a written reason why such a decision was made to the Editor and the President;

4. The club sponsor shall complete his review of the draft of the edition within one week and give his approval for distribution to the Editor by email, verbally, or written word.

5. It shall be the duty of the Editor to make enough copies of Syndouloi in order that each of the following may receive one copy each:

i. All members of the Pre-Sem Club

ii. All young men enrolled in the Pre-Sem Program at Concordia University-Seward;

iii. The club sponsor

iv. Any person who may be reached by campus mail who makes a request to receive Syndouloi.

6. The Editor shall distribute Syndouloi to the above mentioned by campus mail

7. To defray costs, the Editor shall make every effort to send Syndouloi by electronic mail who cannot be reached by campus mail, and who yet wish to receive a copy. If this cannot be accomplished, the Editor shall ask the officers to allocate funds for the third-class mailing of Syndouloi. In this manner it is hoped that alumni members will be able to read and contribute to Syndouloi.

F. The Funds Needed for Syndouloi
1. Funds needed for the photocopying of Syndouloi shall be given by the officers of the club from the Pre-Sem Club’s treasury to the Editor each time they are needed for the distribution of Syndouloi in the frequency and distribution volume so ordered in this Amendment and cannot be denied by the officers.

2. Funds for additional issues or additional mailings shall be requested of the officers by the Editor and shall be given at the discretion of the officers but should be given to the Editor unless there is a pressing reason for the request of funds to be denied.

