PRIVATE
Australian Release Dates for 2002

This provides a list of release dates for almost all the major films which will open in Australia over the next year or so. Schedules like these are frequently subject to change and do so often. Consider all release dates two weeks beyond the current date to be tentative only.


PRIVATE
05 Dec 2002:
Blue Crush
City by the Sea
Ghost Ship
Life or Something Like It
Possession
Tadpole
Killing Me Softly
Tears of the Black Tiger
The Santa Clause 2

12 Dec 2002:
Adam Sandler's 8 Crazy Nights
Die Another Day
Spirited Away
Hey Arnold! The Movie
Thunderpants

19 Dec 2002:
Sweet Home Alabama

26 Dec 2002:
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
Adaptation
8 Women
The Lion King (IMAX)
I Spy
Treasure Planet
Frida
Mostly Martha

01 Jan 2003:
The Master of Disguise
Solaris
The Country Bears

09 Jan 2003:
Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost Dreams

16 Jan 2003:
Like Mike
The Hot Chick
The Quiet American
The Sin Eater

23 Jan 2003:
Chicago
Talk to Her

26 Jan 2003:
Ned

30 Jan 2003:
Abandon

13 Feb 2003:
Horseplay
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Scoops on 2003 Films

A Sound of Thunder - Directed by Renny Harlin. A game hunter goes on a time-traveling safari to hunt dinosaurs in the prehistoric era. When confronted by a Tyrannosaurus, he loses his nerve, stumbles off the appointed path and inadvertently changes history. 
Stars: Pierce Brosnan

Adaptation - From the "Being John Malkovich" team comes a tale about writer Charlie Kaufman who is attempting to adapt Susan Orlean's "The Orchid Thief" into a film, a book that is based on the true story of John Laroche, a plant dealer who conspired to clone orchids. 
Stars: Nicolas Cage, Meryl Streep, Chris Cooper 

Airframe - Based on the novel by Michael Crichton. When a disastrous accident occurs onboard a trans-Pacific flight, an executive within the airplane manufacturing company attempts to piece together the cause - but along the way someone is following her. 
Stars: None at Present

Alexander the Great - Diect by Oliver Stone. Biographical film about the famous Macedonia ruler who conquered almost the entire civilised world by age 25. This will focus on his campaigns into Persia, North Africa and India - and his relationship with his friend Hephaestion. 
Stars: Heath Ledger

Boat Trip - Written by Mort Nathan ("Kingpin"). Two lovelorn straight guys embark on a Carribean singles cruise to try and find romance and happiness, there's one catch - they accidentally been booked on a gay cruise. 
Stars: Cuba Gooding Jr., Horatio Sanz, Roger Moore

Bulletproof Monk - Based on the 1993 comic book mini-series and set at the turnover of Hong Kong back to Chinese control. A refugee heads to San Fransisco to find a Tibetan kung-fu master to seek his help in freeing his imprisoned family. 
Stars: Chow Yun-Fat

Chasing the Dragon - Produced by Jerry Bruckheimer and based on the real life story of Veronica Guerin, an Irish journalist who published some revealing articles about the underworld of Dublin's drug scene that in retribution, the dealers had her assassinated. 
Stars: Cate Blanchett

Chicago - Film based on the famous 1975 Broadway musical. In 1920's Chicago, a chorus girl named Roxie shoots her lover and lands in jail. There she meets 'Velma', a woman in a very similar predicament who has hired a lawyer who can get her media attention.
Stars: Renee Zellweger, Catherine Zeta Jones

Company Man - An unsuspecting and rather disgruntled office worker finds himself become a spy carrying out daring acts of corporate espionage. He team up with a mysterious woman who seems to know what she is doing in order to try and regain some sense. 
Stars: Jeremy Northam, Lucy Liu

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind - Directed by George Clooney and Written by Charlie Kaufman. This comedic bio-pic covers the life of Chuck Barris, by day the host of the successful TV game program - "The Gong Show". By night, an assassin for the CIA. 
Stars: Sam Rockwell, George Clooney, Drew Barrymore

Daredevil - Based on the comic book series. A car accident causes a man to lose his sight, but gain a radar-like ability after exposure to radioactive isotopes. Years later he now fights in the guise of costumed hero 'Daredevil' and takes on an NYC mob boss named Kingpin. 
Stars: Ben Affleck, Jennifer Garner, Michael Clarke Duncan

Dolan's Cadillac - Based on the short story by Stephen King. When a man's wife is slain for witnessing a mob boss personally executing a traitor, a teacher sets out on a plan of revenge out in the desert which involves the mobster slowly being buried alive.
Stars: Sylvester Stallone, Kevin Bacon

Dreamcatcher - Based on the novel by Stephen King. In the snow covered winter woods of Northern Maine, four old friends and several army commandos are caught in the middle of trying to stop an alien contagion from spreading after a UFO crash. 
Stars: Morgan Freeman, Tom Sizemore, Thomas Jane

El Diablo - Whn a powerful drug cartel boss is imprisoned, a man known only as 'Diablo' takes over the business which begins to expand at such a dangerous rate that two DEA agents release the former drug lord and use his help to take down the mysterious 'Diablo'. 
Stars: Vin Diesel, Timothy Olyphant, Larenz Tate

Enchanted - Combined live-action/CG animated tale about a peasant girl in a fairytale world who's banished to New York City after falling for the Prince, but once there falls for a married man. The Prince and his evil Queen mother soon follow her to NYC. 
Stars: John Travolta, Susan Sarandon, David Hyde Pierce

Exorcist 4:1 - Prequel to the original horror film classic. This follows the journey of Father Merrin (played by Max Von Sydow in the original) as a young priest traveling through Africa which leads him to his first encounter with demonic forces. 
Stars: Liam Neeson

Farenheit 451 - Based on the classic novel by Rad Bradbury. In a facist future society where independent thought and speech is quelled, a book burner suddenly realises the futility of life this way whilst uncovering an underground rebellion who memorise book contents. 
Stars: (Rumoured): Joseph Fiennes, Charlize Theron

Femme Fatale - Directed by Brian DePalma. A film noir style thriller about a female con artist trying to go straight but finding her crooked past catching up to her at several turns, whilst a paparazzi journalist becomes infatuated with her. 
Stars: Antonio Banderas, Rebecca Romjin-Stamos, Peter Coyote

Four Feathers - Directed by Shekar Kapur ("Elizabeth") and based on the famed novel. In Sudan, 1898 a British officer resigns from his post right before a major battle with Afrian rebels. His friends believe he is a coward, though are unaware he is going undercover.
Stars: Heath Ledger, Wes Bentley, Kate Hudson

Good Omens - Directed by Terry Gilliam and based on the Neil Gaiman/Terry Pratchett novel. A comedic tale of a demon and angel teaming up to find the real Anti-Christ after its revealed he was switched at birth, and clean up the ensuing mess. 
Stars: None at Present

Happy Campers - A very diverse and troubled team of college freshmen who spend their summer as camp counselors after their tyrannical camp director is accidentally incapacitated, resulting in the counselors taking it upon themselves to spice up the traditional daily activities. 
Stars: Brad Renfro, Dominique Swain, Justin Long

Harry Potter and The Prisoner of Azkabhan - Harry's third year of school starts with a bang as hooded creatures known as Dementors patrol the school in search of an escaped magician who killed dozens of people. When the truth is revealed though, things become complicated. 
Stars: None at Present

Highway - Directed by James Cox. Two childhood friends embark on a road trip to Kurt Cobain's funeral, and along the way, they will come to terms with life, death and what it means to be an outsider at the end of the 20th Century.
Stars: Jared Leto, Selma Blair, Jake Gylenthaal

House of 1000 Corpses - Directed by Rob Zombie. November 1977, Mid-West America. Taking shelter from a rainstorm, a group of young people stumble upon a strange house in the middle of nowhere. This belongs to no chainsaw-wielding maniac though, this is much worse. 
Stars: Sid Haig, Karen Black, Jeanne Carmen

I Spy - Directed by Betty Thomas. Loose film adaptation of the classic TV series with Bill Cosby. A major basketball player is coerced into helping the CIA to retrieve a stolen $250 million dollar fighter jet prototype from an arms dealer who also owns basketball teams. 
Stars: Eddie Murphy, Owen Wilson

I'm With Lucy - Romantic comedy about a young woman whose dumped by the man she considered to be perfect, and so goes on a series of blind dates to try and find a good one. Trouble is that's a task more difficult than it sounds. 
Stars: Monica Potter, David Boreanaz, John Hannah

Kill Bill - Written and Directed by Quentin Tarantino. A prostitute is shot by her pimp and goes into a coma for nine years. Upon awakening and hearing the news she does what you'd expect, goes on a homicidal rampage to take revenge. 
Stars: Uma Thurman, Warren Beatty

Marci X - A young Jewish woman takes control of her father's hard-core rap focussed record label and deal with the aftermath of the success of "Shoot Ya Teacher", a highly controversial single from artist Dr. Snatchcatcher who falls under her label. 
Stars: Lisa Kudrow, Damon Wayans, Christine Baranski

Marlowe - Looks at the conspiracy theory involving Queen Elizabeth, a infatuated male lover, and 16th century English playwright Christopher Marlowe - the man who may have penned some of the most famous plays of his friend & rival - William Shakespeare.
Stars: Jude Law

Mickey - Written by John Grisham. A single father has to run off to Vegas with his son when he becomes the target of an IRS investigation. Their new found anonimity is threatened when the son joins the Little League baseball team and shows off talent that garners national attention. 
Stars: Harry Connick Jr., Shawn Salinas, Michelle Johnson

No Good Deed - A cop who specialises in auto theft tries to help his good friend whose daughter has gone missing. What starts out a simple disappearance however turns into a tangled web of kidnapping, embezzlement and organised crime. 
Stars: Samuel L. Jackson, Milla Jovovich, Stellan Skarsgard

Once Upon a Time in Mexico - The last in the El Mariachi/Desperado trilogy from Director Robert Rodriguez. This time we have the gun carrying guitarist El Mariachi using his hyper-violent gun play antics to take on a drug cartel whilst confront a corrupt CIA agent. 
Stars: Antonio Banderas, Willem Dafoe, Johnny Depp

S.W.A.T. - The disgruntled ex-leader of a Los Angeles Police Department's SWAT unit is called back in to reform a new team in order to protect a dangerous high profile criminal from rival gangsters intent on killing off the competition - permanently. 
Stars: None at Present

Scorched - Three separate employees at a bank branch in a small desert town plot to break in and steal the contents of the vault. Trouble is each one is planning to do this individually on the sameweekend and have no idea of the other two's schemes. 
Stars: Rachael Leigh Cooke, Woody Harrelson, Alicia Silverstone

Shanghai Knights - Sequel to the comedy western "Shanghai Noon". This time Imperial guard Chon Wang and cowboy Roy O'Bannon travel to London at the turn-of-the-century to thwart a conspiracy underway to overthrow the British and Chinese empires. 
Stars: Jackie Chan, Owen Wilson

Smoke & Mirrors - Based on the true story of French magician Jean Eugene Robert Houdin. In 1856, Napoleon the Third sends Houdin and his beautiful assistant to Algeria to find and disprove the seemingly 'supernatural abilities' of the leader in a Holy War going on. 
Stars: Michael Douglas, Catherina Zeta-Jones, Kirk Douglas

Spawn 2: Dark Justice - A much darker and more in the style of the comic book sequel to the live action 1997 film. This time the action focuses on the hardened police detective Sam and the thorough somewhat dweebish Twitch investigating a serial killer.
Stars: None at Present

Stark Raving Mad - A group of young guys have come up with the ultimate cover they need to break into and rob a bank - they'll throw a rave party in the abandoned warehouse next door with the noise distracting the cops and neighbours whilst they carry out the plan. 
Stars: Seann William Scott, Adam Arkin, Lou Diamond Phillips

Taking Lives - Based on the novel by British author Michael Pye. An FBI profiler is on the trail of a young Dutch serial killer who assumes the lives and identities of the people he kills as he travels across America. Along the way she'll discover the impact the man has had on various people.
Stars: Jennifer Lopez

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles - A CG animated feature film from Director John Woo and based around the pizza-eating four mutant turtles as they take on the evil Shredder. The film is in tone with the dark, violent and bloody comic book. 
Stars: None at Present

Terminator 3 - Third film in the series, currently stuck in development hell. No word on an actual storyline though the main villain is a female Terminator apparently made entirely of energy so it can't be damaged and can move great distances instantneously.
Stars: Arnold Schwarzenegger, Kristanna Loken, Linda Hamilton

The Birth of the Pink Panther - Directed by Ivan Reitman. The tenth 'Pink Panther' film is an origin story about the bumbling Inspector Clouseau and his assistant Kato who are in search of the cat burglar that's stolen the famed 'pink panther' diamond. 
Stars: None at Present

The Devil & Daniel Webster - Directed by Alec Baldwin. A writer makes a deal with the devil (in the form of a young woman) to become famous and does. When the time comes up to pay however, he seeks the help of a famous barrister to try and get him out of the deal he made. 
Stars: Alec Baldwin, Jennifer Love Hewitt, Anthony Hopkins

The Good Girl - A woman trapped in a sexually frustrating marriage finds herself having a fling with a co-worker in a department store. The motivation behind the affair? She believe the guy is Holden Caulfield, narrator of "The Catcher in the Rye". 
Stars: Jennifer Aniston, Jake Gyllenhaal, Zooey Deschanel

The Guest - When a man's grumpy boss asks his employee to house sit for him, the young man tries to woo the boss' daughter whom he's had a crush on for a long time - trouble is he's unprepared for the various house guests she's invited to stay while Dad's away.
Stars: Ashton Kutcher, Tara Reid, Carmen Elektra

The Highbinders - After getting killed whilst investigating the Hong Kong slave trade, a Chinese immigration officer and a British Interpol agent awaken to learn they are alive and have supernatural powers to fight the crooks responsible.
Stars: Lee Evans, Jackie Chan

The Hulk - Based on the famous comic. An accidental exposure of Dr. Bruce Banner causes him to mutate into a large green skinned monster when he becomes angry. Hunted down by the military, his main pursuer is also the father of a woman Banner is in love with. 
Stars: Eric Bana, Jennifer Connelly, Nick Nolte

The Hunted - In Portland, an assassin regularly goes around killing off deer hunters in the vast local forest. He's captured but flees the custody of an FBI 'tracker' who teams up with a field agent in pursuit of the killer before he kills them. 
Stars: Tommy Lee Jones, Benicio Del Toro, Connie Nielsen

The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King - Last film in the classic trilogy. As the army of Gondor fortify Minas Tirith and march against the Orcs, Sam and Frodo reach Mordor and head for Mount Doom to try and complete their mission. 
Stars: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellan, Viggo Mortensen

The Magician's Wife - Based on the John Moore novel. In 1856, Napoleon III sends magician Jean Eugene Robert Houdin and his beautiful assistant to Algeria to find and disprove the 'supernatural abilities' of the leader in a Holy War. Same story as "Smoke & Mirrors". 
Stars: Kate Winslet, Geoffrey Rush

The Matrix Reloaded - Second film in "The Matrix" trilogy. To quash the rebellion, the matrix releases a computer virus in the form of silver men with power equal to Neo. Soon they spread and multiply so fast that the agents must ally themselves with the rebellion to try and stop them. 
Stars: Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne, Carrie Ann-Moss

The Matrix Revolutions - Third film in "The Matrix" trilogy. With Neo trapped inside the crumbling Matrix whilst the others rush to protect Zion from the machines, the end is about to be determined as to who'll survive in the human vs. machines war. 
Stars: Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne, Carrie Ann-Moss

The Phantom of the Opera - Based on Andrew Lloyd Weber's famous play and adapted by Ben Elton. In 19th century Paris, a mysterious masked figure haunts the bowels of the famous Opera hall and a new young soprano discovers his secret and asks to be tutored by him.
Stars: None at Present

The Touch - Directed by "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" cinematographer Peter Pau. The story follows a Chinese family of circus acrobats set out on a long journey to find a mystical artifact that was stolen from Hong Kong and is hidden somewhere in the Himalayas. 
Stars: Michelle Yeoh, Daniel Wu, Jean Reno

Tick Tock - Shot in 'real time'. A female FBI agent rushes to find several bombs hidden around various LA shopping malls her only help is the main suspect who has amnesia. As it fades, the more accurately he can remember the bombs location but the bigger threat he becomes. 
Stars: Jennifer Lopez

Timeline - Based on the novel by Michael Crichton "Jurassic Park"). Three students from Yale are forced to travel back in time (with the help of a corporation) to 14th Century France to rescue their history professor whose trapped in the past. 
Stars: Paul Walker, Gerard Butler, Frances O'Connor

True Lies 2 - Directed by James Cameron. Sequel to the 1994 action comedy hit about Harry Trasker, a devoted father and loving husband who also worked as a spy for the top secret 'Omega Sector' for nearly 20 years without his family's knowledge. 
Stars: Arnold Schwarzenegger, Jamie Lee Curtis, Tom Arnold

Tusker - CG animated project that follows a herd of elephants on a perilous trek across Southeast Asia. In their travels, they encounter a wide variety of dangers, including a group of marauding poachers who the elephants must elude if they are to complete their journey.
Stars: Jodie Foster, Morgan Freeman, Dana Carvey

Who Shot Victor Fox? - Directed by James Fox ("My Best Friend's Wedding"). A middle-aged housewife and a British valet unite to avenge the death of a mutual love interest and journey from the heart of the Midwest to the streets of London. 
Stars: Rupert Everett, Kathy Bates, Dan Aykroyd

X-Men 2 - Directed by Bryan Singer. The mutants are forced to deal with an enemy threat they can't fight with their powers - a deadly virus that only kills mutants and adds fuel to the fire over the human vs mutants debate. 
Stars: Patrick Stewart, Hugh Jackman, Anna Paquin

Young Adam - Based on the novel by Scottish writer Alexander Trocchi. An erotic thriller about Joe, a drifter helping a barge owner and his beautiful wife on a canal between Glasgow and Edinburgh, and on the journey finds a female corpse adrift in the water. 
Stars: Ewan McGregor, Tilda Swinton

