Architecture on Pern

The following are some general thoughts on Pernese Architecture:

Shelters

Shelters are usually a temporary structure with little finesse to them.  They are typically used for several months at a time (or less) and normally have to be rebuilt with each occupation.

The simplest method used is to plank over a small ravine (or similar), cover the planks with earth and then with layers of stone – the last is most important.    A stone lintel or ledge is usually made at the door, which is well recessed by up to several feet from the eaves of the shelter.

A more permanent ‘cabin’ can be made in much the same way but is wasteful of wood, stone, space and energy.    The first – wood – tends to be the restricting factor in any building work.

Brick

Although brick has many uses, it is rarely used on an external facing.  Most red brick is clay based and is both permeable and thread susceptible.    These two points make it dangerous to use in exterior building work.   There are the white bricks though, which are effectively forms of quick-set, which is threadproof.  Its ‘recipe’ though, is restricted to the Smith and Miner crafts.

Brick is more commonly used for interior work, where it allows a holder to square away the walls of his hold and also add warmth, away from possibly damp cave walls.   It also allows him to provide a level service without having to spend too much time on laboriously levelling the floor space.

Similarly, brick drainage work is not unknown, as it is an area under little danger from threadfall.

Tiles

In many cases similar to brick, the question must be asked about how thread-proofed they are.  Many of the comments about brick apply to Tile, however we do know, from the White Dragon, that tiles were used for the roof at Cove Hold.

If there is a problem, it is the fact that tile is liable to cracking, far more than slate or stone.  The other problem is that thread has weight and will therefore be hitting the roof with a fair velocity – you don’t want the tiles to crack under the impact!

Stone

Stone is always the preferred method of exterior building, but even here you have to take into account the local resources.  Some stone is too impermeable for certain climates, but is generally considered thread-proof.   It should be noted though, that several comments suggest that a good metre or so of cliff face is considered ‘safe’.  Is there a reason for this that we don’t know about?

Wood

Wood is generally disdained as an exterior building material because it can be and will be eaten by thread.   It is needed for roof supports, as iron girders have probably not been used since the second interval.    There may be an exception to this.   We know the Mandamo and Skybroom trees are thread resistant whilst living and the Mandamo whilst dead, so the wood may be capable of providing thread proof shelter – though I personally wouldn’t like to risk it!

Quickset

Quickset is a generic term.  It tends to cover both mortar and a concrete mix.    In many ways, it is similar to brick in that most holders may make it locally, but the recipe for certain types are only known to the crafts.

Quickset usually refers to the type of mortar used to seal brick and stone work.   Depending on the mix, it may mean that exterior joints may need re-pointing on a regular basis or it could last for years.  This does depend partially on local materials used to make the mortar and expertise of the mixer.

Sealant Quickset is used where a waterproof set is required.  This is commonly found in courtyards that are regularly flooded as part of thread protection.   It is generally mixed with volcanic sands to impart the waterproofing necessary.   The mix is a craft ‘secret’.

Slowset.   The term used to refer to a mix that is poured onto an uneven surface to level it off.   This mix, usually required in large amounts, takes several days to start setting and is ideal to be added to.

Roofset.    Similar to quickset, this mix is used to embed tiles or bricks in a roof.

Plaster.   Used to cover interior walls.   Considered a specialist job, but one, interestingly enough that some Harper’s are capable of doing.

Porches

External porches form a roofed area between the opening and the door proper, protecting it from thread and giving shelter before opening the door.

Internal porches work the same way but do not project from the building, having the porch area internal.

In all cases, the floor is flagged and usually raised above the surrounding ground area.

Cave vs Building

So what is the advantage to a cave?  Well, there are several.   

Convenience.   They are there, ready and just need the rough edges knocking off.  A job that can be done easily over the winter when a cotter/holders job does not entail them to be in the fields all day.

Materials.    As caves are ready made, they do not need vast amounts of scarce building material.   It is not uncommon for the cave to be ‘quarried’ and the stone used to form interior partitions and doorways.

Protection.   A cave offers immediate protection against thread and human dangers.

Warmth.   Caves keep a fairly constant temperature.   With the addition of doors at the entrance this means a perfect shelter all year round – cool in summer, warm in winter.    However, ventilation must be well balanced.   This is also very important for storage purposes, where stocks can be wintered without frostbite destroying the stores.

And disadvantages?
Locality.   In many places caves exist that are not in common use.   This is because a cave site is not always near to a site suitable for cultivation/pasturing etc.

Accessibility.    A cave site may not be easy to access – high up a cliff or in a ravine.   Even where near to a good farming site, this sort of site may require too much work to make it liveable and accessible.

Water.   Too much or not enough?   As with any site, you need water to be readily available.

Buildings.

The principal use for building a freestanding hold is that you can place it where you need to – near to water, crop and pastureland.    So why aren’t there more of them?

Resources.   A freestanding building requires far more resources than a cave site does.     It is restricted by the type of local building materials, the skill of the builder and the requirements of the site it is on.
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