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Its Time to Get up and Stay up
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Purpose: The Bible says to study to show yourself approved unto God. A workman needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).  This lesson is one that is rarely discussed in church because we hear so much that righteous man falleth seven times but he gets back up.  My question to you is you, why is it that when you get back up you can not stay up?  Does God not have the power to keep from falling?  Should you continue in sin that grace may abound?  So let's study the words and the principle of what does it actually mean “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy”. (Jude 1:24)

Focus Scriptures: Proverbs 24:16; 2 Corinthians 4:8 – 9; and Jude 1:24
Why God keeps us from falling:

God hates sin; He cannot stand to look at its ugliness. Therefore, unconfused sin in our lives comes between God and us, as a result damages our relationship with the Lord.  

"Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, or his ear too dull to hear, but your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that He will not hear." (Isaiah 59:1-2) 

Not only does unforgiveness come between God and us; it also breaks our relationships with others. 

"He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends." (Proverbs 17:9) 

The Requirements for Forgiveness: 

Because God hates sin, the price for forgiveness is high. Scripture gives the following requirements for forgiveness: 

· Sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:22) says that "without the shedding of Blood, there is no forgiveness." In the Old Testament, a sacrifice of an unblemished lamb was required to satisfy God's wrath. Jesus, the sinless Son of God, died on the cross and became the ultimate sacrifice for sin. Jesus bought our forgiveness when he died on the cross. 

"For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God." (1 Peter 3:18a) 

"In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace." (Ephesians 1:7) 

· Forgiveness of others. Another requirement for forgiveness of sins in that we forgive others. (1 Corinthians 13:5) says, "real love keeps no record of wrongs." Remember that (Proverbs 17:9) tells us that a real friend will forgive. God has also made forgiving others a requirement for receiving His forgiveness. 

"For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins." (Matthew 6:14 - 15) 

"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ, God forgave you." (Ephesians 4:32) 

· Confession of sin. We must admit our sins to God if our relationship with Him is to be restored completely. Looking back at the real need for forgiveness, we see that unconfused sin can separate us in our relationship with God. Confession is the way to restore that relationship with the Lord, remembering that it is for our own benefit that we confess to return to the Lord because He is faithful even when we are not (2 Timothy 2:13). 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9) 

· Repentance. We must decide to change, to turn from our sins. 

"Therefore this is what the Lord says, 'If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve me.'" (Jeremiah 15:19a) 

The Benefits of repenting and not falling into the cycle of SIN (Staying UP):

· Happiness. When we know God's forgiveness, we are blessed (happy). 

"Blessed (happy) is he whose transgressions are forgiven, who sins are covered. Blessed (happy) is the man whose sin and the Lord doesn't count against him nor in whose spirit is no deceit." (Psalm 32:1 - 2) 

· God chooses not to hold our sins against us. Another result of forgiveness is that God doesn't keep a record of our sins, He does not hold them against us. Because the blood of Christ covered our sins, God chooses to put them out of His mind. 

"I, even I, am he who blots (a stain or reproach) out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." (Isaiah 43:25) 
· God removes our sin from us. "It is possible for the Lord to look at us without seeing our sins because when he forgave us, he removed our sins as far as the east is from the west" (Psalm 103:12) 

· We can forgive ourselves. When we are forgiven, we can forgive ourselves and go on with our lives. 

"Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:13 - 14)
So when Jude tells us “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.”  The word falling in the Greek and Hebrew represents sin or immorality.  So in essence Jude is commending them to the grace of God, declaring sufficiently that it is God only that can give us that constancy which he requires of us.  ***This is why God gave us a comforter or has in filled us with his Holy Spirit to lead and guild us into all truth and not only that but we must do our part by feeding our spirit with the word of God.*** (Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:) John 16:13 a&b
The misconcept of Proverbs 24:16: (For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.)
The verse before Proverbs 24:16 warns not to go against the dwelling place of the uncompromising righteous and don't destroy his dwelling place (Proverbs 24:15 – amplified version) because a righteous man falleth seven times but rises again, but the wicked are overthrown by calamity. The word falleth here in the Greek and Hebrew means trouble, perplexed, persecuted or cast down.  Meaning, the righteous might fall into troubled or hardship, yet not distressed; perplexed or bewildered, but not in despair; Persecuted or mistreated, but not forsaken; cast down or depressed but not destroyed. The righteous gets up before resulting to sin because the Holy Spirit is able to keep you from falling if you want to be kept.  That is why we can say a righteous falleth seven times, but riseth back up from hardship because of the inner fortitude (Holy Spirit and faith in the word of God) that has righteous person has that an unsaved person lacks.  

However, when the wicked come up against these obstacles, they have no hope. They are overthrown by calamity; they fall into mischief, or more hard ship and a lot of times they feel suicide are their only way out.

For many years we have been taught in the church that this verse indirectly gives an excuse for sin.  My desire from this lesson is that you now know that God is able to keep you from falling (Jude 1: 24). The same virtue that you will have to use get to come out of sin that you gone back too is the same virtue or strength you can use to keep from going back into sin.  

***A scripture to keep near you***

2 Peter 1: 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 1:6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 1:7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1:9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

