Aeronautical Engineering (also known as Aerospace Engineering) is a profession that deals with Air Planes, Jets, Helicopters, Rockets, and Missiles, and how they fly.  It can be traced to the early days of mechanical engineering, a branch of Theoretical Physics.  “The earliest sketches of flight vehicles were drawn by Leonardo da Vinci, who suggested two ideas for sustentation.” (Encyclopedia Britannica)  

I never really wanted to do this type of work or be in this type of profession as I was growing up, but ever since the War with Iraq had started, the news channels have been showing pictures and video clips of Jets being used by the U.S. and Coalition forces.  That is what got me interested in the Aeronautic field.

My Strengths that I think will help well suit me to this field include, trying, great interest in Planes and how they fly, and my imaginative mind.  If I am interested in a job and I really want it then I will try very hard for it.  I’ve always had an interest in planes and helicopters, but I never wanted to get more information on them, then how fast they could fly.  I always imagine things in the future, and I think that would be a great help in this type of profession for designing airplanes.

My responsibilities would be developing extraordinary machines, from airplanes that weigh over a half a million pounds to spacecraft that travel over 17,000 miles an hour.  I would design, develop, and test aircraft, spacecraft, and missiles and supervise the manufacturing of these products. (http://www.bls.gov/oco)

A typical day’s hours would be very similar to any office-type work environment.  An Aeronautical Engineer would normally work a 40-hour week.  Each day would begin around 7 or 8 am, and end around 4 or 5 pm.  Depending on the kind of work you do, determines the number of hours in a day you’ll need to work in order to complete your work. (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)

Aeronautical Engineering is just like any other office job.  On some projects, you’ll need to work with others in order to complete it.  While, Some other projects may not require assistance from one or more other persons. (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)

Business start-up expenses would not be necessary, unless you were planning on starting your own Aeronautical Company.  You would only need to take some Engineering classes in College.  Having a good background in mathematics, physics, and computers are highly recommended. (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)

If you need extra funds, you could get a regular job to begin with, you could get financial aid, or you can barrow money from your parents or banks.

In 2000, Aerospace Engineers held about 50,000 jobs in the US.  Almost one-half worked in the aircraft and parts, guided missile, and space vehicle manufacturing industries. (http://www.bls.gov/oco)


Most Aeronautical Engineers enjoy their job.  There aren’t very many engineers who dislike this profession.  Jobs in this profession are usually held for just about the employee’s entire career.  (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)


The pay scale for an Aeronautical Engineer is about $40,000 to $50,000 with a bachelor’s degree,  $45,000 to $55,000 with a master’s degree, and $50,000 to $60,000 with a doctorate.  If you are experienced, you would usually make anywhere from $75,000 to $150,000 or more depending on your experience and seniority. (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)


In order to hold a job in this profession, you would need to “obtain at least a bachelor of science degree (BS) from a school that has been properly accredited by some official group, such as ABET.” (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)  “All of the major schools in the US have this accreditation.” (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)


Training is not really necessary in this type of field.  You would just need to get an education in Science, Math, and Physics.  It would probably take about 4 to however many years it takes for you to complete college.  It would take longer to receive your Doctorate, but in the end you’ll be making more money.


You could attend any “school that has been properly accredited by some official group, such as ABET.” (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)  “All of the major schools in the US have this accreditation.” (http://www.aerospaceweb.org)


You would need to have acceptable grades to get you into college and then from then on, you would just need to maintain grades that will be acceptable in order to graduate out of college.

