Snakeheads
Snakeheads are a freshwater aggressive fish, that eat nearly anything they can get a hold of, ranging anywhere from meat they eat off of other fish to pellets that they can be raised on, and they are capable of growing up to three feet long.  They are at the top of their food chain where they originate, and are also at the top in nearly any environment that you can find them.  They are a gluttonous fish, and have no sense of limit when it comes to eating.  As long as food is present, regardless of whether or not they are hungry, they will most likely eat it anyway.  This accounts for why they are as big as they are when they are caught, and why they are potentially dangerous to whatever environment they are introduced into.  There are several types of these fish, about 28 different species of snakehead in total.
Snakeheads originate from southeast Asia, where they are predominately 
breed and used as a food.  There it is considered to be a delicacy and sometimes 
can also be found to be used as a medicine to treat wounds. 

( http://urbanlegends.miningco.com/library/bl-an072902.htm )
These fish prefer to live in relatively tropical environment, having water temperatures from 72 – 78 degrees, but have been known to survive in temperatures other than that.  In order to properly thrive, these fish need a lot of room to swim around in.  If it ever becomes too crowded or spaces become too small, their territorial nature comes into play, and then only the strongest survive.  And when they feel that what they live in becomes too unsatisfactory, they even have the ability, if it is close enough, to relocate themselves to other bodies of water by traversing the distance over land.  Their fins are of a different make than most fish, and are actually hard and strong enough to act as legs, which they use to wriggle across the ground and into the nearest body of water.  They breathe, in the meantime, through their lungs.  The lungs are able to trap and keep water in pockets, which when rippled, absorb the oxygen into these pockets of water, and then in turn, the fish uses to breathe.  Unfortunately, this process doesn’t last indefinitely, and can only be maintained up about three days. 

These fish make into the United States by man.  They are sold as pets and kept in aquariums.  They have made into ponds and lakes also by man.  It has been known that when some people get tired of their fish, or if the fish becomes too large for their tank, which is most likely the case, they just try to find a place to dump them.  The local pond or lake usually becomes the choice they make.  In the past, when they are caught, they have never been considered any type of threat because they have usually only been single fish released by their owners, and therefore of no concern.  However, this incident that occurred in Maryland is different, for not only was one released, but also another and they were a breeding pair.

This man, who released the pair into the pond, was eventually turned in by a friend, who was rewarded with a nice check for doing so.  The fish were then traced back to a New York fish store, and now laws there, and soon throughout the US, are trying to be passed to make it illegal for these fish, as well as others to ever be released into the wild.
In these ponds in Maryland, there were over one hundred being found ( Baltimore Sun, June 22, 2002 ), and these ponds were located within a snakeheads land traveling distance from Little Patuxent River, in which they could make it downstream to the Jug Bay Wetlands.  If this occurs, they would be able to take over everything, and would eventually kill all other fish life where they go, until there is no food left for them and then they themselves would perish.  So knowing this, their extermination in these ponds is very much necessary, and must be done before any are willing or able to make such a journey.

Unfortunately, there are very few feasible ways to go about doing so.  In most cases, killing them in one fashion, would mean killing all other fish life as well, and in the other cases, specifically going after the snakeheads would be too time consuming.  Some methods that were proposed were electric shock, poisons, herbicides, intense fishing, draining the ponds, and waiting for winter.  Each method has a draw back.  If electric shock was used, the fish that are within that area will only be affected, stunned, and then raised to the surface.  During the time that they are stunned, if they got all of them, every single one would have to be caught and killed.  If even two were able to recover and escape, or not be affected enough to be killed or stunned, then the problem would occur again down the road.  Poisoning the fish in the pond could result in poisonous run off which could end up killing a lot more than what is desired.  Herbicides would drain the oxygen in the water so low that the fish would want to just simply leave and relocate, which would most likely be the river.  Intense fishing would be too time consuming, costly, and not as effective as other methods.  Draining the ponds would also cause the fish to relocate, and waiting for winter could result in the same.
What the officials on the matter ended up doing was a combination of two of the methods.  They used herbicides to drain the oxygen and used poisons, in a lesser amount than otherwise needed because of the use of herbicides, and killed all life in these ponds.  They did this because it was the most effective way, and it guaranteed the deaths of all the snakeheads, and prevented a huge loss of life in the wild.
All of this occurred because of one man.  An aquarium owner, who could no longer fit two of these fish in his tank released them into the wild, and ended up killing almost all the fish that were in that pond, created a panic about the local ecosystem, and cost taxpayers far more than they would have ever liked so that his former pets and their offspring could be killed and for an environment to be saved.

