Interview with Ash’s Mark Hamilton and Rick McMurray

10/14/02

By Katie Zubretsky

Tonight I had the pleasure of speaking with Mark “DMH” Hamilton, Ash bassist, and Rick “Rock” McMurray, drummer of Ash.  The rhythm section of this Northern Irish foursome have been idols of mine.  Interviewing them tonight has been an eye-opener for me.  Not only was I meeting them, I was working with them.  Ash have been on quite a few U.S. tours lately, in support of their latest, and quite successful album, “Free All Angels” and the recent release of the greatest hits album.  They were on Moby’s Area 2 Tour, Coldplay, and Dashboard Confessional and will be hitting the Webster Theatre again with Saves the Day on December 8th.  This interview is from the Dashboard Confessional tour.  (Many of these questions were taken from the Ash Messageboard, hence the sheer lunacy).  

Why are your fans so crazy/obsessed with the band?

Mark: I have no idea…I think they get off on the music, they can relate to it.  We’re not pompous; we’re quite like them.  

Rick:  I think the reason as well is that when we started we were the same age as a lot of our fans.  

Has Tim (lead vocals and guitar) ever considered getting a Gibson Firebird, because they’re gorgeous, not like Flying Vs?

Mark:  He can’t the Flying V is his staple like…

Rick:    The Firebird is Mark’s, if we all had the same guitars we’d look like ZZ Top…

Many have commented on how Mark is true to the Firebird bass all these years.

Mark:  Actually I played a Mexican Fender Jazz on the last album…

Katie:   I’ll cut that one out…

Why does Tim never close his mouth when he gets his photo taken?

Mark:  I dunno, maybe there’s just an incredibly good looking photographer…

Rick:   Maybe he’s very proud of his teeth…

Chesney or Huey?

Begins an awful banter about Chesney Hawkes (a one hit wonder with his 1991 song, “The One and Only”) and Huey.  

Mark:    Huey because we’re mates with him.  

Rick:      I really don’t understand the question…

Has Dave Mustaine, the much loved and missed singer of Megadeth, got the best mullet in rock?

Rick:  I don’t think it was a mullet, I think it was just long, with a bad front thing.  I think it was from all the freebasing he did.  Actually, Dashboard’s guitar tech worked for Megadeth, so you could ask him.  

Mark: We used to idolize that sort of thing when we were like 12.  We tried to grow our hair as long as we could, but the schoolmaster would get after us.  We’d keep it just above our shoulders.  

Why is there a headless basketball team, except for one player, in the photo library of the American release of  “1977” compared to the British release?

Mark:  We already got asked that question, that’s Tim’s brother.  He put that question on the messageboard, I saw that.  

Rick:  Michael…

Mark: He himself is the one head.  In the American version, we had to have a release of rights…obviously we had his permission.  The picture was from the ‘60s or ‘70s…so the rest were not to be gotten…

Why are mountains so high?

Rick:  Because rivers are so deep.  

Mark: Well, the geography, the plates…(trails off).

Rick:  Go back to school and stop doing drugs.

What color eyes has Tim got?

Rick:  Blue…

Mark: Grayish blue?

Rick:  Blue.

Katie: That’s years of camaraderie for you…

How does it feel to have such an obsessed boarder getting to 10,000 posts and that his poems are so good?

Mark:  That’s Matt-o-Mac, he’s been posting away to himself like.  His poems are good too.  He’s quite an enigma, Matt-o-Mac.  People slag too much, they’re just jealous.

Tim and Charlotte Hatherley (guitar and vocals) walk in…

Tim:  What’s Matt-o-Mac up to now?

Mark: Reached his 10,000 posts…

Tim begins to play with Mark’s football…I lose them all for a minute…Charlotte disappears to the other room with her acoustic guitar. 

Why is there a mean boarder called Kerouac who says mean things and says that Ash are dead.

Mark: Oh that’s Tim…

Rick:   He’s called that because he jacks off so much.   JACK Kerouac. 

Mark: Does he jack off a lot?

Rick:   Oh, I dunno…

What do you like about America, and what can you do here instead of at home?

Mark:  Go to Wal-Mart and buy a pump-action shotgun.

Rick:   You can buy quite good sights as well…become a sniper around the Washington area…Worst thing was they were looking for someone in a white van, here we are travelling around in a white van.

How is Kinetic [Records] treating you compared to the other U.S. labels you’ve been on?

Mark:  They’re very supportive actually.

Rick:    It’s very good working with a very small company, it’s much more like what we’ve got in the U.K.  With big companies, our A&R man would get sacked twice like and then we would get lost in the corporate system.  We’re the biggest priority at Kinetic.  

Any song you would have wanted on “Intergalactic Sonic 7s” (greatest hits album) or “Cosmic Debris” (B-side compilation) that didn’t make it?

Mark:  “Intergalactic Sonic 7s” is perfect, it has every single.  “Cosmic Debris” is what we planned it to be.  We’ll be doing another B-side thing like that in the future.  

Wasn’t the name for the double album conceived by the Ash board?

Mark: Eh, we just wanted to see what they’d come up with really.  

Rick:  They did choose the track listing though, so if they want to complain they can complain to each other.  

What’s going on with the re-release of “Jack Names the Planets” (their debut single, and a hit on the film soundtrack to “Angus”)?

Mark:  That’s just an idea that came up.  It’s going for 50, 60 quid a pop, so it’s an idea to release it so every one can get it.  It’s not going to be promoted.

“Nevermind” or “In Utero”?

Rick:   “Nevermind”.

Mark:  “Nevermind’s” got the songs.

Rick:   Although I do like the songs off “In Utero”.  And the sound.  “Nevermind” is the groundbreaker though.

 Is American public transport as wonderfully shite as the British?

Rick:  We don’t use public transport…

(Undecipherable swearing from Mark under his breath).

Where do you all live now, any of you still in Ireland?

Rick:  I’m in Belfast, yeah.

Mark: Tim, Charlotte and I have flats in London, that’s where the business and industry is.  I’ll probably move back to Ireland in a couple years.

Do you wonder where your plectrums go?

Mark: Well, we chuck them at the crowd…

Rick: Me, I got a guitar the other day.

Things get odd at this time as Tim and Charlotte are contemplating venturing out for pizza.

What’s up with this supposed DVD that will have all your videos on it?

Mark:  Well, it will have all the videos, and “Slashed” (a short horror film the band are working on, which has escalated into having cameos by Coldplay, Foo Fighters, The Vines, The Hives, Neil Hannon and many, many more).  If “Slashed” gets bigger and bigger it will become its own entity.  It’s not finished yet…

Rick:  It’s become a bit like “Apocalypse 9”…

Mark:  It was originally 15 minutes, now it’s about an hour.  I’d like to get it out by January, but realistically, we won’t get to edit it until December, so maybe March it will come out.  We’re trying to get a very, very big star at the moment.  Ben Kweller’s in it, Dave Grohl, Coldplay, James Nesbitt.   Two other big names as well…can’t say them though.

What is the song “Gabriel” about?

Mark:  A musical odyssey into a near-death experience, transitions from passing over.  

What kind of underwear does everyone wear?

Mark:  (Checking) “South Park” boxers.

Rick:   (Checking as well) Tommy today, and Marks and Spencer socks.

Mark:  Tim goes “combat”, er, “commando” he calls it.

Rick:   Charlotte does wear thongs on occasion.  I know everyone needs to know that.

Do you like milk or do you prefer wheat?

Mark:   Milk…NICE FRESH IRISH MILK!  I can’t drink American milk. 

Rick:    It’s disgusting.

Unfortunately, my tape ended here, just as I was asking about the bus crash they were just involved in en route from San Francisco.  Plus, I got to hear about Mark’s jumping off the tour bus stunt thinking he was a Jedi Knight again.  The band is in good form, Mark does have a hole in the back of his head, and one long piece of hair, but he explained it’s not the first time he’s cracked his head open.  Rick cracked some ribs in the crash, but he too is doing fine, 

My first interview turned out really well.  These are lovely lads that would talk for hours, hopefully I will get to speak to Tim and Charlotte next time around.  Keep an eye out for Ash December 8th at the Webster with Saves the Day.  If you get the chance, pick up your own copy of “Free All Angels” or head on over to www.ash-official.com.   Keep rocking!

