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Grover Dill’s latest release is a 5 song, self-released EP.  I found the self-release odd, as they are on local label, Asbestos Records.  This record is definitely a more mature step for the Hamden based band.  If this had been produced on a high budget, it could easily be a hit record, but the production however isn’t top-notch, but is a lot better than their last Asbestos release, "“Few and Far Between”.

The record starts out with the pop-punk gem, “It only takes 1.21 jigawats”, which has been pleasing crowds long before it’s release.  This band’s lyrics are as lovelorn as ever.  Eric sings, “I cannot change what we’ve gone through, but I’ll be here for you”.  Catchy tune though, even if it depresses me.

The second track is “Dead Ends” which starts out with a drum machine sample, showing the expanding horizons of Grover Dill.  The guitar leads have also gotten a lot better along with the background vocals.  I heard a rumor that the band quit school to pursue the band, at first I thought it was ridiculous, but GD are driven enough to really make something of themselves.  Again, this is a serious “Eric” song. 

Bassist Jeff Bailey sings “Ready when you are” the third track.  I figured guitarist Pete sang the song, as I remember Jeff’s lead vocal days in the crust-punk band Crypt Kicker 5, and he didn’t sound very pretty.  He does now though; his vocal talents are good enough to give singer Eric Schrader a run for his money!  (Eric, we still love you) Jeff’s songs are more emo than the rest of the band’s sound, he sings, “And every car that drives by stops my heart, I’m ready when you are to end this right here”.  Lovelorn is my word du jour yet again!  

The fourth track “Let you know” is another crowd pleaser.  We’re back to Eric again and his words of wisdom, “I always say love is like money, I never have enough, my pockets are always empty”.  Grover Dill has avoided the bane of most young bands...cheesy lyrics, the band has gone above and beyond that jinx.  

The fifth and final track is another Jeff song called “Rockstar Hair”.  About a girl with faded jeans and rock star hair.  This is a more light-hearted song, with the band screaming “Yeah!” and “Woo!” toward the end of track.  

I have to admit, Grover Dill have begun to win me over.  Their music isn’t exactly my bag, but it’s great to see a CT band doing well for themselves.  Good luck Eric, Jeff, Pete and Zippi!

