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“Free All Angels” is Ash’s 3rd full-length release, and their most successful.  This band hails from Downpatrick Co. Down in Ireland, consisting of Tim Wheeler (vocals and guitar), Mark Hamilton (bass) and Rick McMurray (drums).  A second guitarist, Charlotte Hatherly (of Australian via English origin) was added in 1997.  Together, Tim, Mark, Rick and Charlotte have shown how much one can accomplish by their age (an average of 25).  Ash already have released a greatest hits record celebrating their 10 year recording career.  If you haven’t heard of this band already, take a listen to FAA to see what you’ve been missing.


This is by far Ash’s most diverse album and at the same time most pop-oriented.    The record starts out with the breezy “Walking Barefoot”.  The mood of the record is set in the opening lines of this song; “Your beauty took my breath away.  In awe all day”.  


The second track “Shining Light” is an ode to Tim’s girlfriend.  This was another smash single and paints a pretty picture of love in its words.  Tim sings; “A constellation once seen over royal David City, an epiphany you burn so pretty, you are my shining light”.


The third cut from the record is the biggest hit, “Burn Baby Burn”.  You may have caught this video on MTV…if you did, you’d know.  It features the band playing in a gym amidst a basketball game.    This is the pop-punk gem of the record and a track that shows people a thing or two live, Charlotte plays the guitar leads!


Fourth on FAA comes “Candy”, which has a campy video to go along with its sticky sweetness.  It’s far from the normal Ash song, but the sampling is incredible and it is really an irresistible song, and the lyrics convey that; “Oh Candy. Sweetest remedy. Only you can ease my troubled dreams”.   I’ve never seen this played live, but that is perhaps because here in America they are usually a support band and don’t have their DJ.


Next is “Cherry Bomb”, which again conveys the somewhat sexual innuendoes of Ash’s music, much like the track following it.  This has the same sort of tempo as “Burn Baby Burn”, but is much naughtier.  Wheeler sings in the chorus, “She’s a cherry bomb, she’s a bullet to my head.  Pull the trigger and I’m dead.  Woah oh oh, Oh yeah!”


“Submission” is next up and was written by Rick. (Okay, so Mr. Wheeler has some input too).  This track also utilizes some sampling, and is rather randy in tone.  The things we never knew about Rick!  The guitar riff is excellent and makes for a great live song. The chorus of this one goes; “You turn me on. You cut me with your tongue. You take it all on. Submission”.
The record slows down a bit with “Someday” a more tender track in which Tim sings, “Someday…we’ll leave this town, it wears us down…Someday”.  Again there are some strings in the background, which happens on many of the slower tracks on FAA.  

Taking a totally different twist is “Pacific Palisades”, the shortest song on the record, which is drenched in Brian Wilson.  It has become a live song for the band, and though I’m not positive.  It does directly refer to Brian Wilson, Dennis Wilson and Sharon Tate.  Wheeler did once coin the band, “North Irish Surf Punk”. There are a lot of references to the ocean, off the top of my head I can think of  “Uncle Pat”, “Walking Barefoot”, “Let It Flow” and “Wildsurf” as well as this song.   

Bassist, Mark, who has written more of Ash’s darker tunes, penned “Shark”, which is reminiscent of Nirvana, and true to Mark’s song writing style.  The lyrics in this one are quite bleak; “Hedonistic, narcissistic. Erotic, nihilistic. Pupils wide, gonna slide inside.  Gonna blow your mind.  Your violent mind”.
“Sometimes” is my personal favorite track, mostly for its lyrical content.  It’s a brooding song with an absolutely great guitar riff through it.  Wheeler sings in the chorus, “Sometimes it happens feelings die.  Whole years are lost in the blink of an eye.  We once had it all but events conspire.  Sometimes”.

“Nicole” is another track penned by Mark.  The memorable line in this one goes, “Oh Nicole!  I killed my baby but I loved her!”  Mark has written most of Ash’s dark material, to meet him one would never guess it.  He’s a tall, quiet man who is the band’s main connection to their fans.

  “There’s A Star” is another one of the big singles from FAA.  It’s slower, more jangly, but pure pop in the style of the record.    The video places the band in Iceland with Tim searching for his signature Gibson Flying V, finding it just in time for the solo.  

“World Domination” is technically the last track.   This song embraces all that Ash is doing with FAA.  They took Europe ages ago, now it’s the rest of the World’s turn to know Ash.  These opening stints in the US should not be overlooked…they are on a mission to dominate our country at the moment.

This being the U.S. version, it has a bonus track called “13th Floor”.  It’s another rocker, and was only recently debuted live.  It’s another balls-out rocker like many other FAA tracks.

There is also a brilliant DVD included in this release of FAA.  It contains all the videos from the record, live footage, a documentary and B-sides. If you aren’t familiar with the band, this record is a great opportunity to get acquainted.  Ash put on an energetic live show, are great to their fans and are really one of the coolest rock bands on the planet at the moment.  Check them out with Saves the Day on December 8th.  

