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'Twas the night before taxes, when all through Melrose 
Not a creature was stirring, all were a’doze; 
Requests had been made by committee and chair, 
For funds to be found from no one knew where!  
 
Children were tossing and turning in beds, 
While nightmares of MCAS danced in their heads; 
Teachers in slumber dreamed of more books, 
While firemen wished for ladders and hooks,  
 
When from City Hall there arose such a clatter, 
I ran out of Shaw’s to see what was the matter. 
Across Essex Street a sight drew my glance, 
It looked like the Mayor doing a dance. 
 
The moonlight bounced off Memorial Hall 
Lighting his antics as he issued a call, 
When, what did my wondering eyes light upon, 
But the override train, by aldermen drawn, 
 
"Now, Brodeur! now, Heavey! now, Doyle and Infurna! 
On, Hitchman, Dunne, Lavender on, Spencer and Elia!! 
Come Boisselle and Mortimer, our back’s to the wall!  
Now tax away! tax away! tax away all!" 
 
As ballots with bad votes are dropped from the count,  
Leaving the winners with the proper amount,  
So down to the ground their tax train descended, 
To look for the money on which it depended.  
 
And then, in a twinkling, into my pocket 
Slipped each little hand before I could block it; 
As I drew tight my coat, and was trying to flee, 
I sighed while they counted my money with glee. 
 
They stashed all the cash and made a note in a book, 
Rob Dolan seemed happy with all that they took; 
A bundle of invoices remained in his bag, 
A result of state aid that continued to lag.  

 

 
His eyes -- how they twinkled! his dimples how merry! 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! 
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, 
And the fuzz on his chin was as white as the snow; 
 
An override bill he held tight in his hand, 
Providing the right to tax all the land;  
He had a round face from trips to the deli, 
And convictions as firm as a bowlful of jelly. 
 
He said not a word, but went straight to his job, 
Collecting our money, the aptly named Rob;  
’Til giving the finger and thumbing his nose, 
He took all that was left to take in Melrose; 
 
He sprang to his train, to his team gave a whistle, 
And away they all flew like an unguided missile. 
But I heard them exclaim, ere they went out of sight, 
"Higher taxes to all, and to all ‘Fly a kite!" 

The Night 
Before Taxes  

Get Bob Snow! Get Bob Snow! Get Bob Snow! 
The Middle School’s floors are sopping 
But the bond bill sure needs stopping 
For taxes that stay down low 

Get Bob Snow! Get Bob Snow! Get Bob 
Snow! 

When the Middle School falls apart 
And the casting of blame does start 
Don’t say “I told you so,” 

Get Bob Snow! Get Bob Snow! Get Bob 
Snow! 

Oh the mayor’s request is frightful 
And his comments aren’t too insightful 
And since we've no spine to show 

Get Bob Snow! Get Bob Snow! Get Bob 
Snow! --
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How the Mitt Stole the Budget 
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Happy Holidays from the Melrose 
Merry Pranksters, publishers of  
the Greed Press. This and previous  
issues are available for download 
from http://www.angelfire.com/comics/greedpress  

The Greed Press staff prefer to remain anonymous. We can be reached only 
via email at the following address: MelroseGreed@ziplip.com 

The ability to laugh at oneself is the hallmark of an advanced being. 
 
 

 
 

Hark! The Herald’s 
Serpents Write 
 
Hark! the Herald’s serpents write, 
Listing every small town fight! 
Quotes ignored and truth reviled, 
Fact and fiction reconciled. 
Spiteful are their stories, lies; 
Is it Melrose they despise? 
Columns dripping with disdain, 
City Briefs that dredge up pain! 
Hark! the Herald’s serpents write, 
Glory in our city’s plight! 
 
Dan’s quite right – he always is 
‘Cause the final word is his; 
Brigid writes to his deadline, 
Turning wisdom into whine. 
Veil ' d in text, their viewpoint wins; 
All our virtues turned to sins: 
Sleazed, repulsed, their fibs we read, 
Free Press, it’s our demon seed! 
Hark! the Herald’s serpents write, 
Gory is MacAlpine’s blight!  
 
 

          SSilileennt t GGaailil  
Silent Gail, snoozing Gail  
Hears nothing – no detail  
Round yon table Aldermen drone  
Gail keeps quiet no sigh or groan  
Sleep in Heavey-ly peace  
Sleep in Heavey-ly peace  
 
Silent Gail, snoozing Gail  
Neighbors rage as you quail  
Taking cues from Mayor Dolan  
Guarantees his agenda’s rollin’  
Gail you’ve sold out your ward  
Gail you’ve sold out your ward  
 
Silent Gail, snoozing Gail  
Wake up now, heed our hail  
Gail Infurna hear our clear voice  
Or next year we’ll make a new choice  
Gail, your job’s on the line 
Gail, your job’s on the line 
Gail, your job’s on the line 
 
 

Slashing through the trees, 
With a buzz saw every day, 
Heedless of our pleas; 
Stoneham wants its pay! 
Boats on Spot Pond sailed,   
Hikers took a hike, 
How sad it is to know we failed; 
Here comes the Fellsway Pike! 
 
Oh, so long Fells so long Fells 
Stoneham wants its way, 
The S.E.C. is coming 
The logjam’s here to stay.  
So long Fells so long Fells 
Stoneham wants its way, 
The traffic cuts through Melrose 
So Stoneham says “Okay!” 
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Sullivan is Going to Court 
 

So long Fells so long Fells 
Stoneham wants its way 
The traffic cuts through Melrose 
So Stoneham says “Okay!” 
 
They want to build a road, 
Six lanes in either way, 
They want to add ten lights,  
And stopped you’re gonna stay.  
Your car will overheat, 
While you just sit and wait, 
At least you have a front row seat 
To Fellsway’s final fate!  
Oh, so long Fells so long Fells 
Stoneham wants its way, 
The S.E.C. is coming 
The logjam’s here  to stay. 
 

So Long Fells 
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