
Trailer Safety

Do you know what the State Patrol would look for if they did a spot safety check on your horse trailer?  All horse trailers are required to have breaks on all axles.  All horse trailers are required to have two safety chains.  All horse trailers are required to have a breakaway switch to activate the trailer breaks if the trailer became uncoupled.  These are just a few of the valuable tid-bits that were shared at the trailer safety inspection meeting on October first.

Max also showed how to inspect for things that are potentially hazardous to our horses.  He suggests rubbing your trailer with the back of your hand to look for sharp edges that may cut your horse.  Some remedies are, using silicon caulk to cover pop rivets that extend into the horse compartment, and covering the sharp edges of fenders with door edge lacing.  Floors should be inspected by pulling the mats back and poking the wood with a sharp object, like a knife or a nail.  Pay particular attention to the corners, where moisture laden manure and dirt tend to collect.

A few of the things Max found on the trailers he inspected were:

· Loose lug nuts -- vibration will tend to loosen lug nuts and they need to be checked periodically.

· Faulty connector plug -- if you need to shake the wires in your trailer plug to get the lights to work, they will probably quit working when you hit a bump.

· Uneven tire wear -- trailer tires need to be balanced just like vehicle tiers.  The heavy side of an unbalanced tire pushes harder on the road and will wear faster.

· Severely worn tire -- when replacing trailer tires make sure you purchase a trailer tire and not a passenger car tire.  Passenger car tires typically will not be rated for a high enough load.

Max also taught us a new vocabulary word -- conspicuousity.  Conspicuousity tape is that highly reflective red and white tape that allows your trailer to be very visible even if your trailer lights quit working.

Thanks Max for a very informative educational meeting.


