No Textbook Ever Told Us…

We live in an era of guided missiles and yet of people who’ve lost their own orientation. 
(Albert Einstein)

Rami Bleckt loves to improvise freely at his seminars, and one time, in Moscow, he called me up to the stage and suggested, “Alex, let’s entertain the auditorium. Sing something for us!”
At that time I was living at a friend’s where there would just about always be songs from Soviet-era cartoons and films playing somewhere in the house. He was a psychologist, and supported this by explaining that when a person receives negative information, his consciousness focuses on the negative and he becomes a lightning rod for the negative directions in society. However, if he receives positive information, it gears him up to help serve people, and he becomes a medium for positive change, thanks to which society becomes better. That’s the reason those movies were being played at the house and it explained what the censor’s job in those days had been – to assure that positivity.
That’s why I sang something that had been bopping around in my head – “The Wizard’s Song” from a Soviet film, “Masha and Vitya’s New Year’s Adventures”:

No book’s been able to teach us (as it should):

A person’s a wizard, when he’s honest, brave, and good!

We must at last remember, all of us on this Earth:

Every day of friendship to 100 miracles gives birth!
Not long ago, I made the acquaintance of the composer, Grigory Gladkov (a vegetarian, by the way), who had written the music to the film.

Seizing the opportunity to take the floor from Rami, I asked those seated in the hall: “Raise your hands those of you who have ever once in your life made use of a sin, cosine, tangent, or cotangent.”
The answer was a cascade of laughter throughout the hall, though it was an expensive seminar for people who’d already made names for themselves. They had good educations and incomes, and many of those present were entrepreneurs and managers.
When I then asked whether anyone present had used any formulas at all from higher math, chemistry, or physics, the sound of the laughter only intensified. Everyone there agreed that some 90% of what they’d learned in school and institutes of higher education had been unnecessary and that it was forgotten immediately after receiving a diploma. At the same time, there was a lot of what could be called the most useful knowledge that we weren’t given at all. For instance, how should we create good, strong families? How do we choose a partner for life? How do we overcome misunderstandings in our relations with each other? What are some differences in the psychology of men and women? How do we perfect our relationships with anybody and with the world around us?
Yet, for a government and a society to flourish, it’s much more important for people to have good qualities of character and for the family to be strong, than for people to have even more empty academic knowledge! This is all the more true when no one needs that knowledge. Some 80-90% of people perform work that doesn’t even require a high-school education. To become a driver, a salesman, a cook, a beautician, a mason, and so on, it’s enough to learn how to read and write well and to complete a 2-month, or at most a 6-month, course of study in a given specialty.
The vast majority of people receive a diploma in one area and then go to work in a completely different one. This doesn’t bother them because they’ll get the knowledge they need in the process of working there for a month. What about that 10% of high-level specialists who are working in their area of expertise? In the majority of cases even they don’t use but a part of that learning which they got in institutes. They get all the required knowledge in the process of work and at specialized educational courses.
Last year, Russia’s Minister of Education declared that, because of the advent of new technologies, a large share of work will soon be done by robots. At the same time, in the next 10-20 years the demand for high-school and higher education country-wide will fall by over half – some 60% – and labor pools will only require foreign workers* who have a sufficient, basic education.
*_ So-called ‘guest workers’ (from the German word, ‘Gastarbeiter’) form a more integral, formal part of the labor force than the large, illegal immigrant pool in the US.
The Minister of Education basically stated openly that already now a person doesn’t have to get a higher education. But the majority of people already know without being told that a high school diploma, a vocational certificate, or a college diploma are needed only for entering the workforce because the SYSTEM requires it.
To the mid-19th century, a main tenet of western science was Vitalism – a field of study which recognized a supernatural, non-material force present in the body – the soul. A separation between science and religion didn’t exist; priests were engaged in science because they were the most educated people. (Sir Isaac Newton had a theological education and often repeated: "The laws of mechanics I deduce from the laws of God!") The purpose of education was spiritual development, to bring a person close to perfection in the spirit of service to God and Motherland. The family paid a great deal of attention to institutes of study. Boys and girls studied separately, and received, among other things, learning that applied to their family life.

It was drilled into boys to be honest and responsible; girls – to remain chaste. Female colleges were named in that light: “Institutes of Honorable Girls”. Teachers knew that while a youth’s first two chakras hadn’t fully formed, the child should avoid having any sexual contact, and what’s more, it would be best not even to think about it. The relationship of boys to girls should be very respectful and of the highest level.
Although a great number of modern scholars agree with vitalism, this concept has now been completely eradicated from the education system. Instead, the minds of children are purposely clogged up with a stream of unnecessary information during the formation of the second and third chakras. Thus, they don’t become aware of their responsibilities to the world, and neither can they formulate a comprehensive, harmonious perception of life.
Today’s education system makes children proud scholars of useless knowledge intentionally given in such large doses (and so haphazardly) that the child has no time to analyze it and think for himself. This is so that, while growing up, he’ll see no basic links between his behavior, thoughts, and events in his life – situations in which he might recognize the Higher Power. Likewise, it prevents him from feeling the connection between his consciousness and the universe; consequently, he’ll fail to realize that the world surrounding him is the perfect educational system created and managed by the Higher Mind.
А series of recent scientific discoveries,have made a ​​great defender of atheism change his views. Philosophy professor Anthony Flew has stated publicly that he had been mistaken. He says the universe couldn’t have arisen by itself and was obviously created by someone more powerful than we can imagine.
The recent announcement by Flew has been an absolute shock to the scientific community. Flew had long been considered one of the pillars of scientific atheism. Over the decades he has published books and lectured on the premise that faith in God is unjustified.
Как видете, переставил порядок абзацов/предложений. А то – читаем про Флю и не знаем, что он такое сказал?
According to Flew, he and other atheists had earlier been convinced that at some point long ago dead matter had simply given rise to the first living matter. "Today it’s impossible to imagine the construction of atheistic theories on the appearance of life and the emergence of the first reproducing organism," says Flew. "Modern data on the structure of the DNA molecule provide irrefutable evidence that it couldn’t have appeared all by itself, but is the result of someone's development. Its genetic code and the literally encyclopedic volumes of information that the molecule holds in itself refute the possibility of blind coincidence."
Processes that occur within a living cell, the processes of doubling and dividing chromosomes, cause scientists studying them reverential shock: "How can this all be, if it wasn’t overseen by God?!" 
British physicist John Rhys Martin proved the existence of the Creator, having written over 500 scientific papers and being the Templeton Prize Laureate in 2014 (receiving an award of $ 1.4 million).^^
^^ (1) На русском не написано, что он сам писал эти статьи, а я так поставил тут. (2) Пологаю, вы про Templeton Foundation говорите. (3) поставил пологаемую информацию про эти деньги, мол, что он их получил.
According to Anatoly Akimov, director of the International Institute of Theoretical and Applied Physics, the Academy of Natural Sciences "If we say that man appeared on Earth as a result of evolution, taking into account the frequency of mutations and the rate of biochemical processes for the creation of human primary cells, it would’ve taken a lot more time than the age of the universe itself.
Calculations have been performed which show that the number of quantum elements in the radiologically observable universe can’t be less than 10 to the 155th power, and it can’t have a super-intelligence. If all of this is a single system, then, looking at it as a computer, one might ask: "What could be beyond the capabilities of a computer system with so many elements?" There are limitless possibilities, more than the most modern, ‘tricked-out’ computer, many times over! What various philosophers over time have called the Universal Mind, the Absolute is this super-powerful system, identified by us as the potential of that Most High – the Almighty."
The current education system was developed during the technological revolution, when industrialists needed skilled workers and scientists for new technological breakthroughs. That general education system has simply outlived itself. The higher the technology, the narrower the specialization, so giving everyone a common set of knowledge is simply meaningless. Yet it goes on. It’s beneficial to someone that people be knowledgeable, but incapable of analyzing as a group. It’s to someone’s advantage that they know HOW to do something, but not even to try to ask WHY. To the question, "why?" they have only one answer: "To make money!"
We don’t explain to children, "What’s the point of this?" We don’t answer, "Why?" On the contrary, such discussions are forbidden; instead we basically tell them the "How" of things. Yet children tend to question "Why?" or "What’s it for?" Not to respond denies them the place of priority their spiritual development should take. In this way the educational system is inherently demonic in introducing a paradigm into their minds: "In such matters as this, just abide, not knowing. There’s no sense to it, because human life has no meaning outside the satisfaction of the senses. Therefore, it’s better to answer the question, ‘How’ – How do we best to satisfy the senses of the material body? – without thinking about why we do it or what the point of it is! "
Modern science doesn’t tell us about the meaning or purpose; it speaks only of the means. For modern science, the purpose is not so important - or not important at all. Do you have the means by which to live on your own? No? Well, then go to work! Don’t think about anything but that! And the less people think, the easier they are to manage.
All modern educational reform is aimed at reducing time spent on subjects in the humanities: less philosophy, less literature. Just give them "practical knowledge" that will help resolve the "main problem" – earning a living!
Raising children has been crossed off the list of responsibilities of ‘education’. What had once been called the Ministry of Education and Enlightenment in the Soviet Union has now become the Ministry of Education and Science. Enlightenment – the elevation of thought and aspirations of children – is now no longer needed. Just yesterday, at a roundtable discussion on the problems of education and culture, I heard: "People are so industrious that they’ve become idiots. They’ve let mechanical calculations replace their abilities to conceptualize and meditate!"
 Today, children are taught that everything has a price, but nothing has value. When money becomes the measure of all things, there’s no other way to understand the true value of things. All other values ​​disappear. But things of true value ​​don’t have a monetary equivalent. They cannot be measured. These are rules of human behavior that mustn’t be broken under any circumstances. They are the foundation of culture, yet they, too, have a foundation deeper beneath them. In fact they are grounded in the basic, spiritual principles of culture. What are the values ​​of materialistic culture? There are none, and it's obvious to anyone who has studied this problem.
The Russian philosopher, Berdyaev, argued that for a society to be well developed and harmonious, at least 5% of its people should be highly intelligent, with high morals and moral behavior. If, however, the society has less than 2% such people, then it’s bound to suffer some cataclysms and negative consequences. The highly intellectual population stands at merely 0.6%, and is decreasing every year.
 I want to focus your attention on something: the number of the educated in the population is increasing but the number of intellectuals is diminishing. The educated in the population are those living at the level of the mind, answering questions such as, “What? Where? When? аnd even - who, from whom, and for how much?” But on the moral level they descend to being mere two-legged animals, insofar as their intellect or consciousness goes. What’s the difference between the mind and the consciousness? The modern education system is mum on this topic. But the Vedas speak very eloquently – consciousness is the highest function of the mind, aimed at developing relationships with others.

According to the Vedas, the functions of the mind and the consciousness are different – the mind helps you achieve short-term happiness, whereas the consciousness works for the long-term. Different kinds of happiness differ by the amount of effort you must commit to the task and the duration of pleasure achieved. The mind helps you achieve tangible goals, whereas consciousness, or reason, moves you to spiritual ones. The mind helps you find what money can buy (‘parthiva rasa’ – materialistic pleasure, that is, a link of your body to objects that you value). Reason, or consciousness helps you find what money can’t buy – love, friendship, trust, loyalty, or ‘sympathetic love’ (‘svargam-rasa’—a sublime relationship with other living creatures not in touch with the Almighty - and ‘vaikuntha-rasa’ - a spiritual taste for communication with God and an awareness of everyone being part of Him).
It’s not that important how much a person knows; the main thing is how he’ll use that knowledge. Surely you’ll agree that the state needs people to use their talents and abilities to the benefit of society rather than to its detriment.
 There’s a lot of talk about so-called ‘patriotic education’. But patriotic education is not based on scholarly, or book, learning, which can lead to selfishness. Rather, it’s based on higher aspirations – a love for the motherland and for the people with whom you live together.
 The purpose of education is to impart to a person good qualities, qualities to help the student be happy and bring happiness to others. If a person feels happiness in the service of others, then in any case he’ll bring benefit to others. But most importantly, in seeking to bring joy to others, he’ll constantly learn. When a person has a high goal – he’ll continually strive to make his work bring more joy to people and to God.
There are two diametrically opposed ways of learning. For the ‘consumer’, it’s enough to try and cram, memorizing formulas. Such students will find their results after taking the unified state examination. (The US equivalent is the ‘common core’.) Another approach to education is the ‘methodological’ one. This is based on understanding the subject as a whole, being able to educate oneself, to seek knowledge, to be able to analyze, and to compare the facts. The basics of the methodological approach in education at the state level existed even in the Soviet Union but have disappeared under the influence of democracy (demon-crazy).
 A person can be a "homing missile" that sees its purpose. Or he may be ‘guided’ — directed by someone from the outside, or he may even have misconceptions about where and why he was sent. We see the same now in religion. You can give a person all the knowledge necessary to reach the ultimate goal. Alternatively, you can give him just a part of it (and in a very vague and mysterious form). Then you declare all the rest to be "mystery", accessible only to "God's chosen", upon whom he must depend, whom he must obey blindly, believe, and trust completely, and by whom he must be led.
 Our entire, current education system is essentially inhuman because it’s not aimed at self-actualization. It’s not focused on the talents and personal qualities of the child and the teacher, but rather at suppressing that. The Unified State Exam is designed to dupe and be duped and to enslave a child so he doesn’t develop as a person. Instead, he’ll spend his time cramming, cramming, cramming, trying to memorize what’s maybe not really necessary.
The aim of the educational systems of the ancient Vedic civilization was self-actualization, that is, to uncover the individual qualities of the child (realization of his goals, abilities, and self-development). That was considered the highest need of every individual. Therefore a must for every child was to have a good knowledge of grammar and mathematics. He needed to be competent in ‘the 3 R’s’ (reading, writing, and ‘rithmetic), but the other items were to be customized to the individual.
A child’s calling, his individual tendencies and inherent talents, were determined by using simple tests as early as age 5. His continued training was aimed at opening him up to the best use of his abilities and the best use of his abilities in his life.
Why is this important? Because you will study with great interest the subjects that will serve you well in life, in the special area for which you were created. You’ll grasp that knowledge more rapidly, on the fly; but all that you don’t need will be hard work and quickly forgotten.
For example, boys having a military spirit will easily and naturally turn to martial arts, law, and morality. They want to protect the weak from injustice; for them it’s interesting, even fun! They will never in their life use higher mathematics or trigonometry. The exact sciences will be of interest to boys that have a knack for technical knowledge.
 Certain things are important for a child’s education. The main ones are to understand his relationship with the Almighty, to know his place in the world, to value each person as an individual, to learn good qualities, skills, and aspire to self-learning, and to have the desire to improve his personal qualities. If you develop these qualities in a child, he’ll be happy and invaluable to society!
People are very unhappy these days, bringing a lot of trouble and anxiety onto each other. Why? The education system, movies, cartoons, and the mass media orient them to be satisfied only by physiological – animalistic – needs, telling them, "THIS IS HAPPINESS!" At the same time, the deepest human need is to discover one’s own talents and to realize them in the service of others. This is our highest requirement – to open ourselves up fully as a complete person. That explains why the highest chakra is depicted as a fully-bloomed, thousand-petalled lotus flower.[image: image1.jpg]This picture depicts our human needs

The need for self-actualization:

realization of your goals, abilities, development of

your own self
/ Esthetic needs:",
harmony, order, beauty,

Cognitive needs:
to kiow, to be capable, to understand,
to_explore
The need for respect:

competence, achievement of success,
approval, recognition

The need for belonging and love:

belonging to a community, to be accepted,
to love and be loved

The need for safety:
to feel protected, to be free of fear and misfortune

physiological (organic) needs:
hunger, thirst, libido, and others




 
If a person doesn’t develop his relationship with the Almighty, doesn’t aim upwards, doesn’t satisfy these needs of his, he’ll drown them out by using different kinds of drugs:
The need for self-actualization: a metaphysical need

(Hallucinogenics: LSD, mescaline, psilocybin)

Esthetic needs:

(satisfied by light opiates -- 

light doses of any narcotic)

Cognitive needs:

(psychostimulative amphetimines, or even 

ordinary home kitchen 'narcotics' -- tea, coffee)

The need for respect:

(cocaine, marijuana, alcohol)

The need for belonging and love:

(opiates (heroin), marijuana, alcohol)

The need for safety:

(opiates (heroin), alcohol)

Physiological needs:

(opiates (heroin), alcohol. Drugs only partially satisfy this need.)

[Diagram 9. Drug Pyramid of Needs]
  The broad spread of alcohol and other drugs enables parasitic elements of society to establish themselves firmly, to destroy healthy value systems, and to bring about society’s economic enslavement.  (Examples include: the Opium Wars of the British Crown; the Jewish community in Tsarist Russia which controlled 97% of the alcohol market, and U.S. control over the production of heroin in Afghanistan.) If a person has ‘actualized’ himself using LSD, he doesn’t need God. If a person has heroin, he doesn’t need love. If he has alcohol, he doesn’t care what people around him think.
  Why do people succumb to this demonic influence and tumble down to the pits of life? It’s because schools are oriented not on spiritual self-development, but on getting students to pass the obtuse uniform state exams. It’s because, instead of explaining to them the purpose of human life, they’re given books that clog their heads with unnecessary, academic rubbish! They should learn spiritual progress through creative self-fulfillment in union with God, how to improve relationships with others, ways to develop high aspirations, and other fine qualities of character that would make their lives and the lives of everyone around them magic.
Without a proper holistic concept of life, without a spiritual value system, people can really go crazy. Here is the true and only correct understanding of the word "insane"*: when a person has a fine, healthy body, yet strives for dead, material things instead of living life with his soul, that is, instead of improving relationships with human beings and the world around him.
*_ The Russian word here literally translates as ‘sick in the soul’ (душевнобольной)
 The school system needs to cultivate good character qualities and provide knowledge about the meaning of life. The true goal of knowledge is to get into the right state of consciousness, into the correct position in relation to God. Then there will be no questions about finding one’s place in this world. Children in schools need to be taught not tables and formulas, but high aspirations! 
No book’s been able to teach us (as it should):

A person’s a wizard, when he’s honest, brave, and good!

There is a story from the Mahabharata* that comes to mind. In a certain story, the future king, Yudhisthira, was still a boy and a pupil at a gurukula^. One day at their school, an inspector arrived and began to check the students' knowledge. Everyone was eagerly talking about their knowledge, but Yudhisthira said quietly, “I learned the alphabet and know the first sentence of the primer.”
The inspection was furious and began shouting, “How could you have been studying for so long, yet have only learned one sentence?”
Thinking, Yudhisthira replied, “Well, maybe even the second.”

The inspector decided to punish the future king. He grabbed the whip and began to beat him. But despite the pain, the boy patiently suffered and even smiled back. The examiner was thrown into doubt. At that moment, his eyes caught the first page of the textbook, and he read the first sentence: "Do not get angry at anyone and never take offense; be patient and calm – everything will pass."

The examiner was ashamed and he asked the boy’s forgiveness. But Yudhisthira said, “You don’t have to ask me for forgiveness, because until you beat me, I had still offended you. And until then I hadn’t truly learned this first sentence.”

The inspector then read the second sentence: "Always tell the truth and nothing but the truth.” He then realized that "learn" for the boy meant "to get its inner essence."
*_ The Mahabharata is a major Sanskrit epic of ancient India.
^ A gurukul(a) is a type of school which used to be common in India. The word is a contraction of ‘guru’ (teacher or master) and ‘kula’ (extended family)
In Sanskrit there are two different concepts: "jnana", theoretical knowledge, and "Vijnana", knowledge which has become an integral part of a person's identity through his deep understanding of it and its application to his life. 

   The true meaning of the term ‘education’* is to "create a sublime inner image which the person will follow." As a prince, ready to manage in the future kingdom, Yudhisthira in childhood knew that we shouldn’t try to change anything in our environment without changing oneself first. If we change ourselves, we’ll exert a positive influence on others and on this world, and many changes will occur by themselves, naturally.
From that time on, Yudhisthira never lied. Being a holy, perfect ruler, he won the love of the world and became emperor of the Earth. (In ancient times, it was written that the planet was ruled by one emperor.)
*_ In Russian, the word ‘education’ is formed using the word for image.
