Top Ten Educational Web Sites

	
	Name of Web Site
	URL
	What I Like About the Web Site

	  1
	Lesson Planet
	www.lessonplanet.com

	I like browsing the lesson plans by subject.  The membership is $49.95 annually, but I feel the price is well worth it.  The lessons plans are comprehensive and they are aligned with state standards. 
 

	  2
	Scholastic
	www.scholastic.com

	I value my childhood experiences with Scholastic.  I am appreciative of their free teaching resources, including lesson plans and activities.  They are the best resource for reading, writing, and increasing reading comprehension.


	  3
	ThinkFinity
	www.thinkfinity.org/lesson-plans

	This web site has free standards-based lesson plans integrated with important themes, for example science.  I am fond of this web site because it is easy to navigate.


	  4
	Wondrous Worksheets
	www.wondrousworksheets.com

	The annual fee is $11.95, but you save a lot of time with the worksheet generator.

	  5
	Starfall
	www.starfall.com

	I am partial to Starfall’s focus on phonics.  I prefer this web site because their research includes the findings of the National Reading Panel Report to support the best practices in reading instruction.
 

	  6
	IXL
	www.ixl.com

	The skills are organized into categories and you can move your mouse over any skill name to see a sample question. I like this site because IXL tracks your score.


	  7
	Primary Games
	www.primarygames.com

	This site is exciting because it has virtual worlds.  You can play games, puzzles, and they have coloring pages.  Most of all, I like the curriculum guide for teachers.  It has Math, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies.  The site categorizes the subject by subject areas.  For example, if you were interested in Math, the subject areas would be number sense, addition, etc.


	  8
	Learning Planet
	www.learningplanet.com

	Learning Planet’s Membership fee is $39.95 annually, but the learning activities do not have banner ads.  This site is good for teaching about money.  The Money Works game displays a collection of coins and asks the student to place a specific amount of money into the bank. The student drags and drops the coins into a bank.  This helps students to learn about coin types while also fostering the concept of saving money.
 

	  9
	Awesome Talking Library
	www.awesomelibrary.org

	This software application helps students to read online stories while an adult supervises.  This site can be very helpful in bilingual education because their voice has on-line text written in other languages.

	10
	Read Write Think
	http://www.readwritethink.org

	I used the ReadWriteThink.org web site during my literacy block of courses to help me create lesson plans.  This site provides lessons plans for making phonics fun.  I enjoy using the jigsaw approach because the concept helps students to learn from each other while creating positive interdependence within the classroom.  Each student becomes an expert on a topic and teaches the other members of the group what they have learned.  


