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7th Hmong National Conference 

“Meeting the Challenges: The Complexity of the Hmong Identity”
April 14 – 16, 2002    Milwaukee, Wisconsin    Hyatt Regency Hotel
Meeting the Challenges:  The Complexity of the Hmong Identity.  Over the last 25 years we, the Hmong, have made tremendous strides in acculturating and advancing in our lives in America. However, one central issue underlies these struggles and successes:  retaining our Hmong heritage and identity as we become part of the fabric of the communities in which we live.  A significant area of challenges remains as we begin the second quarter century—successfully retaining the strengths of our Hmong identity and all the complexity that entails.  This theme runs through all issues, from children and youth issues, through family and economic concerns, to our elders living with their memories.  In your abstract, please indicate how your workshop will address this issue in your specific topic area.  A clear, strong statement will significantly improve your chances for selection as a conference presenter.

CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION:  Building capacity and providing assistance to Hmong communities and persons interested in learning more about Hmong-related issues is a primary Conference goal. The Conference location changes annually, as HND strives to reach all interested persons across the country.  In addition, hosting in various locations allows HND to advocate for local community needs, and keeps our work close to the people.

The Conference serves as an avenue for community, professional, and leadership development for Hmong and non-Hmong alike, and provides opportunities for networking conference participants share ideas and learn from one another.  The Conference also offers Hmong leaders and scholars an opportunity to reach back to the community to share their knowledge and skills, and to be role models for Hmong youth who attend the Conference.  Since the first Conference in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1995, HND has continuously provided this national forum for people of all backgrounds to discuss issues that impact the Hmong, as well as to embrace and appreciate Hmong culture and history.

To increase the impact of the Conference, we strive for excellence in the following areas:

· To mobilize the Hmong community to become more active in the civic process;

· To increase the professional capacity of Hmong persons and persons serving Hmong constituents;

· To develop the leadership of Hmong youth; and 

· To insure that Hmong scholarly works increase and are beneficial to the community.

