Oral Presentation Guidelines

Talk Clearly. Try not to say “um” too much, or fidget with your hands.  Also, stand with good posture, and try not to tap your feet.  Try to appear focused.

Talk to your audience. Talking is different from reading. You may lose your listeners' attention if you read from a script. Open with a question, an anecdote, or something else that will grab your audience.

Look at your audience. Make eye contact with your audience. Try to look at every listener at least once and avoid talking too much to one group or person, such as the teacher.  


Listen to your audience.  Instead of a monologue, make your presentation a type of conversation or discussion. If your listeners already know something about your subject, call on some of them to provide definitions or explanations.

