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The budget for the march organization was put at $120,000—a huge sum. Funds came in through big donations and small. Official march buttons were sold for a quarter each, with 175,000 sold by August 17 and 150,000 more on order. The official memento of the march, sold for one dollar, was a portfolio of five red, white, blue, and black collage-based prints that incorporated Life magazine photographs of dog and fire-hose attacks and other movement dramas; forty thousand were printed. 

A big fund-raiser lit up Harlem's Apollo Theatre on the Friday night before the march. William "Cozy" Cole, Herbie Mann, Quincy Jones, Tony Bennett, Thelonious Monk, Carmen McRae, and Billy Eckstine were among those donating performances. Josephine Baker, James Baldwin, and Burt Lancaster led a march in Paris to support the upcoming one in Washington.


President Kennedy tried to persuade the leadership to cancel the march.  Failing to stop it, Kennedy publicly embraced the march. 
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Fears of a possible riot were intense, and the Washington authorities and the march organizers were determined to ensure a peaceful day. D.C. police units had all their leaves canceled; neighboring suburban forces were given special riot-control training. With Birmingham in mind, the attorney general expressly forbade the presence of police dogs. 

Liquor sales were banned for a day—for the first time since Prohibition. Two Washington Senators' baseball games were postponed. The Justice Department and the army coordinated preparations for emergency troop deployments; seventy different potential emergency scenarios were studied. A crew of lawyers was convened to prepare in advance proclamations authorizing military deployments. Fifteen thousand paratroopers were put on alert. 

The Justice Department and the police worked with the march committee to develop a state-of-the-art public-address system; unbeknownst to the march coordinators, the police rigged the system so that they could take control of it if trouble arose. The main rally would be at the Lincoln Memorial. For the organizers, that site had a powerful symbolism, particularly on the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation. The police liked the site because, with water on three sides, the demonstrators could be easily contained.

For the marchers, the trip to Washington was an often festive affair, enlivened with freedom songs and the excitement of participating in what they knew to be a historic action. Most demonstrators came in buses chartered by local branches of the movement; another thirty thousand or so arrived in twenty-one chartered trains. 
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Congregating at the Washington Monument
On August 28, the day of the march, New York's Penn Station reported the largest early morning crowd since the end of World War II. Members of CORE's Brooklyn chapter walked the 230 miles to the march in thirteen days. Three of the first arrivals were Robert Thomas, age eighteen; Robert Avery, seventeen; and James F. Smith, sixteen—all veterans of the Gadsden (Alabama) Student Movement. Arriving almost a week ahead of time after a 700-mile walk and hitchhike, they were housed and put to work by Rev. Walter Fauntroy, head of the Washington branch of the SCLC. Surveys indicate that about 15 percent of the participants were students, about 25 percent were white, and a majority of the black participants were middle class, northern, and urban. Estimates of the crowd size range from 200,000 to 500,000. It was unquestionably the largest political demonstration in the United States to date.
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A view of the rally from the Reflecting Pool
Before noon and ahead of schedule, impatient demonstrators began to march up Independence and Constitution Avenues to the Lincoln Memorial. The march leaders got word of this surprise development while lobbying on Capitol Hill, and they rushed to join the advancing throng. Enterprising march marshals opened a passageway for them so that they could be photographed arm in arm "leading" the march. As the March continued, so did the crowd's size. Officials developed a deep fear for a violent attack if anything stirred the large mass of people. Fortunately, there was no violence, and more importantly, few people bothered to go to the nearby, well protected, White House. 

Many of the speakers persuaded the people to step up their civil rights activities, and as one activist said, "stay in the streets of every city in the country until this fight is won." Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) explained, "You've got religion here today. Don't backslide tomorrow." 

SNCC's John Lewis, one of the schedule speakers, had planned to give a fiery speech about denouncing the civil rights bill as too little too late, and that blacks would "take matters into our own hands and create a source of power outside of any national structure... we will march through the South, through the heart of Dixie, the way Sherman did, leaving a scorched earth with our nonviolence." After being persuaded to downplay his speech by Martin Luther King Jr., and Randolph, his speech was rewritten by himself and fellow SNCC leaders James Forman and Courtland Cox. 

Even with modifications, Lewis' speech was the most hard-hitting of the day, "By the force of our demands, our determination and our numbers, he said, "we shall splinter the segregated South into a thousand pieces, and put them back together in the image of God and Democracy." He went on to say that the SNCC supported the civil rights bill "with reservations."
WHAT WAS DEMANDED IN THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON

(according to U.S. New & World Report- September 9, 1963) 

1. Passage of "meaningful" civil-rights legislation at this session of Congress no filibusting. 

2. Immediate elimination of all racial segregation in public schools throughout the nation. 

3. A big program of public works to provide jobs for all the nations's unemployed, including job training and a placement program. 

4. A federal law prohibiting racial discrimination in hiring workmen- either public or private. 

5. $2-an-hour minimum wage, across the board, nationwide. 

6. Withholding of federal funds from programs in which discrimination exists. 

7.  Enforcement of the Fourteenth Amendment, reducing congressional representation of states where citizens are disenfranchised. 

8. A broadened Fair Labor Standards Act to include currently-excluded employment areas. 

9. Authority for the Attorney General to institute injunctive suits when any constitutional right is violated. 
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Then Martin Luther King Jr., stood to speak. King, the most popular of all the civil rights leaders, delivered a speech that would be heard on television stations across the land from 1963 to present. It was a speech of hope and determination, epitomizing the day's message of racial harmony, love, and a belief that blacks and whites could live together in peace. Known as the "I have a dream" speech, it is currently considered one of the greatest and most influential speeches ever. 
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The March on Washington 1963
The event was a resounding success, extensively covered by the media. There were no major disturbances. The 1,000+ military soldiers were in no way necessary. Many Americans witnessed for the first time black people and whites united, marching and celebrating side by side. 
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