Aries:  Military-Industrial Complex

[image: image1.png]



Aries is a prosperous planet, because that’s the way the government likes it.  Workers are well paid, and state pensions for the unemployed and elderly are high.  But make no mistake:  Aries is run by no socialist regime.  Like the German Empire of 19th century Earth, the welfare state of Aries is a carefully calculated tool to prevent the violent revolutions seen on places like Scorpio, Sin, and occasionally Capricorn.

History:  Like all the Zodiac Colonies, Aries was founded to serve as a pleasure planet for wealthy Earth elites.  New Johannesburg was founded in 2072 EY, and began the first service of guests in 2077 EY.  Aries was one of the more independent colonies, having taking the opportunity early on to localize production to cut costs.  Thus, when General Julia Olivera and her circle of cronies arrived from Earth, they saw a society ripe for the taking.

General Olivera, chose to make a compact with many of the guests in Aries, offering them positions of power in the regime she intended to make.  Most were wise enough to accept her offer.  Olivera made a quick show of force.  Within a few days, New Johannesburg was hers, with under a hundred dead.  Very quickly, Aries was under the control of General Olivera, the threat of force going as far as force itself did.

General Olivera spent her life preparing for an invasion or a rebellion that never came.  Under her leadership, Aries’s industrial core was strengthened, and weapons production started.

Politics:  The leader of Aries is the leader of the military.  Aries is currently ruled by Arch-General Jackson.  Ariesian politics and business has a bit of an ‘iron triangle’ to it:  the military, the wealthy families, and the corporate sector all look after each other and it’s hard to tell where one ends and the other begins.  The most notable corporation here is Aries Technology Incorporated, which specializes in the making of military hardware.  Aries has a small, but effective and omnipresent bureaucracy.  Aries is one of the founding members of the Free Human Confederation.
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Economics:  Aries has a very strong economy, as it has avoided the chaos typical of many of the other planets.  While Aries has a very visible upper class, the working class enjoys many of the benefits of Ariesian prosperity.  Aries is a very solid exporter of weapons technology and industrial machinery, and tends to import entertainment goods, industrial chemicals, and electronics.

Language:  English [Ariesian]
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