Potential predators of P. muralis and the impact made by them

Brentwood Population


On Vancouver Island there is not a great deal of predatory animals that are able to catch such a fast little lizard as muralis.  Possibly the largest threat comes from garter snakes, North-western Garter Snakes mainly.  Other predators that may have a go at them are domestic cats, birds, racoons, other muralis, and humans.


When looking at how they live, and how potential predators live, one can rule out any nocturnal animals.  Meaning racoons, owls, and other nocturnal birds are pretty much non-threatening to muralis.  With this said cats have been observed catching muralis, however they did not kill them, more they were “playing” with them.  With mainly diurnal predators to worry about, it narrows down to basically snakes, humans, and each other.


Humans have played the main and possibly only role in their spread.  Generally speaking people catch them to keep as a pet and fill the need for something exotic.  However when done so they are usually fed and cared for quite well until death or release.  Therefor the only real threat is neglect in captivity, and the odd unlucky one who tries to cross the road.


Snakes, garter snakes to be precise, seem to be the only predator that seems to be able to seek out and catch muralis.  In fact, in certain areas of the Brentwood population garter snakes have been found in greater numbers.  2002 I discovered that not only do they tend to gorge themselves on frogs and lizards, they also have their offspring around the same time as muralis.  This was a fascinating observation.  Could the garter snakes on these few streets actually changed their reproductive pattern in under a decade to coincide with muralis?  It is happening all that more often, when muralis starts hatching, more and more garter snake births become apparent.  Obviously in need of an in-depth study, however I think this could become quite an interesting project.


Although rarely witnessed in the wild, in captivity they have a certain level of cannibalism.  Not easily brought on, if for some reason food ran out for extended periods (3+ days in captivity), one may find a shortage of small muralis.  Other than starvation, muralis has proven to be a very passive, and to a lesser extent, communal specie.  It is interesting to note that even during mating season males are relatively civil.
