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SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina -- The U.N. war crimes tribunal has said it will support Bosnia's Truth and Reconciliation commission. 

But tribunal court head Claude Jorda said the U.N would support it only if it helps the court with its work. 

Jorda was speaking on Saturday at an international conference on the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission for Bosnia, Reuters reported. 

The International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), created under the Dayton peace agreement that ended Bosnia's war, initially opposed the idea of an independent internal Bosnian commission, fearing it would overlap with the court's work. 

The idea of the commission is to offer a platform -- involving representatives from all of Bosnia's three ethnic communities -- where people from all sides could testify on their experience. 

Jakob Finci, head of the non-governmental organisation, Truth and Reconciliation, told Reuters: "The process is very important here because it will be some kind of mass psychotherapy for people, because finally they will be able to say what happened to them." 

Jorda said the commission could have no judicial powers, which belong exclusively to the ICTY, nor could it have real investigative powers, which belong mainly to the court's prosecution service. 

"I suggest that a provision expressly state that the commission will not interfere in any way in the judicial activity of the...tribunal and that it will provide to the tribunal all the public or confidential information and documents it requires," Jorda said. 

He called on Bosnian leaders on Friday to arrest two of the court's most wanted men -- Bosnian Serb wartime leader Radovan Karadzic and his military chief Ratko Mladic -- still at large and reported to be hiding in eastern Bosnia. 

The head of the U.N. mission in Bosnia, Jacques Klein, told Reuters the commission was an "ideal whose time has come." 

It was needed "not simply to uncover a hidden truth, but also to put an end to the existence of multiple "truths" -- fabricated with biases, corrupted histories and nationalist myths," Klein said. 

He said recent violence in the Serb-controlled towns of Banja Luka and Trebinje, where Serb nationalists attacked ceremonies marking the rebuilding of mosques, raised concern that future generations would also be infected with hatred. 

No Bosnian Serb political or religious leaders attended the conference, although they were among the listed speakers. 

