Statement of the Committee for New Regional Cooperation

A group of independent intellectuals met on 21-22 June in Montenegro at a conference titled “Responsibility – Causes and Consequences.” The group concluded that the existing individual, group, and institutional approaches to the legal, political, and moral responsibility for the destructive developments and enormous violations of human rights that have occurred over the past decades are insufficient. The recent developments in Macedonia, as well as the overall situation in the region, give cause to concern that war conflicts will continue until the causes of tension, mistrust, and intolerance are clearly defined and removed. Hence the need for regional linkages and regional approach in all relevant questions, especially those that pertain to the issues of peace, security, and stability.


The participants in the meeting see the following as the most important tasks:



1) fundamental reinvestigation of the existing – and the establishment of new – views and interpretations of the causes of war sufferings and destruction;



2) organising a regional network of individuals, organisations, and institutions on the basis of tolerance, trust, and cooperation;



3) recognising the symptoms of future conflicts and proposing the measures and means for their prevention and removal.


It was also concluded that this group would act as the founding committee for regional cooperation. Materials for further work and institutional linkages will be prepared for the next meeting; participants have entrusted Nataša Kandić to represent them until that date and to coordinate the work of the founding committee. The Kosova Foundation for Open Society and the Kosova Civil Society Foundation helped this initiative with their means.
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