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The usher takes my ticket, and I make my way into the theater. From what I have heard, this is one of the best musicals Kennesaw State University has presented in a few years. Shenandoah is a musical set in the Civil War, showing the struggle of a family trying to stay out of the war. The play includes several difficult scene changes and some special effects including live gunfire.

As I enter the theater, all I hear is the sound of the audience talking to pass the time. I was surprised not to hear any music or some kind of background sound effects to help set the mood and setting for the production. The music or sound effects are used to set a time period or a certain mood, which help the audience to leave their life at the door and enter into a new time and place. I felt that not setting the mood prior to the production was a low point in the sound design. As I continue my scan of the theater I find a racked stage that appears to be painted like the ground with a large crack down the middle. 

The set was designed appropriately for the play but I did not understand the crack down the center of the stage. This might have had a symbolic issue behind it but the symbolism was never apparent to me. The set included a well on stage left, a platform upstage to accommodate the preacher’s platform, and a platform stage right to resemble a room, which became the porch. I felt that the set was used very appropriately but there was one scene change when the crewmember that was to move the set piece stuck their head out before the blackout and was seen by the audience. This is a foul point in any production the point of the stage crew is to get a job done but never be seen. The fact that a crewmember came out to soon means that there was a miscommunication between the stage manager and the back stage crew. This at no point is an acceptable mistake unless called for in the script. The other attribute to the play was the attempted projections.

The set designer for the show chose to project images onto a scrim “A special cloth used to create visual effects”.  This was a good idea, but the details were not thought out. Some of the projections were not clear and the transitions between the slides were not uniform and did not follow any kind of pattern or theme. This soon became a distraction from the monologues given during the sequences. The idea and purpose of the projections were a good idea but the details needed to be thought through further.

Even though there were several technical issues, I feel that the production overall was a success. I do have to say that the acting was very good despite a few projection problems. In the end I do agree with what I first hear that this was one of the best and I do feel that it was.

