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Vincent Van Gogh was a well-known painter, and the way he lived his life greatly affected his paintings. Throughout his life several things happened that affected the way he painted such as the effect his parents caused, listening to other and not himself, and the relationships he got himself into. These were some very important aspects that affected his emotional level and his paintings.


From the beginning Vincent’s parents never did approve of his painting. Vincent’s Father was a pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church and wished that Vincent would follow suit and become a pastor too. This was a problem for him because he never really fit, in the pastor group. He went to school for religious training but basically failed at first, however talked the head pastor’s to giving him an assignment anyway. The head pastor did so and sent him to a village where he became so involved that he gave up his health to help others. Unfortunately following this religious life was not on his own accord, instead hw was only doing as his father hoped for him.


His parents also caused psychological trauma due to the fact that he was a replacement child. He was the second Vincent in the family after the first one died a few days after being born. He was a lonely child with no affection from his parents encouraging him to do what he wanted which was to paint.


After Vincent left his parents, he unfortunately began the same kind of cycle again. He began to live his life without his parents but looked to others for support, which led to mass influence from others, and once again he did not do, as he wished just listened to others.


One of the biggest influences in his life was his brother Theo. He helped support Vincent with supplies and encouragement. They staying in constant contact with each other at all times. Theo helped Vincent try and figure out what to do with his life and his paintings but in doing so Vincent was lost in Theo’s world of expectations. Theo supplied Vincent with all of his paint, brushes, canvases, and would send him money every week or month. Theo also would send him to different artists to help Vincent improve his paintings to make them more modern and up to date. This led Vincent to Uncle Mole.


Anton Mauve was an art dealer and painter. He helped Vincent get out of drawing and more into painting. He helped him by giving him his first set of brushes and oils to get started. He would follow up and critique Vincent’s work and helped him improve his technique. This is the beginning of his painting with watercolor and formation of his famous artwork.


Once Vincent was started he was introduced to Paul. Paul was also a dealer and painter. Paul and Vincent soon became best friends helping each other with their works. This again came to be a problem because Vincent was listening to other and what they wanted and not doing his thing. As they became closer and closer Paul moved in with Vincent but this began a tragedy. As they stay together, all they did was argue and begin to fight. This fighting ended up with Paul leaving Vincent, and the emotional pain caused Vincent to cut off his ear. Paul changed Vincent’s life by teaching him different painting styles but also began an emotional downhill spiral. 


Lastly, one of the minor things that affected his painting and his life was the relationships that he got into. He would always get emotionally involved before the relationship even started and get hurt that much more in the end. For example he falls in love with his cousin Kay, and, when he tells her that he liked her, she is floored and runs off frightened. She will no longer talk to Vincent after he professed his love for her and this again put him in an emotional slump that greatly affected his works.


 Probably one of the biggest heartbreaks for Vincent to bear was with Clasina Maria Hoornik (known as Sien). He quickly fell in love with her. They moved in with each other and she bore a child. While they lived together, Vincent continued to paint but would not sell any of his works. This caused them to slowly run out of money for food and other supplies. This caused her to get very upset, and she left with her child to live elsewhere. This puts Vincent in an emotional hole that took him a long time to get over. 


These are just a few of the influences that affected Vincent Van Gogh’s artwork and life. The fact that his parents neglected him, he only did what others told him to do, and the relationships that he tried and did get into are all things that would affected him. If these events had never happened, then Vincent Van Gogh would not be known world wide for his painting and psychological trauma.

