Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH - COURTS


Unit Lesson #5 – Special Courts (Mon. 4/19/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P6
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the judicial branch of the United States government, including landmark United States Supreme Court decisions.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

The students will understand the functions, roles, and jurisdictions of specific special courts in the United States Federal Judiciary.

Anticipatory Set:

What did you think about the Brown vs. Board of Education?

Review the Key Terms with the class; have them written on the board.
Direct Instruction:
Divide the class up into SIX groups.  Each group will be responsible for presenting information about the following courts:


U.S. Federal Claims Court


Territorial Courts


Courts of the District of Colombia


Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces


Court of Veterans Appeals


United States Tax Court

Groups must answer the following questions:


What legislative power from Article I makes that court a necessity?


What type of Subject Matter do they hear?


Do they have concurrent jurisdiction with any other courts?

Why are these courts needed?

Groups will turn in notes from their presentation as well as information they got from other groups.

Guided Practice:


Students will have time to refer to one another as well as ask the teacher for clarification.

Closure:


Summary Closure:
What is one thing we learned today?





Quiz tomorrow.

Summative Assessment: Notes from each presentation will be collected for points.

I.
Judicial Terms



Plaintiff vs. Defendant



Types of Jurisdiction

II.
Constitutional Courts – Article III



Supreme Court

III.
Special Courts – Article I


-U.S. Federal Claims Court


-Territorial Courts

-Courts of the District of Columbia

-Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces


-Court of Veterans Appeals

-United States Tax Court

Current Event Due Th 2/22


Quiz tomorrow over the Judicial Branch

Objectives

*Understand the functions, roles, and jurisdiction of specific special courts in the United States Federal Judiciary.
I.
Judicial Terms

Rule of Four- during case selection, four are needed to pick a case for Supreme Court review


Constitutional Courts- created through Article III


Supreme Court- highest courts, original and appellate jurisdiction


Special Courts- created to regulate expressed powers of Article I

Jurisdiction- right to hear a case


Exclusive Jurisdiction- only one court hears it


Concurrent Jurisdiction- different courts share jurisdiction


Plaintiff- the accuser


Defendant- the accused


Original Jurisdiction- first to hear the case


Appellate Jurisdiction- right to appeal the case

Writ of Certiorari- higher court directing a lower court to send up the records of a case for review

Certificate- lower courts request for the Supreme Court to review an aspect from a case or answer a specific question on procedure or interpretation of the law


Majority Opinion- majority decision by the judges


Opinion of the Court- majority opinion


Concurring Opinion- additional defense of the majority opinion


Dissenting Opinion- minority opinion of the court


Redress- satisfaction of a claim brought in court.

II.
Constitutional Courts – Article III




These courts are specifically mentioned in Article III.



Supreme Court




What is important about the Supreme Court?  Highest court




How is a judge appointed? By President, then Senate vote
III.
Special Courts – Article I


U.S. Federal Claims Court




-U.S. must give consent before it can be sued by anyone





-Sovereign Immunity, "the King is always right"




-Hears claims




-Concurrent jurisdiction with District Courts if under $10,000


Territorial Courts

-"Make all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory belonging to the United States", Article IV, Sec. 3, Clause 2

-Covers nations territories




-Virgin Islands, Guam, and Northern Mariana Islands



-Similar to state's local courts


Courts of the District of Columbia

-"Exercise legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such District…may…become seat to the United States", Article I, Sec. 8, Clause 17

-Hears cases that come up in the nations capital

-Congress established local courts: superior and appeals courts


Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces

-"Make rules for the government and regulation of land and naval forces." Article I, Sec. 8, Clause 14

-Judges not in the Armed Forces

-Serious court martial decisions

-May be brought to the Supreme Court, but rarely does

Court of Veterans Appeals

-"Constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court", Article I, Sec. 8, Clause 9

-Veteran appeals, denial or mishandling of benefits

-Appeals from this court may be taken to Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

United States Tax Court


-Congress has the power to tax, Article I, Sec. 8, Clause 1


-Hears civil cases involving disputes of tax applications


-Most cases come from the Treasury Department and the IRS

Civil case: between private parties (or private parties against government), often for money or a fine

Criminal case: broke the law, offenses against the public order; punishable by fines, imprisonment or even death

***The powers of Congress have increased over the years.  So too, has the number of courts in the federal judiciary.  How are these two facts related?

CLOSURE:
Summary Closure- 
What did we learn today?  One thing about courts.






What do you expect to learn about tomorrow?



Quiz tomorrow over the Judicial Branch and Chapter 18.






