Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #9 – Powers of Congress - Bill to a Law (Mon. 4/5/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

-Students will understand the powers associated with the United States Legislative Branch.

- Students will understand how a bill becomes a law after being introduced to the House.

Anticipatory Set:

Have the students write down three things that the Federal Government should be able to do.


In order to be a strong Government, what must Congress be able to do?


What are some things our Government has the right to do?



Tax, Borrow Money, Declare War
Direct Instruction:

The teacher will explain to the students the Expressed, Implied, and Nonlegislative Powers of Congress using the notes attached and following an outline on the board. 

The teacher will then ask the students what the main function of Congress is, which is Making and Creating Laws.  Outline with the students on the board what we already know about the bill process.

The students will diagram their own process of a Bill to a Law.  Show the Arizona Bill process as an example.
Guided Practice:

The students may ask questions during the lecture portion, and may work with a partner while outline the bill process.  
Closure:

Summative Assessment: All work from the day will be collected at the end of class.

Review
Ask students what they learned today?




Summary Closure

I. Powers of Congress


Expressed Powers



Tax, Currency, Foreign Relations and War


Implied Powers



Necessary and Proper Clause


Non legislative Powers



Electoral Duties, Impeachment

II. Creation of Laws


Types of Bills



Bills, Joint Resolutions, Concurrent Resolutions, Rider


Process

Objectives

-Students will understand the powers associated with the United States Legislative Branch.

-Students will understand how a bill becomes a law after being introduced to the House.
I. POWERS OF CONGRESS


Scope of Congressional Power



Congressional Power



Strict Versus Liberal Construction




Strict Constructionist




Liberal Constructionist


Expressed Powers (powers stated directly in the constitution)

How does the Government make money?


Power to Tax




Direct Tax: tax paid by the person it is owed





Ex. Income Tax




Indirect Tax: tax paid by someone other then who was taxed





Ex. Tobacco companies pay taxes to the Federal Govt.

Company pays the treasury for the tax, then charges customers when they buy the product


Power to Borrow



Commerce Power




Commerce Power: power to regulate interstate and foreign trade

Who has the power to make a system of money for the United States?



Currency Power




Legal Tender: money a creditor must accept for payment


Bankruptcy

Bankruptcy: legal preceding where assets are distributed to where there is debt

Who has the right to declare war or sign treaties?



Foreign Relations and War Powers




Foreign Relations Powers- make and sign treaties




War Powers- declare and make war


Additional Powers of Congress




Naturalization- changing citizenship




Postal Power- establish postal system and post office




Copyrights and Patents- promote the progress of science





Copyright: exclusive, legal right to produce own creations

Patent: license issued for the exclusive rights of an inventor to manufacture and produce their own inventions for a limited time




Weights and Measures




Power Over Territories and Other Areas

Eminent Domain: power of the government to take private property for public use




Judicial Powers


Implied Powers (powers implied by the expressed powers)

What is the Necessary and Proper Clause?



Necessary and Proper Clause

Why is it often called the Elastic Clause?



Battle Over Implied Powers




McCulloch v. Maryland, 1819




Doctrine in Practice


Nonlegislative Powers



Constitutional Amendments

How do we elect the president of the United States?



Electoral Duties




Electoral College




House elects the president if no candidate wins a majority of 535
Through checks and balances, Congress has the power to bring formal charges against a president, what's this called?



Impeachment




Impeach- to bring charges




Presidents Impeached 17, Convicted 7





Ex. Bill Clinton, impeached then acquitted

-Andrew Johnson, impeached, one vote away from conviction

-Richard Nixon, during trials, resigned


Executive Powers



Investigatory Powers

Above all of these powers, Congress is most important because of one power.

What is that power?
MAKING LAWS (one of the duties of a Congressman)
II. CREATION OF LAWS


The House: How a Bill Becomes a Law 



1- Creating and Introducing Bills



Types of Bills and Resolutions




Bills- purposed laws





Rider: with a larger bill, too small to be passed alone






Ex. Willet Creek Dam, hidden in Deficiency Bill

Joint Resolutions: usually temporary and unusual situations, passed by both houses

Ex. Proposing constitutional amendments, fixing a law that has already passed, use money for an inauguration ceremony




Concurrent Resolutions: resolutions between both houses





Ex. Foreign affairs




Resolutions: focus on procedure and only one house



2- First Reading, of three (reads the title and records it in the journal)



3- Bill in Committee


Committee Options

Discharge Petition- after 30 days, bill brought to the floor




Subcommittees- division of committee



-Recommend passing the bill




-Refuse to report




-Amend the bill and report it




-Recommend not passing the bill




-Report a new bill that the committee created similar to it

Do bills in the House get voted on right away?

What is the Steering Committee?

Why is it important to know that the Steer Committee is lead by the majority party?



Rules and Calendars



4- Bill on the Floor




Committee of the Whole: entire group of the House




Quorum: least amount needed to be present to work




Debate





-Second reading rule, after committee





-Five-minute rule to debate






-Unanimous consent needed for more time





-During debate, may request a vote






-Gives 40 more minutes of debate before voting




5- Voting





-Voice votes, "aye" or "noes" lead by speaker





-Standing vote, all who are for it stand up

-1973 Computerized System, Yes, No, Present for votes and roll calls



Final Steps


Bill in the Senate and the Final stages



6- Introducing the Bill in the Senate



Senate's Rules for Debate




Filibuster




Cloture Rule





-Placed to end filibusters (1917, three week filibuster)

-Vote is taken, and then in no more than 30 hours will debate on a certain topic and cast a final vote on it


(Sixty Senators needed to pass Cloture Rule.)



7- Committee

Conference Committee



8- Vote

9- President Acts




-sign the bill to a law




-veto: refuse to sign the bill



-taking no action for 10 days passes the bill automatically




-Pocket veto: 





Line Item Veto Act of 1996- President may reject parts

Clinton vs. New York City, 1998


-Supreme Court found it unconstitutional


















































































