Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #3 – The Senate (Mr. Smith Goes to Washington)

(Th. 3/25/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

The students will learn about the U.S. Senate as well as part of the bill process through viewing "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington".

Anticipatory Set:



What is Congresses responsibility?



What is the term used to define a two house body?  One house?



What is the difference between a Single member district (House) and at large (Senate)?


Make two columns on the board, House of Representatives and the Senate

What are the qualifications for a member of the House? (25, 7 yr citizen, resident of state)

What are the qualifications for a member of the Senate? (30, 9 yr citizen, resident of state)

Direct Instruction:

After a quick review comparing the House and the Senate, the teacher will show the class the three duties of a Congressman.  Afterwards, we're going to look at the United States Senate as seen through a small town young man with no political affiliations who gets appointed as one of his state's senators.

Guided Practice:


The video will be stopped for questions to review information from the video.

Summative Assessment: Students will turn in video questionnaires when the class has finished viewing the entire video.

I. REVIEW: HOUSE AND SENATE

What is Congresses responsibility?


What word can be used to define a two-house body?


What is the difference between a Single member district (House) and at large (Senate)?


What is Gerrymandering?

Draw the chart on the board for the House of Representatives and the Senate

What are the qualifications for a member of the House? (25, 7 yr citizen, resident of state)


What are the qualifications for a member of the Senate? (30, 9 yr citizen, resident of state)

	
	HOUSE
	SENATE

	Size
	Large – 435 members
	Small – 100 members

	Terms
	Term – 2 years
	Term – 6 years

	Elections
	Smaller Constituencies – elected from districts
	Larger Constituencies – elected over entire state

	Age
	Younger membership (must be 25)
	Older membership (must be 30)

	Prestige
	Less prestige – more local focus
	More prestige – national issues

	Media
	Low media visibility
	High media visibility

	Citizen
	Seven year citizen
	Nine year citizen


Media Visibility?

How many representatives does Arizona have?

How many can you name?

2004 House- 8


Jeff Flake, Trent Franks, Raul Grijalva, Jim Kolbe, Ed Pastor, Rick Renzi, John Shadegg, JD Hayworth (of Tempe's district)

2004 Senate- 2




John Kyl, John McCain
II. CONGRESSIONAL DUTIES

1- makes laws through voting


Voting- methods of voting by Congressmen


Trustee- use their own judgment



Delegates- what the" folks back home would want"



Partisans- first allegiance to their political party




Republican, more conservative; Democratic; more liberal



Politicos- combination of all

2- serves on committees


3- represents their constituents (people of their state)

Pay- Article I – $141, 400

27th Amendment, pay increases take effect after the next congressional election
Today we're going to look at the United States Senate as seen through a small town young man with no political affiliations who gets appointed as one of his state's senators.
III. MR. SMITH

20 PTS





Name _________________








Period ________
MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON

1.  What happened to Senator Sam Foley in Washington?

2.  Why does Jim Taylor want Horace Miller to take Foley's place?

3.  What is the name of the man that the governor’s children recommend to be senator?

4.  What is the name of the other Senator from Smith's state?

5.  What historic location does Smith want to visit before the Senate convenes?

6.  How does Senator Smith respond to the articles written about him?

7.  What does Saunders say is the responsibility of the Steering Committee?

8.  Senator Paine and Jim Taylor disagree with part of Smith’s bill, which part?

9.  What does Taylor offer in attempting to bribe Smith?

10.  What is the accusation Senator Paine makes against Smith?

11.  What president does Saunders use to inspire Smith to go back to the Senate?

12.  What does Smith do to ensure that the Senate listens to him?

13.  What is the name for Smith's tactic?

14.  Why do none of Smith's ideas appear in the larger newspapers?

15.  How does Senator Paine react to the end of Smith's filibuster?







