Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #2 – Bicameralism – House and Senate (Wed. 3/24/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:


Students will understand the term Bicameral as it pertains to Congress.

Students will learn the characteristics of the U.S. Congress (House of Representatives and the Senate) as well as the qualifications of its members and the similarities and differences between both houses.

Anticipatory Set:


What branch of Government makes the laws that we must live by?


Who is at the head of the Legislative Branch?


What is a term we use to describe that it had two houses?


When do these two houses meet?

Direct Instruction:

The teacher will discuss when Congress meets annually and what the types of sessions are.  After briefly covering that basic information the teacher will pass our the worksheets covering some items about the House and the Senate.

Guided Practice:

As students work, the teacher will walk around keeping them on task as well as addressing any questions.

As students finish up, go through some of the information with them.

Use HOUSE-SENATE chart attached to the notes to display how they are different.

Closure:

Review the day's concepts with the class asking certain students.


How can Gerrymandering beneficial to a political party?


Why do they call the Senate a continuous body?


Find members of our Congress… www.House.gov, www.Senate.gov

I. Congress


Sessions, Special Sessions

II. House of Representatives

Qualifications, Terms, Elections, Districts
III.  Senate

Qualifications, Terms, Elections

IV. Similarities and Differences

V. Review

Congress


Begins at noon on January 3rd, ends at noon on January 3rd


Ex. We vote in November 2004 (Jan 3, 05 to Jan. 3, 07)



November 2006 will replace on Jan. 3, 2007

Article I, Section 1


Bicameral


Term, two years for the House, six for the Senate


Sessions (20th Amendment, Section 2)



Two sessions each term



Use to be four to five months, now most of the year


Special Session



President calls Congress back together



Not very often anymore since Congress is together longer



President Truman in 1948, welfare and anti-inflation

House of Representatives


435 members set by Congress


Elected every second year, two year terms



Apportioned based on respective population

Article I, Section 2, Clause 3




Each state receives at least one seat



Article I, Section 2, Clause 1




No limit (attempts to limit Congressional seats to 12 years)



Reapportion




Article I – every 10 years based on census




Reapportionment Act of 1929, “automatic reapportionment”





House size permanently 435





Census bureau determines seats per state (population)





President sends it to Congress





After 60 days with no appeal from Congress, it passes


Elections (Off year elections)



Districts




Single Member Districts




At Large




Gerrymandering


Qualifications – Article I



25 years old



U.S. citizen for seven years



Must be an inhabitant of the state they represent



Suggested to live in the district you represent


May be excused for disorderly conduct, 2/3 vote



Civil War, four kicked out for supporting the South's rebellion



Brighman H. Roberts of Utah almost for being a polygamist

Judge said it was not grounds enough since he met the requirements and represented his area

Senate


Election



Formally chosen by legislatures



17th Amendment – popular vote of the people



Continuous Body – Elections at different times




Seats never open at the same time

Qualifications


30 years old


U.S. citizen for nine years


Must be an inhabitant of the state they represent

Similarities and Differences between the House and the Senate

	
	HOUSE
	SENATE

	Size
	Large – 435 members
	Small – 100 members

	Terms
	Term – 2 years
	Term – 6 years

	Elections
	Smaller Constituencies – elected from districts
	Larger Constituencies – elected over entire state

	Age
	Younger membership
	Older membership

	Prestige
	Less prestige
	More prestige

	Media
	Low media visibility, too many members
	High media visibility


Media Visibility?

How many representatives does Arizona have?

How many can you name?


2004 House- 8



Jeff Flake, Trent Franks, Raul Grijalva, JD Hayworth,



Jim Kolbe, Ed Pastor, Rick Renzi, John Shadegg


2004 Senate- 2





John Kyl, John McCain

Congressional Duties


1- makes laws


2- serves on committees


3- represents their constituents (people of their state)

Voting- methods of voting by Congressmen

Trustee- use their own judgment


Delegates- what the" folks back home would want"


Partisans- first allegiance to their political party


Politicos- combination of all

Pay- Article I – $141, 400


27th Amendment, pay increases take effect after the next congressional election









Name_______________









Period ________

CONGRESS (pg. 235)
1.  What is the major function of Congress?

2.  Explain why you agree or disagree with the following statement, "Had the states not been equally represented in the Senate, there might never have been a Constitution."

3.  Why is Congress rarely called in to Special Sessions today?

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

4.  Is the number of representatives for each state equal in the House?

5.  What does it mean that the seats of the House will be apportioned among the states?

6.  Why is it important to reapportion the House after every census?

7.  What four items does the Reapportionment Act of 1959 provide for?



1-



2-



3-



4-

8.  What is the difference between a "Single-member district" and an "at large" district?

9.  What is the term for creating district lines that are beneficial to a certain political party?

10.  What are the three qualifications required of a person running for the House?


1-


2-


3-

THE SENATE

11.  How does the Senate provide each state with equal representation?

12.  Were members of the Senate always voted on "at large"?  How were they previously chosen?

13.  Why do Senators have longer terms then members of the House?

14.  Can the Senate be described as a continuous body, why or why not?

15.  What are the three qualifications to become a Senator?


1-


2-


3-









KEY

CONGRESS (pg. 235)

1.  What is the major function of Congress?


MAKE LAWS FOR THE UNITED STATES
2.  Explain why you agree or disagree with the following statement, "Had the states not been equally represented in the Senate, there might never have been a Constitution."


YES, SMALLER STATES FEARED LARGE WOULD DOMINATE



EX. TODAY ALASKA 600,000 PEOPLE TO CALI 34 MILLION




STILL EQUAL IN THE SENATE AT LEAST
3.  Why is Congress rarely called in to Special Sessions today?


CONGRESS IS IN SESSION LONGER, NO NEED TO CALL BACK

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
4.  Is the number of representatives for each state equal in the House?


NO
5.  What does it mean that the seats of the House will be apportioned among the states?


SEATS WILL BE DIVIDED BASED UPON POPULATION
6.  Why is it important to reapportion the House after every census?


POPULATION CHANGES, AS SHOULD REPRESENATION



EX. ARIZONA 6 TO 8 AFTER 2000
7.  What four items does the Reapportionment Act of 1959 provide for?



1-HOUSE IS PERMANANTLY 435 MEMBERS


2-CENSUS BUREAU DETERMINES SEATS PER STATE


3-BUREAU FINISHES, PRESIDENT SENDS TO CONGRESS


4-60 DAYS OF NEITHER HOUSE REJECTING, TAKES EFFECT
8.  What is the difference between a "Single-member district" and an "at large" district?


SINGLE MEMBER- DISTRICTS VOTE FOR A REPRESENTATIVE


AT LARGE- ENTIRE STATE VOTES FOR ALL REPRESENTATIVES


1842- CONGRESS REALIZED THAT MAJOR PARTIES ALWAYS WON

9.  What is the term for creating district lines that are beneficial to a certain political party?
GERRYMANDERING

10.  What are the three qualifications required of a person running for the House?


25 YEARS OLD, SEVEN YEAR US CITIZEN, RESIDENT OF STATE

THE SENATE
11.  How does the Senate provide each state with equal representation?


BY PROVIDING EACH STATE WITH TWO MEMBERS

12.  Were members of the Senate always voted on "at large" in their states?  How were they previously chosen?


NO, CHOSEN BY STATE LEGISLATURES
13.  Why do Senators have longer terms then members of the House?


TAKE AWAY POLITICAL PRESSURES OF BEING RE-ELECTED


NEED TO SEE NATIONAL PICTURE, NOT JUST LOCAL INTERESTS
14.  Can the Senate be described as a continuous body, why or why not?


NOT ALL MEMBERS TERMS ARE UP AT THE SAME TIME.


1/3 ARE UP FOR RE-ELECTION EVERY TWO YEARS
15.  What are the three qualifications to become a Senator?


30 YEARS OLD, NINE YEAR US CITIZEN, RESIDENT OF STATE
