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Senior Government


Topic:

ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT


Unit Lesson #1 – Our Political Foundations (Mon. 1/26/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P2.
Analyze the historical sources and ideals of the structure of the United States government.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

Students will understand why American Colonists wanted a Government that was Ordered, Limited, and Representative.

Anticipatory Set:

If you were the ruler of a country….

What are three laws you would base a government off of?  Share.


Why are these laws important to you?  What in your life has influenced you into thinking so?


What influences you and your lives?
Direct Instruction:

Before we were the United States of America, what were we?  English colonies.  When the colonists came to America they brought with them their ideas of how a government should run and what should be expected of its leaders.  When we made laws, we made laws we felt were important based on our past knowledge and background.   Follow attached outline discussing influences and characteristics desired in our early Gov.

Guided Practice:

Frequently stop and review learned material.

As students work on the closure, walk around the class viewing student’s progress.

Closure:


Pick one of three characteristics (Ordered, Limited, Representative) and explain why you feel it is the most important.  Put the students into groups with the same characteristic and have them come up three reasons they chose what they did, and one reason for each of the options they didn’t pick.  Have them present their sides to the class.

Discuss again influences that affect our choices.


Review material.


Tomorrow we will look at specific documents that affected Colonial Government.

Summative Assessment: 

Students will hand in the three things they wanted in a Govt. as well as the three ideas talked about in class and what they feel is the most important and why?

ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT


Intro to our Political Foundations
QUESTIONS: If you were the ruler of a country….

What are three laws you would base a government off of?
Why are these laws important to you?

What in your life has influenced you into thinking so?



Influence: to sway or persuade (“Under the influence”)


What influences you and your lives?



Magazines – the way we dress / look



Television – the way we conduct ourselves

I. Colonial Government

Before we were the United States of America, what were we?  From where?

a. English Settlers

i. Influences

1. England

2. Africa and Asia: Hammurabi as we’ll see tomorrow

3. Roman occupation of England

4. Textual influences we will look at later

ACTIVITY: Write down three things you would want out of a Govt?

OUTLINE ON BOARD

ii. Three characteristics of Gov.

1. Ordered Gov

a. Colonists knew orderly regulation was needed; as in England, they created local governments, like townships, assessors counties

Ex. Principal or President doesn’t do everything for their school/country, people under them 

2. Limited Gov

a. Government should not be all powerful and has limits to what it can do; individuals have guaranteed rights

Ex. Govt. today

3. Representative Gov

a. Government should serve the will of the people; should represent the people’s best interests; people need a voice

Ex. Congress and Legislative System (electing representatives: House of Representatives)

II. Discuss Influences again

III. Review

ACTIVITY: Pick one of the three characteristics mentioned, and explain why you feel the one you choose is the most important.


Put the class into groups based upon what they choose.


Have them discuss group to group over their decision.

REMINDERS:
Keep working on Ch. 2 Study Guide




Current Event # 2 - Due Th



Make up test on Wed. at 7:30

Spare Time: look at the first two questions of the study guide and answer them as a class.
