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Senior Government


Topic:

ELECTORAL COLLEGE #2 (Th. 3/4/04)
Standard:

2SS-P5.
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the executive branch of the United States Government.

PO. 3 
Election of the president through the nomination process, national conventions, and Electoral College.
Objectives and Expectations for Learning:
Students will learn about the Electoral College through a mock presidential election.

Anticipatory Set:

What did we learn yesterday about the Electoral College?

Review information from yesterday.
Direct Instruction:

The first part of instruction will come through a demonstration of the Electoral College in the classroom.  Teacher will use the two current presidential candidates, George Bush and John Kerry, and will have the student's vote after supplying some information about each and their campaigns.  Students will be broken up into states and both the popular vote will be displayed along with the results based on a smaller version of the Electoral College.


Electoral College Numbers: http://www.fec.gov/pages/elecvote.htm

The second part of the day will involve a review of the quarter's information.  The teacher will quickly go through the main points answering questions and asking for student comments. (See attached outline.)
Guided Practice:


Allow students to make comments and ask questions along the way.

Closure:

After reviewing the chapter's main points, ask the students what they feel has been the most valuable information they've picked up in their first quarter of Government.



TOMORROW: FINAL TOMORROW
I. Electoral College


What did we learn yesterday about the Electoral College?


How many votes are needed to win an election?


What happens if a candidate doesn't win the required votes?


How many Electoral Votes does Arizona have?

II. 2004 Election

The students will be broken up into states representing portions of the Electoral College. Using the Bush/Kerry Handouts, students will vote in class.  


Divide Students up into states with only Odd numbers.



(Except Maine which splits it's 4 votes, two in this group)

General Election will be held with the student's first voting for the candidate's they want.  Put the results on the board under Popular Vote.

Once everyone has voted, each group (State) will get together and pick a candidate.  Only Maine/Nebraska may split up their votes.

Once all groups are ready, vote and write the total on the board.

Compare the two numbers.

After the mock election, remind the students that 270 Electoral Votes are needed.

Concept of 50 states = 50 battles

III. Review

Branches of Govt.

Executive, Legislative, Judicial

Preamble, Purposes of the Government

We the people, In order to form a more perfect union, Establish Justice, Insure domestic tranquility, Provide for the Common Defense, Promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty, to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution, for the United States of America.

Basic Concepts of Democracy

Fundamental Worth of the Individual

Equality of All Persons

Majority Rules, Minority Rights

Necessity of Compromise

Individual Freedom

Characteristics of Government

Ordering, Limited, Representative

Landmark Documents

Magna Carta, Petition of Right, English Bill of Rights

Articles of Confederations

Federalist vs. Anti-Federalists

Principles of the U.S. Constitution

Popular Sovereignty

Limited Government

Separation of Powers

Checks and Balances

Judicial Review

Federalism 

The Bill of Rights

Personal Freedoms and the Unenumerated Rights

Formal vs. Informal Amendments

Federalism

Powers granted to the National and State Governments

Full Faith and Credit

Extradition

Electoral College

John Kerry

2004 Democratic Candidate

JohnKerry.com
-Restoring Jobs and Rebuilding our Economy


George W. Bush has chosen tax cuts for the wealthy and special favors for special interests over our economic future. John Kerry has a plan to rebuild our future, starting with 3 million jobs in his first 500 days – and a plan to ensure that workers can achieve the American Dream in our changing economy.

-Winning the Peace in Iraq


What does it gain America to win a war and lose a peace? The Bush failures will cost us dearly in the months ahead, in an Iraq consumed with suspicion, resentment and continued violence. What’s needed now is leadership – to finish the job in Iraq the right way – because America can and must do better.

-Access to Affordable Health Care


John Kerry believes that your family’s health is just as important as any politician's in Washington. Our nation needs a leader who has the courage to take on the big insurance and drug companies to make that same health care plan affordable for every American.

-Defending the American Homeland


We shouldn’t be opening firehouses in Baghdad and closing them in Brooklyn. America’s homeland security needs to take steps as big as the threats we face – and give our front lines the resources they need. John Kerry has a six-point plan to ensure that we are safer, stronger, and more secure on our own soil.

-Creating a New Era for American Schools


We need a president who will roll up his sleeves and get things done for America’s schools. By supporting teachers, reducing class sizes, rebuilding crumbling schools, and standing up for high standards in our public education system, John Kerry has the courage to fight for our children’s future every day.

-A Cleaner and Greener America


We owe it to our families, our communities, and to our planet to elect a president who will unapologetically pursue our environmental values. Unlike the Bush Administration, where special interest rule and the environment suffers, a Kerry Administration will build its policies around citizens’ needs and aspirations.

-A Principled Foreign Policy


Americans deserve a principled foreign policy backed by an enlightened self-interest and undoubted military might – a diplomacy shaped by our own national security. John Kerry will pursue a bold, progressive internationalism that commits America to lead the world toward liberty and prosperity.

-Making College Tuition Affordable for All Americans


Today’s young people need a president who will take on the Bush tax cuts and stand up for their future – a leader with the courage to help them pay for, prepare for, and complete college. In a Kerry Administration, if you believe in yourself enough to work hard and do what’s right, your country will invest in you.
George Bush

2004 Republican Candidate

GeorgeWBush.com
-President's Economic Security Agenda


On May 28, 2003, President Bush signed into law a bold jobs and growth plan to strengthen America's economy and ensure its continued growth.   The House and Senate acted in a bipartisan fashion to make the President’s tax relief plan a reality for American families, seniors, small businesses, and entrepreneurs. In passing a jobs and growth plan, the administration has taken aggressive action to strengthen the foundation of our economy so that every American who wants to work will be able to find a job.

-President's Compassion Agenda


In his Inaugural Address, the President called on Americans to become citizens, not spectators – to work together to improve our communities and reach out to our neighbors. For the past two-and-a-half years, compassionate conservatism has been the President’s governing philosophy as the Administration has tackled some of society’s toughest assignments, such as educating our children, helping those in need, and fighting poverty at home and abroad. 

-Offering Health Care and Prescription Drug Choices


President Bush’s comprehensive health care agenda improves health security for all Americans by building on the best features of American health care. Our health care system can provide the best care in the world, but rising costs and loss of control to government and health plan bureaucrats threaten to keep patients from getting state-of-the-art care.

-Leave No Child Behind

President Bush promised to make educating every child his top domestic priority and reform a system that has failed the most needy students in our nation's classrooms. He proposed a comprehensive, bipartisan plan to improve overall student performance and close the achievement gap between rich and poor students in America's more than 89,599 public schools. The President’s No Child Left Behind Act was passed with an overwhelming bipartisan majority and is already showing results for America’s children. The No Child Left Behind Act helps parents, educators and children by:

-Protecting the American People


The President’s most important job is to protect and defend the American homeland. Since September 11, 2001, the nation has made tremendous progress achieving this goal. 

-A National Security Strategy that meets the Challenges of our Time


Defending our nation against its enemies is the first and fundamental commitment of the federal government. On September the 11th, 2001, America learned that oceans will no longer protect us from the threats of a new era. On that day, the President set in motion a relentless worldwide campaign against terrorists, in order to secure our homeland and to make the world a more peaceful place.

-Preserving the Beauty and Quality of Our Environment


President Bush believes that good stewardship of the environment is not just a personal responsibility, it is a public value. Americans are united in the belief that it is important to preserve our natural heritage and safeguard the land around us. 













