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Topic:

CURRENT EVENT ANALYSIS #2 (Fri. 1/23/04)
Standard:

2SS-D2. (State)
Evaluate American culture, political beliefs and behaviors of individuals in the political process, with emphasis on: (all performance objectives).

AIMS
Students will write formal communications with a clear purpose and write a narrative that that shows an organized structure.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:
Students will evaluate a current news topic documenting the article’s significance to today’s government.

Students will analyze a news article in order to demonstrate proper construction of a topic sentence as well as paragraph summary writing.

Anticipatory Set:

State positive aspects of the previous Current Event Analysis.

What did each class do well?

Review aspects they struggled with and refresh students of your expectations:


Were topic sentences written correctly (title, author, main idea)?



What if the author is not listed? (unknown author from source)



Were summaries the appropriate length?  (4-5 sentences)



Were the major people and their roles clearly defined?



Did articles have a relevant connection to the Government? 


Are students taking advantage of the easy extra credit opportunities?

Late Policy: half points with extra credit still available.
Direct Instruction:

Students will do their second current event during class time.  

If a computer lab is available, have students use online resources to find an article and write their summaries.

OR

When a student finds an article, they must first have it approved by the teacher before beginning their analysis.
Collect newspapers from other classes no older than three or four days.  Have students look through parts of the paper and select an article to use for their next analysis.



Students in class should have no excuses for not receiving at least one of three the extra credit opportunities for this Current Event. 


CURRENT EVENT #2 DUE DATE:  

Guided Practice:


As students work independently, walk around the room monitoring progress.



Are the students using appropriate articles?



Are the topic sentences written correctly including the title and author?



Are summaries written to the appropriate length?

Students finishing early may turn in their Current Event.  If students finish too early, the teacher may edit their current event and offer suggestions on how to improve their summaries.
Closure:


Homework: Current Events not finished will be taken home as homework.


Assessment: Students will turn in their second Current Event Analysis for a grade. 

CURRENT EVENT ANALYSIS
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NAME:






DATE:

PERIOD: 






TOPIC: US Government

Date Published:

Paragraph Summary:  (minimum 4-5 sentences)

Who are the major people in the article and what are their roles?

How will this issue affect the public and/or the government?

*** Be sure to staple the article to this page. ***

HELPFUL HINTS

1. When doing a paragraph summary, be sure to include the title, the author’s name, and the main idea of the article in the opening sentence.  Then use the remaining two to four sentences to back up the main idea with supporting details.

2. Be sure to define the roles of the major people in your article.  Many make the mistake of writing a person’s title down.  When filling out the roles of the people in the article, think of the reasons why that person is mentioned within the article.  The question doesn’t ask for a person’s title, but their specific role.  

3. Be sure that your article has a connection to an aspect of the United States government.  This can be either a local, state, or federal government connection.  Failure to connect your article to United States government will result in a zero for the assignment.

GRADING

This assignment is worth 20 points.

Extra credit is available:

5 points for Typing
OR

5 points for being Early
OR

5 points for Presenting 
The Maximum score you can earn is 30 / 20
(MAX 10 EXTRA CREDIT POINTS)

ONLINE NEWS ARTICLES

www.CNN.com (Cable News Network)
 www.azcentral.com (Arizona Republic)

www.Nytimes.com (New York Times)

www.USAtoday.com (USA Today)

www.EastValleyTribune.com (East Valley Tribune)













