Roman Britain



Stage 22

Magic and Curses
Read the information in your folder for this stage, then try these questions

1. What is a “defixio”? 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. What was the method for putting a curse on someone?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The first side of Docilianus’ curse.
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3. Why did the woman called Basilia make a defixio?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. [image: image6.jpg]


 Here is the Vilbia curse. What does it say?
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5. In what different ways were curses made more mysterious and powerful?  Use this picture and the other curses you have read about to illustrate your point.



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write out the translation of this defixio:


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Now write your own curse!


Here is one of the Bath curse tablets, folded as it was found
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The Romans were very fond of games involving dice, both the kind we are used to and more novel varieties like the little man who can fall six ways up; here he scores 2. The larger of the cubic dice has a hollow in it, maybe  for loading the dice.





Venus= double six (highest throw)                    �	�                        Dog = double one (lowest throw)








