Context test 2:  Virgil Aeneid Book IV

Read the following lines from the prepared text and answer the questions which follow:

uritur infelix Dido totaque uagatur
urbe furens, qualis coniecta cerua sagitta,
quam procul incautam nemora inter Cresia fixit               
pastor agens telis liquitque uolatile ferrum
nescius: illa fuga siluas saltusque peragrat


5
Dictaeos; haeret lateri letalis harundo.
nunc media Aenean secum per moenia ducit
Sidoniasque ostentat opes urbemque paratam,                
incipit effari mediaque in uoce resistit;
nunc eadem labente die conuiuia quaerit,


10
Iliacosque iterum demens audire labores
exposcit pendetque iterum narrantis ab ore.
post ubi digressi, lumenque obscura uicissim               
luna premit suadentque cadentia sidera somnos,
sola domo maeret uacua stratisque relictis


15
incubat. illum absens absentem auditque uidetque,
aut gremio Ascanium genitoris imagine capta
detinet, infandum si fallere possit amorem.                

1. In lines 1-2, what state of mind is Dido in? Pick out and translate two words which suggest this state of mind









(3)

2. “qualis…cerva…” in lines 2-6 what comparison does Virgil draw and how successful do you think he is? Quote Latin where appropriate





(10)

3. In lines 7 – 12, how do you explain Dido’s behaviour? Quote Latin where appropriate
(10)

4. In line 14, how does the sound and rhythm of the line assist its meaning?

(5)

5. In lines 15 – 16, how does Virgil emphasise Dido’s loneliness? Pick out and translate 5 Latin words which contribute towards this







(10)

6. “infandum ……..amorem”: in line 18 what does “amorem” refer to and why is it described as “infandum”? 









(7)

Total: 45

