Context test 1:  Virgil Aeneid Book IV

Read the following lines from the prepared text and answer the questions which follow:

si mihi non animo fixum immotumque sederet               1
ne cui me uinclo uellem sociare iugali,
postquam primus amor deceptam morte fefellit;
si non pertaesum thalami taedaeque fuisset,
huic uni forsan potui succumbere culpae.


5
Anna (fatebor enim) miseri post fata Sychaei               
coniugis et sparsos fraterna caede penatis
solus hic inflexit sensus animumque labantem
impulit. agnosco ueteris uestigia flammae.
sed mihi uel tellus optem prius ima dehiscat


10
uel pater omnipotens adigat me fulmine ad umbras,                
pallentis umbras Erebo noctemque profundam,
ante, pudor, quam te uiolo aut tua iura resoluo.
ille meos, primus qui me sibi iunxit, amores
abstulit; ille habeat secum seruetque sepulcro.'

15
sic effata sinum lacrimis impleuit obortis.               

1. Who is speaking these lines?

(1)

2. In line 1 pick out 2 words which suggest the speaker’s determination
(2)

3. What does “ vinclo …. sociare iugali” mean?

(2)

4. Who is Anna?

(1)

5. In line 5 what does “uni ….. culpae” mean?

(2)

6. Who does “solus hic” refer to in line 8?


(1)

7. In lines 10 – 13, what does the speaker say he/she would rather happen?

(5)

8. What is “pudor” in line 13 and why is the speaker so frightened of it?

(3)

9. In line 14, who does “ille” refer to ?

(2)

10. What happens in line 16? Why do you think the speaker behaves in this way?
(6)

Total: 25

