4. Success and Failure:

“Poets thrive on rejection and failure, anguish and frustration. Without any of these their poetry would be sterile, soppy and stale.”

	SUCCESS
	
	FAILURE
	KEYWORD

	
	PART 1
	
	

	Won over to the side of Cupid
	1
	Fails to become epic poet
	POETRY – love elegy, not epic

	Might have contact with girl
	4
	Has to watch, suffer in silence at party
	FOOD – social activity, legitimate close proximity

	Hot consummation!
	(5)
	
	BEDROOM - physicality

	
	6
	Total frustration at her front door
	DOORKEEPER – physical barrier to meeting, also an opportunity, changes the entrant, pointless vigil

	Hopeful of nice reply to his letter
	11
	
	TABLETS – postman controls lovers’ fate and potential for communication

	
	12
	Tablets returned, no-go!
	TABLETS – Ovid wants to smash them

	Immortality
	15
	
	POETRY – immortalizes, the who’s who of poetry

	
	PART 2
	
	

	
	2
	Total submission to Cupid
	SURRENDER- to love

	
	3
	Total submission to Corinna
	FAITHFULNESS – purity of his love for her, his inverted snobbery?

	Hot consummation!
	5
	
	BEDROOM

	
	7
	He has raised his hand to her
	VIOLENCE – Ovid’s “heroic” furor

	Love has energized me and turned me into a soldier
	9
	
	SOLDIER – every lover is a soldier

	
	13
	Aurora has curtailed his pleasure
	SPOILSPORT- the Dawn spoils fun and calls us to work

	Her hair will grow again
	14
	Her hair has fallen out
	BAD HAIR DAY


