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I. The Next Pattern of Conflict

· historically, conflicts between princes, nation-states, and ideologies were mainly conflicts within Western civilizations

· peoples and governments of non-Western civilizations now join as movers and shapers of history

· the great divisions among humankind and the dominating source of conflict will be cultural

II. The Nature of Civilizations

· a civilization is the highest cultural grouping of people in the broadest level of cultural identity

· there are many levels of identity which can be redefined and changed, therefore, the composition and boundaries of civilizations change

· civilizations rise and fall, divide and merge, and can have subdivisions

III. Why Civilizations Will Clash

1. basic differences: history, language, culture, tradition and, most importantly, religion

2. increasing interactions intensify civilization consciousness and awareness of differences between civilizations and commonalities within civilizations.

3. the process of economic modernization and social change throughout the world are separating people from longstanding local identities and weakens the nation-state as a source of identity

4. the dual role of the West: at its peak of power confronts non-Wests that increasingly have the desire, the will and the resources to shape the world in non-Western ways.

5. cultural characteristics  and differences are less mutable and hence less easily compromised and resolved than political and economic ones

6. economic regionalism is increasing which reinforces civilization-consciousness – or it may only succeed if it is rooted in a common civilization

IV. The Fault Lines Between Civilizations

· micro level struggle over territory, macro level competition for relative military and economic power, struggle over the control of international institutions and third parties, and promotion of their particular political and religious values

· as ideological division after the cold war has disappeared, cultural division of Europe between Western Christianity, and Orthodox Christianity and Islam has reemerged

· peoples of north and west: Protestant or Catholic; shared common experiences of feudalism, the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution; economically better off; increasing consolidation of democratic political systems

· peoples of the south and east: Orthodox or Muslim; only lightly effected by shaping events in the rest of Europe; less advanced economically; less likely to develop stable democratic political systems

· Islam has bloody borders and conflicts may be getting worse, not better

V. Civilizations Rallying: The Kin-country Syndrome

· groups or states belonging naturally try to rally support from other members of their own civilizations

· Gulf War can be seen as the West against Islam, kin-country syndrome appeared in conflicts in the former USSR, also can be seen in fighting in former Yugoslavia

· conflicts between states and groups within the same civilization are likely to be less intense and less likely to expand

VI. The West vs. The Rest

· west is now at an extraordinary peak of power in relation to other civilizations

· the West is using international institutions, military power and economic resources to run the world in ways that will maintain Westeran pre-dominance, protect Western interests and promote Western political and economic values – phrase “the world community” is used to give legitimacy to actions reflecting the interests of the US and West 

· responses against US and Western influences:

1. isolation to insulate their societies from penetration of the corrupt Western-dominated global community – N. Korea and Burma

2. “band-wagoning” attempt to join the West and accept its values and institutions – Mexico

3. “balance” - modernize but not westernize

VII. The Torn Countries

· countries with large numbers of peoples of different civilizations

- Russia, former Yugoslavia

· countries with fair degree of cultural homogeneity but are divided over whether their society belongs to one civilization or another

- Turkey, Mexico; significant elements in society resist the redefinition of their country’s identity

· To redefine its civilization identity, a torn country must meet three requirements:

1. its political and economic elite must be generally supportive of the move

2. its public must be willing to acquiesce in the redefinition

3. the dominant groups in the recipient civilization have to be willing to embrace the convert

VIII. The Confucian Islamic Connection

· for reason of culture and power do not wish to, or cannot, join the West so compete with the it by developing their own economic, military and political alliances, to challenge Western interests, values and power

· Confucian-Islamic military connection promotes acquisition of weapons and weapons technologies needed to counter the military power of the West

· one side(Confucian-Islamic connection) develops arms, the other side (West) attempts not to balance but to limit and prevent that arms build-up while at the same time reduces its own military capabilities

IX. Implications for the West

· Western interest:

1. short term – to promote greater cooperation and unity within its own civilization; incorporate close civilizations such as Eastern Europe and  Latin America; cooperative relations with Russia and Japan; exploit differences and conflicts among Confucian and Islamic states, limit their military expansion; to strengthen international institutions that legitimate Western values and interests

2. long term – must increasingly accommodate the non-Western modern civilizations whose power approaches that of the West but whose values and interests differ significantly

