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PUPPY PROOF YOUR HOME !

 It is essential to puppyproof your home.  You should think of it in the same way as child proofing your home, but be more thorough about it.  Puppies are smaller and more active than babies, plus they have sharp teeth and claws. You should consider that a puppy has an absolute right to chew whatever it can get at in your absence. Puppies, like toddlers, are lively, curious, and most likely teething.  This can get them into a lot of trouble unless you take preventive measures.  Puppies do handle temptations well, so put your puppy in an environment that it can't destroy and that can't hurt the puppy. Puppies are much like babies who crawl around on the floor.  Their vantage point is much lower than yours is, so they can see many things that you may not see from a standing position.  Also like human babies, puppies tend to put everything they find on the floor straight into their mouths.  It is almost impossible to completely puppyproof your home against accidents, but you should make your home as safe as possible for your new puppy.  Here are a few suggestions:

· Confine your puppy to a safe area inside and keep doors and windows closed and/or screened securely.

· Do not leave your puppy unsupervised inside or outside.  Puppies will naturally investigate, wander about, and possibly get into mischief such as soiling the floor, chewing the furniture, getting shut up in closets, eating pot plants (real or artificial), eating anything found on the floor.

· Anything small enough to be swallowed should be removed from the floor.

· Keep your puppy off of balconies, upper porches, and high decks.

· Securely store all cleaning supplies, detergents, bleach, paint, paint thinner,  fertilizer, disinfectants, mothballs, insect and rodent poisons, and antifreeze.  Make sure you keep these items in a location where your puppy can not reach them, preferably in a high location.

· Keep toilet lids down.  Puppies may play in or try to drink the water.  They could be hurt or drowned by the lid of the toilet falling down on them.  Toilet bowl cleansers are harmful if swallowed.

· Unplug, remove, or cover any electrical cords in your puppy's confinement area.  If he chews on live wires, he can receive severe mouth burns, be electrocuted, or start a fire.  Do not use electric blankets or heating pads in your puppy's bed.

· Check to see where your puppy is before closing any doors.  Make it a habit to conduct a "puppy check" before leaving home to make sure your puppy has not accidentally been locked in an unsafe area.

· Keep sewing supplies out of your puppy's reach.  Buttons, beads, needles, pins, balls of string or yarn, and thread can hurt the puppy's mouth or internal organs if swallowed.  The same goes for nails, tacks, staples, screws, brads, paper clips, aluminum can tabs, dimes, nuts, bolts, bits of paper, shoelaces, wire, and small sharp objects.

· Ribbons around your puppy's neck can be very dangerous.  If your puppy catches the ribbon on anything, he could choke.  He might also chew the ribbon and swallow it, which could result in digestive problems or even death.  Ribbon, string, or Christmas tree tinsel in the digestive tract can move back and forth with the natural movement of the intestines producing a sawing effect that can saw a hole in the intestinal wall and kill your puppy.

· Remove poisonous houseplants or place them in hanging baskets out of your puppy's reach.               Some common plants which are poisonous include amaryllis, azalea, bleeding heart, caladium, clematis, daffodil, daphne,  dieffenbachia (dumb cane),  English ivy, foxglove, holly, iris, ivy, lilies, mistletoe, morning glory, narcissus, oleander, philodendron, poinsettia, potato, rhododendron, rubber plant, tobacco, tomato plants,  tulip, weeping fig, and yew.  Also dangerous and potentially lethal are fly strips, pesticides, herbicides, rose plant treatments with disulfoton, slug baits; apricot, cherry and apple seeds, stems, and leaves.

· Never give your puppy any medication without consulting your veterinarian.  Keep all medications (prescription and over-the-counter) out of your puppy's reach.
· Keep your purse out of the puppy's reach.  They love to dig through purses and wastebaskets.
· Use extreme caution when sitting down in or getting up out of a recliner.  Many puppies have been killed by recliners.
· Look to see where your puppy is before opening or closing doors or leaving the house.  
· Do not let your puppy chase, catch, play with, eat, or get near spiders.  It could be a Brown Recluse.
· Block access behind furniture wherever possible.
· Put children's toys away, especially toys small enough to be swallowed or attached parts that can be torn off and swallowed.  
· Keep all plastic bags away from your puppy.  He could be trapped inside and suffocate, or he might chew and swallow bits of plastic which can be very harmful.
· Keep your puppy away from children's toys made of soft rubber, plastic, fur, wool, sponge, or polyurethane.  
· Keep your puppy away from rubber bands, balls of aluminum foil, cellophane, corks, and wire twist ties.
· Do not give your puppy shoes or other articles of clothing to play with. Your puppy can not distinguish between the shoes and clothing that you allow him to chew and those which are off limits.  Clothing can be chewed and swallowed, leading to obstructions in the digestive tract.
· Do not give your puppy sponge toys or ones that have squeakers, or other attached parts that can be torn off and swallowed.
Another step in puppyproofing the house is house proofing your puppy.  Teach your puppy what is and what is not chewable.  The single most effective way to do this is to have a good supply of safe chewable items on hand.  When a puppy starts to chew on an unacceptable item (chair leg, rug, human hand, etc.), remove the item from the puppy's mouth with a stern "NO!" and replace it with a suitable chew toy. Then praise the puppy for playing with the toy.  If you are consistent about this, the puppy will get the idea that only the things you give it are to be chewed on.  Don't stint on the praise, and keep the "No!" to a single calm, sharp noise.  Don't yell or scream the word.  

Patience, consistency, and vigilance intermingled with lots of love and praise are a must with raising puppies.  Good luck with your new family member.  A happy, healthy, well trained puppy will reward you with many years of unconditional love and a life time of wonderful memories.
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