FCC Guidelines for Public Broadcasting[excerpts]:





We license radio and TV stations for a period of up to eight years. Before we can renew a station's license, we must first determine whether it has served the public interest. In addition, to have its license renewed, a station must certify that: 


it has sent us certain specified reports that we require; 


its ownership is consistent with Section 310(b) of the Communications Act, which restricts interests held by foreign governments and non-citizens; 


there has not been a judgment against it by a court or administrative body under federal, state, or local law; and 


it has placed certain specified material in its �HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/mmb/prd/docs/manual.html" \l "PIF"�public inspection file�. 





FCC Regulation of Broadcast Radio and Television. The FCC allocates new stations based both on the relative needs of communities for additional broadcast outlets and on engineering standards that prevent interference between stations. Whenever we look at an application -- whether to build, modify, renew or sell a station -- we must determine if granting it would serve the public interest. This is required by the Communications Act. We expect stations to be aware of the important problems or issues in their communities and to foster public understanding by presenting some programs and/or announcements about local issues. However, broadcasters -- not the FCC or any other government agency -- are responsible for selecting all the material they air. The Communications Act prohibits us from censoring broadcast matter and, therefore, our role in overseeing the content of programming is very limited. We are authorized to fine a station or revoke its license if it has, among other things, aired �HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/mmb/prd/docs/manual.html" \l "OBSCENE"�obscene language�, �HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/mmb/prd/docs/manual.html" \l "OBSCENE"�broadcast indecent language� when children are likely to be in the audience, broadcast some types of �HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/mmb/prd/docs/manual.html" \l "LOTTERY"�lottery information�, or solicited �HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/mmb/prd/docs/manual.html" \l "FUNDS"�money under false pretenses�. 








BROADCAST PROGRAMMING: BASIC LAW AND POLICY 


The FCC and Freedom of Speech. The First Amendment and federal law generally prohibit us from censoring broadcast material and from interfering with freedom of expression in broadcasting. 


Individual radio and TV stations are responsible for selecting everything they broadcast and for determining how they can best serve their communities. Stations are responsible for choosing their entertainment programming, as well as their programs concerning local issues, news, public affairs, religion, sports events, and other subjects. They also decide how their programs (including call-in shows) will be conducted and whether to edit or reschedule material for broadcasting. We do not substitute our judgment for that of the station, and we do not advise stations on artistic standards, format, grammar, or the quality of their programming. This also applies to a station's commercials, with the exception of commercials for political candidates during an election 





Station Identification. Stations must make identification announcements when they sign on and off for the day. They must also make the announcements hourly, as close to the hour as possible, at a natural programming break. TV stations may make these announcements on- screen or by voice only. Official station identification includes the station's call letters followed by the community or communities specified in its license as the station's location. Between the call letters and its community, the station may insert the name of the licensee, the station's channel number, and/or its frequency. However, we do not allow any other insertion.





Obscenity and Indecency. Federal law prohibits the broadcasting of obscene programming and regulates the broadcasting of "indecent" language. 


Obscene speech is not protected by the First Amendment and cannot be broadcast at any time. To be obscene, material must have all three of the following characteristics: 


an average person, applying contemporary community standards, must find that the material, as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest; 


the material must depict or describe, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically defined by applicable law; and 


the material, taken as a whole, must lack serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value. 


Indecent speech is protected by the First Amendment and cannot be outlawed. However, the courts have upheld Congress's prohibition of the broadcast of indecent speech during times of the day when there is a reasonable risk that children may be in the audience. Broadcasts that fall within the definition of indecency and that are aired between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. are subject to indecency enforcement action by the FCC. Indecent speech is defined as "language or material that, in context, depicts or describes, in terms patently offensive as measured by contemporary community standards for the broadcast medium, sexual or excretory organs or activities." 


Profanity that does not fall under one of the above two categories is fully protected by the First Amendment and cannot be regulated.





Station-Conducted Contests. Stations that broadcast or advertise information about a contest that they conduct must fully and accurately disclose the material terms of the contest, and they must conduct the contest substantially as announced or advertised. Contest descriptions may not be false, misleading, or deceptive with respect to any material term. Material terms include the factors that define the operation of the contest and affect participation. 





Lotteries. Federal law prohibits broadcasting any advertisement for a lottery or any information concerning a lottery. A lottery is any game, contest, or promotion that contains the elements of prize, chance, and "consideration" (a legal term that means an act or promise that is made to induce someone into an agreement). 


There are a number of exceptions to this prohibition. Some of the exceptions are: (1) lotteries conducted by a state acting under the authority of state law, where the advertisement or information is broadcast by a radio or TV station licensed to a location in that state or in any other state that conducts such a lottery; 








