Contradiction

2Co 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

(KJV)

This verse illustrates that the Gospel of Christ is simple and that the demonic deception used under the Old Testament is the same tactic used to deceive under the New Covenant. The Apostle Paul warns His followers to avoid a demonic attempt to complicate the message of the Gospel of Christ.

Q - So why are there so many denominations etc?

A - Because a Christian who (as also does the Bible) communicates the Gospel of Christ should do so in parables when they simultaneously address both believers and unbelievers, Matthew 13:34 and Mark 4:3. This approach prevents unbelievers from understanding the message while at the same time allowing the believers to understand. This is similar to the incident that occurred at the tower of babble where people’s languages were changed to prevent understanding and cooperation, Genesis 11:6-8. This method is also incremental – meaning that as a Christian grows in devotion to Christ their understanding of Him grows simultaneously.  

Q - Do the simple statements contradict the parables?

A – No they do not. The explanation for this follows -  

Isaiah was sent to accomplish a task as is described by the following verse – 

-- King James

Isaiah 6:10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

According to Isaiah 6:10 Isaiah was commissioned to shut peoples eyes. Before the eye’s of a person can be shut they must have been open. So Isaiah was to somehow prevent sighted people from seeing. In a spiritual context this would imply changing a person who understands God’s message into someone who did not understand that same message. 

Q- why would God do this to His people to whom He had previously given understanding?

A – Isaiah has given us the answer in Isaiah 6:5. In the days of Isaiah God’s people spoke using unclean communication. To corrupt the communication of the Gospel (indicative of the aforementioned, sighted person) it must by necessity be communicated incorrectly, with an inclination leaning towards uncleanness or sin. The preaching of the gospel would have been tainted by the unclean lips of the people communicating it, Isaiah 28. This is very similar to the modern era, in which we live.

-- New King James

Isaiah 6:5 Then I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.''  

Q – When God speaks through Isaiah, how does He shut/close the spiritual eyes of His disobedient or sinful people?  

A – This is seen through observing the content of Isaiah’s message to the people He is sent to deliver His message to. The messages delivered by Isaiah need not be individually considered to understand the method employed to accomplish this concealment because Jesus explained the method personally. To understand this it is necessary to see the linked Old and New Testament truths of Isaiah 6:9 and 10 and Matthew 13:14 and 15. In Matthew Jesus gives us the answer, and shows us the method employed to conceal biblical truth, in a straightforward manner. The method employed by Jesus and Isaiah was to speak (the same simple message) in parables. Even through the truths of God are to be concealed by Isaiah, the message (as indeed God Himself, Malachi 3:6) remains the same and does not change or contradict the original message. So God must hide the simple message of the Gospel from those who reject Christ. Whether that person rejects Jesus initially or they accept Him and then subsequently reject Him. He does this by opening up multiple avenues of interpretation, through the use of parables. If taken these avenues could cause misunderstandings if the “simple” premise of Christ indwelling mankind (Colossians 1:27) is not adhered to. These avenues unfold additional biblical truths if reliance upon the central truth of Christ Jesus is maintained. If devotion to Christ is not maintained these avenues can mislead a person.

-- King James

Isaiah 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 6:10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

-- King James

Matthew 13:14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 13:15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

So there we have the method whereby God conceals and removes a truth that he has previously given a person. Jesus tells us that by speaking in parables the truth is concealed from disobedient believers.

The truths of God are actually removed or taken away from disobedient Christians if they persist in rebellion as Matthew 13:12 tells us.

-- King James

Matthew 13:12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

Now that this has hopefully been understood – it must be applied to the Church today. If the church is disobedient/unclean as it was in Isaiah’s day (Isaiah 6:5) we must consider the fact that a divided church is a sign that the church is experiencing judgement due to disobedience. This is seen in 1 Corinthians 11:19. As has been illustrated by the previous scriptural references, the truths of God are removed from disobedient Christians. The reason that the Christian Church does not understand the bible is because they are sinful.

1Co 11:19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.

Consider the unimaginable wonder of God as He accomplishes His will through the Bible stories. There are Christians growing at different rates etc. throughout the world. Countless situations, with individual application to every person ever having lived, are all being addressed simultaneously by one book. The message is at the same time able to apply to everyone on earth and to bring about the indwelling of Christ when a person obeys its clear and simple message.

2Co 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

(KJV) 


Col 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: {in: or, among} 

(KJV)
