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Maligning Muslims/ Tainting Islam: Core of a 21st Century Dracular Manifesto 
 
The current global turmoil and its chaotic implications have labeled Muslims at large 
as terrorists, fundamentalists, barbarians-wishing-to-dominate-the-world, extremists-
planning-to-annihilate-the-West-and-its-values and so on. Consequently, names like 
Muhammad, Omar, Ali and Abd-Allah, have become synonymous with terror, 
oppression and suicide-bombs! Thanks to the media, the post-9/11 protracted notion 
in every language reads thus: Islam is a violent religion and Muslims are blood-thirsty 
Bedouins. 
 
And yet, there are 5 million Muslims in the United States alone – majority of them 
highly qualified and well-respected professionals, who are contributing positively 
everyday towards the betterment of peoples’ life in education, medicine, civil liberty 
and protection of the less-fortunate. They are good law-abiding citizens, caring, 
respectful and compassionate neighbors and integral components of their 
communities all across the US. So, it is just not possible to pretend that one knows 
Muslims (and therefore Islam by some proxy) without even trying to know us who are 
all around you: as your peers, your colleagues, your co-workers, as your neighbor and 
even as your cabdrivers in New York! It is also true that the quest for knowing Islam is 
ever-increasing and the growth in the number of new Muslims in the US in the post 
9/11 era is phenomenal. Is it because it is a violent religion? 
 
The general picture and I’d say a picture that has been very carefully, masterfully and 
successfully crafted and embedded in the hearts and minds of the people by the 
media and special interest groups, paints Muslims as demons that are out to kill every 
Christian and Jew, especially if he/she is an Americans. This is what I dare call a new 
21st Century Dracular Manifesto!! 
 
Day-by-day, the relationship between the Muslims and the rest of the world is 
becoming one of the most sensitive, thorny and to some extent most confusing issues 
of our times. We as Muslim minority are partly to blame for this myopic view. Hence, 
we need to discuss and clarify such an important and timely issue, especially when, 
we live in a rapidly changing world-both geopolitically and morally, and, when people 
are constantly talking in the mass media as well as in the academic arena, about the 
“clash of civilizations”. 
 
We are frequently asked: 
 

(a) Is it true that you are either Muslim or you are an enemy of Islam and Muslims? 
(to quote President Bush: “You are with us or with them”.) 

(b) Do Muslims aim to impose Islam and its values on people by coercion? 
(c) Is Islam really a religion of inherently dominating fanaticism? 
 

The answer to the first might surprise even the Muslims. For example, from a 
theological perspective, we ARE different; but is that a reason to beguile ourselves 
with supremacy of some sort over others? Here is what God says in Qur’an: And had 
your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together. So, will 
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you (O Muhammad) then compel mankind, until they become believers? He also says 
quite unambiguously: There is no compulsion in religion. 
 
In Islam, the standard of loyalty and piety, however, is totally different from the 
otherwise seemingly well-fitting and globally-accepted human laws. Qur’an says: It is 
He (the God) who created you mankind from a single pair of man and woman (Adam 
and Eve) and divided you into nations and tribes, so that you might know one 
another. Verily, the BEST among you is the one who loves and fear Him (God) the 
most. 
 
The most disturbing aspect of the on-going debate on the topic of terrorism and the 
ever-evolving protocols to combat it, is the unrelenting rush to introduce sweeping 
‘moderation’ in Muslim world and rid the rest of us of ‘Islamic radicalism’.  
 
To those who wish to take that path, I got news. There is nothing wishy-washy about 
Islam. The essence of the Islamic faith as propagated by Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) in the light of Qur’an, is in truth, radical and revolutionary. Stripped off the 
time-serving interpretations of theologians, it stands for the empowerment of the 
weak, the humbling of the mighty, the liberation of women, government by consent 
and consultation, bread, security, learning, and, hospitals for every citizen - rich and 
power, of the Islamic commonwealth. 
 
Is this what constitutes radicalism?? To lift human race to its ultimate zenith and 
potential under such a charter that UN imbibed, let us see, hmmm…1400 years later?? 
 
Hard to believe but here is another fact: The Islam of the Prophet is a never- 
attempted-before-or-since fusion of two great principles, socialism and democracy. 
The spirit of this fusion was best expressed by Omar (2nd Caliph), when he said that if 
a dog went hungry on the banks of the Euphrates, Omar would have to answer for it 
on the Day of Judgment, and by Ali (4th Caliph), when he said that a tyranny, even 
covered in the mantle of Islam can never endure. There’s nothing ‘moderate’ about 
these thoughts, is there now? They are radical to the core. Unfortunately, Muslims 
have been so successfully demonized that now we either cringe from knowing Omar 
and Ali, or, flatly deny these statements having anything to do with Islam!  
 
The general rule that constitutes our relationship with non-Muslims has been laid out 
in Qur’an loud and clear: “God does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with 
those who fought not against you on account of religion. Verily, God loves those who 
deal with equity.” 
 
What is even more surprising is that the ‘I’ve a dream’ speech of Rev. Martin Luther 
King seems to be a re-assertive echo of what Prophet Mohammad said more than 1400 
years ago, in his Last Sermon in the 'Uranah valley of Mount Arafat' in Mecca at the 
culmination of his Hajj (Pilgrimage): “All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has 
no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also 
a white has no superiority over a black nor a black has any superiority over a white - 
except by piety and good action….Beware of Satan, for the safety of your religion. 
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He has lost all hope that he will be able to lead you astray in big things, so beware of 
following him in small things…..Remember one day you will meet the Lord and 
answer your deeds. So beware: do not stray from the path of righteousness after I am 
gone…..All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to 
others again; and may the last ones understand my words better than those who 
listen to me directly.” 
 
Do these statements sound like coming from a man who was intent on spreading the 
Word of God by ‘sword and violence’, or whose teachings were ‘evil and inhumane’, 
as suggested by the Pope? He (the Pope) on the other hand, in his academic lecture 
forgot to mention that in 1182 the Papal legate was beheaded by a sword and his 
head tied to the tail of a dog, which was chased through the streets of 
Constantinople. In the words of the Byzantine historian, Nicetes: “To the sound of 
trumpets and waving their drawn swords, the Latin began to plunder the houses and 
the churches. I do not know how to tell of the iniquities committed by these 
scoundrels... they smashed the altar of Santa Sophia and divided the fragments 
between them. They violated all the women. The whole city was nothing but despair, 
tears, crying and groans.” 
 
Nothing sounds more pathetic than the frequently heard assertion that people 
associated with Islamic faith are madmen who hate the western world’s wealth and 
freedom. To quote William Dalrymple (Inside the Madrasas, New York Review, 
December 1, 2005): “As (bin Laden) laconically remarked in his broadcast timed to 
coincide with the last US election, if it was freedom they were against, al-Qaeda 
would have attacked Sweden.” 
 
Ray Charles once said: I’ve always thought that people want you to be one of the two 
things: They either want you to be a clone – meaning just like them – or they want 
you to be their footstool, so they can control you and tell you what to do. Huh? Who 
says, this legend was blind?  
 
Do we wish to be portrayed as such? At least, that’s what precisely has been the 
legacy of our actions and policies of the past 6 years in Afghanistan and 5 years in 
Iraq. Unfortunately, that nightmare has been augmented by the recent resolve of the 
presumptive GOP nominee, Senator John McCain who wants to perpetuate our 
unwelcome overstay in Iraq by another 100 years. Now, here is a man who lacks 
vision. 
 
Not too-long-ago, another presidential hopeful Rudolph Giuliani made the terror 
syndrome the central piece of his election rhetoric. Senator Joe Biden once said of 
Giuliani: ‘there are only three things he mentions in a sentence - a noun, a verb, and 
9/11.’ We all know the fate of that attempt to pump the national fear adrenaline. 
Despite such a precipitous fall and ignominious exit, he will at least go down in the 
history of the most glamorous presidential race on the face of earth as the ill-fated 
but famed Barbaros of the Kentucky Derby. Remember him? 
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Blinded by ignorance and encouraged by the neoconic propaganda that thrives 
particularly in the election-time murky waters, Giuliani enriched his diction with two 
more words- ‘Islamic terrorists’. He used them endlessly with diabolic shamelessness 
during every campaign speech. His thought? He could exploit America’s 6-plus years 
old nightmare to promote his presidential bid. In a very funny and twisted way, his 
disgraceful ouster brought something very refreshing to light. That is, unbeknownst to 
him, the Americans have come a long way since that fateful day. Today, they know 
the terrorists well, but they know Islam and Muslims even better. More importantly, 
they know the difference between Islam and terrorism too. 
 
His calculations that the New York retirees now living in Florida could be faithfully 
cowed into his ‘fear dungeons’ badly misfired. He was so obsessed with his own 
perverted interpretation of terrorism, his constant itch for war with Iran and the 
perpetual scorn for the US constitution that, he didn’t care to notice that all he said 
in many of his campaign speeches was tantamount to, “I AM 9/11”! Consequently, 
what brought him down in the end was his misplaced hubris. Oh, that and his faded, 
yellowed-out and soiled ‘Islamic terrorists’ placard! 
 
Not very different will be the fate of John McCain’s bid either, if he does not change 
his mindset from the obsession of ridding the world of ‘Islamic terrorists’, simply 
because while the threat of terrorism is real,  ‘Islamic terrorism’ is a myth – just like 
the Soviet era cold war syndrome was. After all, it was the fog of mistrust spanning 
two continents that covered the American psyche for a good second half of the 20th 
century. As a result, all that today’s world has to show is a spiraling arms race, 
genocide, political imbalance, domination and, ruthless derogation. 
 
Al-Qaeda may be inspired by the foggy misinterpretation of Islam by its leaders, but it 
is not a religious organization in the strict sense of that term. In fact, what it has 
done, is doing and plans to do in future is everything Islam abhors and stands against. 
To defeat this demon, we all must resolve to understand its resolve and stand against 
its stand on the world affair. It is well-agreed that what it stands for and what it 
strives to achieve is a response, primarily to the excesses and somewhat double 
standards of Western foreign policy in relation to the ‘world of Muslims’ – not 
necessarily the ‘world of Islam’. 
 
Ignoring this sequence of cause-and-effect and treating people who subscribe to such 
resolve as a band of ignorant, illiterate, turbaned and bearded zealots, is both 
misleading and dishonest. 
 
What is even scarier is the unwavering resolve of our political leaders to haughtily 
follow the perilous path of continued hegemony in foreign lands. By doing so they are 
bidding farewell to America’s standing on the world stage as the champion of 
equality, justice and freedom. Putting decelerating wheels to this terrifying onslaught 
would be the real fight on terror. Otherwise, if the documented level of carnage, 
misery, blood letting, plundering and torture is any pointer, history will neither hesitate 
nor falter from judging us on the same level as Al-Qaeda.           
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