
In the Name of Art..Really? 
 

Recently, Toledo Museum of Art acquired and unveiled a ‘new 
treasure’ – the painting called ‘Lot and His Daughters’. While the 
painting might delight the art connoisseurs, the depiction on the 
canvas and its narration nevertheless is painful to some. The painting 
pertains to the story of Lot – a moral monster according to some 
feminist scholars and a sexual decadent declared by others. 
  
We all are entitled to the expression of free speech and our own 
interpretation of historic events and personalities. Yet, when it comes 
to the position of iconic figures common to Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, it is imperative to clarify the stand and sentiments of Muslims 
as well.  
  
Lot has been talked about in the Scriptures of all the three Abrahamic 
faiths. In Qur’an he has been mentioned as a revered prophet of God 
in the lineage of Noah and Abraham. Actually, his story and that of 
his people in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah appears in Qur’an 
severally with one and only one purpose. To help us understand and 
follow God’s way - a naturalistic path of engagement in all aspects, 
including sexual satiation. 
  
When Qur’an describes Lot’s offer of ‘his daughters’ to the misguided 
men in his village, it symbolically means that he offered the ‘girls’ of 
his community, pleading with the men to have a lawful conjugal 
relationship with the right species. The moral is to promote natural 
path of procreation through the sanctity of marriage instead of 
unnatural and wanton recreation.  
  
Stating that Lot engaged in abominable incest with his own daughters 
and publicizing that salacious notion with utmost relish in the name 
of art is no way to glorify God. But in an era of such moral dilemma 
when nudity and slander has become the accepted norm and that 
Jesus was gay according to Elton John, how could even God’s Chosen 
be spared? 
 
Ironically, the painting was created by Giovanni Francesco Barbieri - 
a cross-eyed Italian nicknamed Guercino. No wonder, the squinter 
couldn’t see the Truth very clearly! 
  


